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INTRODUCTION 

Frequently  a  book  which  receives  small  pubUc 
recognition  in  its  own  day  will  contain  information 
that  later  generations  will  find  stimulating  and 
valuable.  It  may  refer  to  numerous  personalities 
of  its  day,  writers  and  translators  and  men  about 
town.  It  may  discuss  popular  conceptions  of  liter- 
ature, society,  behavior,  and  philosophy,  attitudes 
of  the  times  which  we  now  call  sociology.  It  may, 
in  fact,  illustrate  certain  facets  of  its  literary  and 
social  period  in  a  more  concise  way  than  any  one 
of  several  plays  or  poems  that  have  become  classic. 

Such  a  book  is  The  Humours  and  Conversations 
of  the  Town  which  is  here  presented  in  facsimile 
over  two  centuries  and  a  half  after  its  publication 
in  1693.  The  allusion  hunters  have  rifled  its  con- 
tents for  Shakespeare  and  Spenser;  but  Dryden, 
Cowley,  Butler,  Nat  Lee,  Otway,  Denham,  and 
Etherege  lie  here  reputation-wise  in  their  pristine 
states.  Here,  too,  are  Jo.  Hains  and  charming 
Phyllis  and  Whittington  and  his  cat  as  well  as 
Mr.  Rymer  and  Mr.  Creech,  abundant  observa- 
tions on  the  Royal  Society  and  the  New  Science, 
and  repeated  mention  of  the  London  haunts  of  the 
beau  monde  and  the  demimonde.  There  is  much 
talk  of  the  theater,  of  London  wits  and  rakehells, 
of  coquetry  and  sin,  and  an  extensive  contrast  of 
urban  life  with  rural  life  that  eclipses  Horace's 
Town  Mouse  and  Country  Mouse  in  convivial 
argument. 
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The  book  employs  the  popular  dialogue  of  the 
day  as  its  medium.  The  first  and  longer  dialogue 
recounts  the  conversations  and  opinions  of  Mr. 
Jovial  and  Mr.  Sociable  as  they  prevail  on 
Mr.  Pensive  to  forgo  the  toils  of  countr\'  life  and 
remain  in  London  for  its  pleasures.  The  second 
and  last  dialogue  concerns  itself  with  a  similar 
argument  between  Madam  Townlove  and  Madam 
Thinkwell,  who  like  Mr.  Pensive  adores  not  only 
the  country  but  the  pleasures  of  contemplation 
as  well.  The  author  is  unknown;  neither  the  title- 
page  nor  the  dedication  is  signed.  The  name  of 
the  author's  "honour'd  friend,"  John  Jones,  Esq. 
of  Dingestow,  to  whom  the  book  is  dedicated, 
does  not  appear  as  a  patron  among  the  extensive 
files  of  patrons  to  which  I  have  access.  Despite 
some  unevenness  of  style  between  the  two  dia- 
logues and  a  diminishing  interest  in  Hterary  allu- 
sion in  the  second  dialogue,  one  author  wrote 
both  of  them:  "I  can  say  for  these  Dialogues  .  .  . 
that  they  are  the  unpremeditated  Products  of  my 
Fancy,  both  as  to  Thought,  and  Language." 

The  probable  author  is  James  Wright  (1643- 
1713),  antiquary  and  miscellaneous  writer,  whose 
Country  Conversations  appeared  in  1694,  the  year 
following  The  Humours  and  Conversations.  A 
noted  collector  of  old  plays  and  a  student  of  the 
theater,  he  was  also  an  advocate  of  country  living. 
In  1699  appeared  his  Historia  Histrionica,  a  dia- 
logue between  Trueman  and  Lovewit  concerning 
plays  and  players  before  the  Restoration,  remi- 
niscent of  his  earlier  "conversation"  books  though 
more  learned.  And  why  did  Wright  not  acknowl- 
edge himself  as  author  of  The  Humours  and 
Conversations  (if  indeed  he  was)?  Apparently  he 
regarded  it  as  a  potboiler.  "He  hath  also  pub- 
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lished,"  observed  Anthony  a  Wood  (Athenae  Ox- 
onienses,  1721;  II,  845),  "little  trivial  things  of 
History  and  Poetry  meerly  to  get  a  little  Money, 
which  he  will  not  own."  Wood  and  Wright  disliked 
each  other  heartily  —  Wright  had  once  refused 
to  give  Wood  a  complete  catalogue  of  his  works, 
which  he  later  gave  Thomas  Hearne  (DNB, 
Wright).  If  we  had  access  to  this  untraced  cata- 
logue, we  might  know  for  sure  who  wrote  The 
Humours  and  Conversations  of  the  Town. 

The  art  of  pleasing  in  conversation  was  most 
ably  practiced  in  this  century  by  the  French,  and 
by  none  so  successfully  as  by  Father  Dominick 
Bouhours,  the  critic  and  priest  whose  lives  of  St. 
Ignatius  and  St.  Francis  Xavier  were  translated 
by  Dryden.  L'Art  de  plaire  dans  la  conversation 
(Paris,  1690)  has  indeed  been  attributed  to  Father 
Bouhours,  doubtless  incorrectly  —  the  author  was 
probably  Ortigue  de  Vaumoriere.  But  there  is  no 
doubt  that  James  Wright  had  read  Father  Bou- 
hours' dialogues  entitled  La  rnaniere  de  hien  pen- 
ser  dans  les  ouvrages  d' esprit  (Paris,  1687).  In  the 
Preface  to  Country  Conversations,  addressed  ap- 
propriately to  the  Wits,  he  says:  "I  made  bold  to 
borrow  one  of  your  pens  last  summer,  and  em- 
ployed it  meerly  for  a  Pass-time  during  the  Inter- 
vals of  Angling,  and  such  like  Diversions  of  a 
Country  Retreat.  La  Maniere  de  bien  penser  fell 
in  my  way.  ...  I  endeavour'd  to  imitate  (tho 
faintly,  and  afar  oflF)  the  Original  Draught  of  Le 
Pere  Bouhours."  Wright  or  not,  the  author  of  The 
Humours  and  Conversations  exhibits  the  style  and 
manner  of  Father  Bouhours:  elegance,  ingenuity, 
delicacy,  gallantry,  and  morality  larded  with  fre- 
quent quotations,  clever  strokes  of  wit,  and  a  pre- 
occupation with  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  It  is  not 


viii  Introduction 

improbable  that  conversation  books  like  these  in 
England  and  France,  assisted  by  the  drama  and 
the  talk  of  the  coffee  houses,  provided  the  mid- 
eighteenth  century  novelist  with  models  for  dia- 
logue and  conversation. 

These  conversations  embrace  many  subjects 
that  are  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  Restoration 
scholar.  Our  author  is  aware  of  the  growth  and 
importance  of  the  Character  as  a  type  of  litera- 
ture. He  characterizes  a  Beau,  a  Rakehell,  and  a 
Wit  (pp.  58-62),  for  example,  in  striking  terms 
worthy  of  the  best  anthologies.  Several  other  pages 
throughout  the  book  are  given  over  to  Characters. 

By  the  1690's  the  New  Science  has  lost  tem- 
porarily some  of  its  momentum,  but  oiu"  author 
refers  frequently  to  its  impact.  Thus  Pensive  ob- 
serves that  he  would  rather  "pore  upon  the  puzling 
point  of  a  Perpetual  Motion,  or  fixing  the  Longi- 
tude" (p.  10)  than  come  within  forty  miles  of  the 
highly  seasoned  and  slightly  tainted  life  of  Lon- 
don. He  knows  that  many  members  of  the  Royal 
Society  live  in  London  (p.  93),  but  he  will  peruse 
their  findings  in  his  country  study  where  he  may 
enliven  his  hours  with  the  "Machines  of  Des- 
cartes" (p.  41)  and  the  "grave  starch'd  Debates 
of  the  Motions  of  the  Earth,  the  Magnetical  Quali- 
ty of  the  Load-stone,  the  Saline  Quality  of  the 
Sea"  (p.  50),  and  other  "Experimental  Observa- 
tions, which  give  us  a  light  into  the  Wonders  of 
Nature,  and  Material  Beings"  (p.  54). 

Translators  and  the  art  of  translation  take  up 
a  large  share  of  the  discussions,  and  there  is 
good  talk  about  translation  as  opposed  to  imita- 
tion (pp.  66-67).  Our  author  knows  intimately  all 
of  the  current  critical  writers  —  Rapin,  Rymer, 
Creech,  Dryden,  Boileau  —  and  he  weaves  their 
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verdicts  fairly  deftly  into  the  conversation.  He 
quotes  contemporary  and  recent  English  authors 
easily  and  frequently  and  occasionally,  at  un- 
necessary length,  Latin  and  French  a  bit  more 
cautiously. 

He  has  obviously  worshipped  at  the  shrine  of 
Epicurus  and  Lucretius,  grasping  every  opportu- 
nity to  praise  gardening,  country  life,  and  rural 
contemplation.  But  he  knows  London  well,  and 
his  familiarity  with  London  place  names  would 
do  honor  to  Defoe,  Gay,  Tom  Brown,  or  Ned 
Ward.  Jovial  and  Sociable  make  London  a  much 
more  attractive  and  appealing  place  than  Pensive 
makes  the  country.  While  the  wits  are  being  ex- 
plicit about  the  delightful  offerings  in  London, 
Pensive  never  mentions  a  stream,  a  village,  a  hill, 
or  a  farm  by  its  name.  In  fact,  one  is  reminded 
here  of  Browning's  "Up  at  a  Villa, "  in  which  the 
impoverished  nobleman  describes  the  town,  where 
he  thinks  he  wants  to  live,  in  prosaic  terms,  but 
waxes  poetic  when  he  describes  the  Villa,  which 
he  pretends  to  despise. 

Appreciation  is  expressed  to  the  Harvard  L^ni- 
versity  Library  and  to  the  Clark  Memorial  Library 
of  the  University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles  for 
permission  to  reproduce  parts  of  their  copies.  The 
basic  text  is  from  the  Clark  copy.  Pages  24-25, 
27-35,  48-66,  68-71,  94-95,  and  120-123  are  from 
the  Harvard  copy. 


Brice  Harris 


State  Colleg^e,  Pennsylvania 
12  November  1959 
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TO    M  Y 

Honour  d  Friend, 

JOHN  JONES. 

O  F 

Dingeftom,  Efquire 

Honoured  Sir^ 

^^nr^Was  Jio  eafic  matter 
i  to  find  a  V at r  on  for 
fo  General  a  Satire  as  tbefe 
two  Dialogues  Contain  ^ 
pnce  the  Vices,  and  Follies 
they  expofe,  fpread  them^ 
Je Ives  fo  jar  through  Man- 
kind, that  frn\  verj  few  are 
A  2  free 


The  Epiflle  Dedicatory. 
free  from  fome  T^intlure  of 
tbem.     Ibis  Confderation, 
woud,  J  confefsy  have  pre- 
vail'don  me  to  have  ?uolijVd 
them  "Naked,   and  without 
any  Vatron,  bad  not  my  re  fi- 
le fs  defire  of  giving  a  ?uk- 
lick  Teftinwny  of  the  value 
I  have  for  your    Merit, 
Vrefented  You,  Sir,  as  a 
Man  out  of  the  reach  of 
all  thnt  I  have  faid  in  this 
[mall  Volume,    and  indeed, 
of  all  true  Satire, 

lou  have  ta[fed  the  V lea- 
fur  es  of  the  Town,    but 

not 
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not  fed  on  'em  to  a  Surfeits 
as  mofi  that  have  your 
Touth,  and  jour  tor- 
tune,  and  that  at  their 
cm  Command,  ufe  to  do : 
Touth  coud  not  betray  you 
to  the  Follies  of  the  fown, 
nor  Riches  to  its  Vices: 
Tour  Nice  and  Solid  Judge-- 
ment,  gave  you,  from  the 
Otfervations  on  the  Jranf- 
greffions  of  others,  an  early, 
and  unrepented  Experience, 
to  Preferve  you  from  the 
firff;  and  your  own  innate 
Temperance,  fecur'd  yon 
A   3         from 
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jrom    the  infeBion  of  the 
latter :    Tour  Moderation 
in  all  things  cut  off  all  ^x- 
cefs,    and  your  Generofityy 
and  Love  to  fucb  as  you 
Honour  d  with  the  Title  of 
Friend,   permitted  pu  not 
fo  to  over' value  the  Goods 
of  Fortune,    as  to  prefer 
them  to  God' like  Compafjion, 
or  the  Heroick  Service  of 
your  Friend. 

Men  generally  arrive  at 
Wijaom  by  fuch  rugged 
fteps  of  jelf-experience,  that 
the  advantage  it  brings  in 

Age, 


The  Epiftle  Dedicatory. 

Agt^  feems  not  to  comfenfate 
the  Price  we  pay  for  tt  in  all 
oar  Life  before,  of  Health, 
and  fortune.  Bat  with  you 
it  has  grown  acquainted  in 
your  Xouthj  and  taught  pu 
to  retire  from  the  furfuit  of 
Noije,  and  Nonfenfe  in  this 
Town,  to  the  calm  retreat 
of  your  Paternallnheritance, 
tbere  to  Converfe  with  the 
kft  part  of  the  ieft  of  the 
Dead ,  their  Wit  in  their 
WorkSi  without  king  Qb- 
ligd  to  dafb  that  Vlcnfure 
With  the  daily  wipei  tinencies 
A  4  of 
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of  tk  Living,  which  Con^ 
verfation  in  Cities  forces 
upon  us.  1  mufi  tell  pu 
this,  mj  Friend,  That  as  I 
admire  your  Choice,  fo  1 
envy  it,  yet  only  as  a  Friend 
may  ,•  repining  that  I  can't 
have  the  fame  happinefs, 
mthout  any  defire  of  dirni^ 
nijling  yours. 

But  this  Retreat  of  yours, 
ou^bt  indeed  to  have  deter  d 
mc  from  Dedicating  any  of 
my  lighter  Performances  to 
you,  fince,  a?  you  have 
Judgment,  fo  pu  have  Lei- 

fure 
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fare  to  examine  them  more 
feverely.  But  the  Charm 
of  a  Friend  will  I  hope  caft 
a  Vail  oer  my  Faults,  and 
make  Ton  Efpoufe  them  with 
all  their  Defers.  This  I 
can  fay  for  thcfe  Dialogues, 
if  that  be  any  Bxcufe,  that 
they  are  the  unpremedita- 
ted FroduBs  of  viy  Fancy, 
hth  as  to  Thought,  and 
Language,  without  the  Cul- 
tivation of  my  Judgment, 
which  woud  both  have  added, 
and  diminift)d,  if  I  had  been 
Mafler  of  my  own  time.  The 

Satire 


The  Epiftic  Dedicatory. 
Satire  is  not  meanlj  di-' 
reUed  agamft  any  parti^ 
cular  Ferfony  aiming  only 
at  the  to/Iies  and  Vices 
too  many  are  infe^ed  with. 
I  coiid  never  much  value 
their  Performances,  nor  at 
fill  agree  toith  their  Notion 
of  Satire,  who  make  no  di" 
fiinclion  ietwixt  the  Verfon, 
and  the  Volly  or  Vice  :  F<7r 
my  Friend  might  have  fome 
of  them,  which  my  Love  for 
him  mud  make  me  defire  to 
Reform,  without  any  Fer^ 
final  Reflexion  ^  that  king 

the 


The  Epiftlc  Dedicatory. 
the  effe^  of  a  Private  and 
Toor  Revenge,  belcw  the 
Generous  Indignation  that 
Jhoud  infpire  true  Satire. 
If,  therefore,  any  find  them-' 
felves  touched,  they  ought  to 
make  a  BJght  life  of  it, 
and  CorreS  thofe  failings, 
which  render  them  lime 
to  Ridicule,  and  Laughs 
ter. 

But  I  /ball  not  be  very 
Sollicitous  about  the  Gene^ 
ral  Reception  of  this  Book; 
if  it  does  but  Contribute 
to  your  Diverfion,   at  your 

more 
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more  unbended  Hours, 
it  mud  be  an  extream 
SatisfaBion  to  him.  Sir, 
that  is  Froud  of  Sabfcri^ 
bing  himfeif 

Tour  Friend,  and 
Humble  Servant, 


( « ) 


THE 

Humours  and  Conflitutions 

O  F     T  H  E 

TOWN, 

E  X  P  O  S'D: 

D  I  A  L Vg  U  E 

Betwixt 

Mr.  Jovial^  Mr.  Penfive^  and  Mr.  So* 

ciable. 

SCENE,  the  PieUs. 

Enter  Mr.  Jovial,  and  Mr.  Pcnfivc  Boot^ 
ed  MTid  Spnrr^d^  jnft  ready  to  take  Horfe 
for  the  Country. 


A 


^^^f'  /k.  S  ycu  love  mc,  Coufia 
Jovtai^  let's  make  hafle 
out  of  the  fccnc  of  this 
abomtKMe  Town  \  mc- 
thinks  it  fracHs  of  Sodom  and  Co/mrrah^ 
and  will,  1  verily   believe,   have  the 

B  fame 


(1 ) 

fame  fate.  What  a  cootioual  hurry 
and  nolle  is  here  f  the  Clamours  of  a 
Country  Mob  at  the  choice  of  a  Knight 
of  the  Shire,  is  no  more  than  the  beat- 
ing of  a  Tabour  ?  One  wouM  wonder 
its  Inhabitants  cou'd  ever  flccp,  for  I 
protcft,  I  couM  fcarce  get  one  found 
nap  at  this  diftanct.  To  thai  1  begin  to 
think,  theyf/p/w?  of  your  Hounds  the 
harmony  of  the  Spheres. 

Jov,  The  truth  on't  is,  dear  Ven. 
fvc^  as  Cowly  faid  of  Eternity,  Uis  an 
Eternal  NOiV-^  fo  the  uninterrupted 
hurry  of  this  great  Hl^^E  is  one  conti- 
Bual  Bui.^  the  only  poJfiHe  ferpctual  Moti* 
on.  But  I  am  glad  it  has  made  a  Con- 
vert of  thee  to  the  noi)le  and  manly 
fport  of  Hnnting^  and  I  hope  now  I 
(hall  have  thy  Company  fomitiracs  in 
that  divcrtifemcnr,  for 'tis  uareafona- 
ble  tobccoop'd  up  always,  as  ihou  art^ 
like  a  Cinic,in  thy  Tub  of  a  Study, thou 
fhoiiMit  let  thy  Bcdy^  as  well  as  thy 
^W,  foiictimes  walk  at  large. 

Pcr.J\  I  couM  bo  a  Convtrt  to  any 
thing,  on  condition  to  be  delivered 
fro  11  this  damn'd  Town. 

7ov.  VVcl',  dear  Couz,  have  but  a 
little  pa.iencc,  and  wcM  make  our 
Horils  li/,  like  a  Stag  purfu'd  through 

tbs 


(   3   ) 
the  ForreR   by  my  Whtrkwind^  KtH- 
buck^  and  Make-fwift. 

Ptnf.  Let's  therefore  turn  back  a- 
gain  to  our  Inn,  for  by  this  time  our 
Horfes  mull  be  ready,  and  we  lofc  time 
till  we  are  on  the  Spur. 

Jov.  Agreed.' [They  turn  torvard 

their  Inn']  Hold  up  thy  head,  Pen/he^ 
andlakcalaft  fareweMook  of  this  o- 
vergrown  City,  fee  how  it  fpreads  it 
felf  every  day,  like  the  Follies  it  con- 
tains. 

Fenf.  1  had  rather  look  up  to  fee  the 
welcome  profpc(fl  of  your  Honfe.  The 
fight  of  thisTown  torments  me  with  the 
memory  of  the  fatigues  it  has  given  me-, 
for  the' we  took  Lodgings  here  in  thcfc 
Fields,  that  we  might  keep  our  felves 
alive  with  a  diftant  view  of  that  blifs 
which  hnfimfs  deny'd  us,  yet  1  have 
not  had  one  jot  of  content,  nor  (hall, 
til)  1  get  forty  or  fifty  mile  beyond  the 
fmcll,  hearing,  or  fight  on't. 

Jov.  Nay,  the  time  has  f.emM  fo  te- 
dious to  me  ico,  that  I  can  fcarcc  per- 
fwade  my  fclf,  but  that,  as  a  Drawer 
in  a  Tavern  at  Midnight,  bclyes  us  an 
hour  or  two,  to  engage  ojr  longer  Hay, 
To  the  Sun  has  palm'd  upon  us  at  Itaft 
two  days  for  one. 
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(  4  ) 
Fcnf.  And  nights    too.    For  I'll  be 
fvforn,  it  has  fcem'd  an  Age  to  me, 
fiird  with  more  Inn  pert  ineoces,  than  a 
Court  Vifit,  or  a  Country  Sermon. 

f/jW/Wr.  SOCIABLE. 

Jorv.  Who's  ihis  that  cotrcs   with 

fuch  a  hafty  pace  towards  us? I 

Oiou'd  know  him,'-^ Oh^  'tis  my 

qmndAm   Brother    in    iniquity.- ^ 

Ha'  Mr.  5cvi4^fc,  your  humble  Servant, 
prithee  let  me  embrace  thee,  for  I'm 
more  o're-joyM  to  fee  thee,  than  to 
find  a  Covy  of  Partridges  when  I'm  fel- 
ting, or  a  Leafh  of  Hares  in  an  Eve- 
ning, when  I've  rid  all  day  without  any 
Game. 

Soc,  And  I,  Az2iX  Jovial^  to  fee  thee, 
than  a  half-brokcn-GamcItcr  to  meet 
a  Wealthy  Bobble^or  an  Ufurer  a  Spend- 
thhfc-Heir-Apparent  to  a  good  E- 
(latc, — -  but  my  dear  Knight,—— 
where  and  how  ha(t  thou  liv'd  this  ma- 
ny a  day  ? and  how  long  haft  thou 

been  in  Town  ? 

Jov.  A  whole  long^:dious  WEEK, 
upon  my  Honour. 

Soc.  And  where  haft  thoa  hid  thy  felf 
^rom  the  view  of  Mortal  Eyes,  that  a 
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Man  cou'd  never  fee  thee  by  day,  nor 
by  night  ?  What,  didlt  proc^iean  in- 
vifiblc  Cloak,  like  Sir  %/±ncfki  at  Car- 

yov.  No,  no ;  a  far  worfc  expedi- 
ent—  for  all  the  Morning  I  have  been 
confined  to  IVeftmtfrflcry  among  the  bawl- 
ing  BUckcRohe  ac  the  Bar,  or  obligM 
to  attend  in  the  ^ali^  among  the  buz- 
2ing  J^itorncys^  Solluitors^  and  Pctty^ 
fofgtrs^  and  their  MtdU  and  Dnnk^  the 
Litigious  of  all  forts  and  fizes,  who 
were  preparing  Perjury  and  bad  Cattfei 
with  Gold,  to  make  theui  go  down 
the  more  glibly  in  the  Court. 

Soc.  Well but  if  mighty  Bofi- 

nefs  took  r.p  all  your  Mornings,  cou*d 
you  not  find  oDe  Elimofmary  hour  in  an 
Afternoon  or  Erening,  to  bcftow  upon 
an  Old  Friend,  over  a  Chirpiva  But* 
tic  ? 

Penf.  By  my  Faith,  Sir,  you  need  not 
doubt  it,  my  CodHq  wouM  not  let  a 

day  flip  wichout  a  Bottle  or  two  \ 

1  thank  *-im,  he  debauch^i  mc  fix  timn 
this  week  to  rhe  Tavern,  in  the  midit 
of  the  damnM  Town-,  ^h'::eas,  it  I 
mr.ft  needs  have  loft  my  time  in  gul- 
ling, I  had  rather  'a  been  drinking  Or^t. 
Ale  at  a  Cake  houfe  here  in  the  Fields, 
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where  I  might,  betwixt  cvVy  Glafi, 
i^' e  had  a  refreihicg  look  at  tfat  Coun- 
try. 

7w.  To  ten  thee  the  truth,  dear 
Socidlfk^  my  Coufin,  here,  and  1,  being 
fobpcoa^d  up  for  Witnefles^were  cvVy 
day  oMig'd,  from  Wefiminfitr^Hdl  to 
go  CO  Che  Tivern  to  Diooer  with  Ihc 
Plaintif,  whoft  Caule  we  appeared  io  \ 
and  by  that  time  we  bad  ^ed,  and 
taken  one  dkeftive  Bottle,  my  Coufioi 
impatient  of  the  noife  of  the  Streets^ 
hurried  me  away  to  my  Lodgiogs,  fo 
that  I  couM  never  find  ao  opportunity 
to  wait  upon  you. 

Ptn.  1  couM  almoft  wiib^I  had  ne'er 
koown  how  lo've  writ  my  Naose,  for 
Chen  I  mighl  have  fcapM  being  a  TiPlr- 
nr//,  nor  bad  been  (ubpcaaM  up  now^ 
to  attend  the  Term :  but  1  am  refolvM 
never  to  teJUpc  again,  and  rather  lofe 
half  my  Eftate,  than  be  forc'd  to  en- 
dure another  Week  in  this  place. 

So€,  Vm  forry  to  hear  that.  Sir,  for 
I  was  in  hopes,now  the  term  \s  ended, 
that  Mr.  Jovidl  would  give  me  one 
week^s  enjoyment  of  his  conipany>after 
(o  many  years  of  abfence  \  in  which 
time,  Sir^  you  might  take  a  furvey  of 
the  Rarities  of  this  City. 
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Tenf.  I  hare  fccn  more  of  it  already, 
than  1  defirc  \  and  if  Mr.  Jovidl  be  fo 
inad»  to  fling  away  precious  time  oq 
fucb  Trifles  as  this  Town  afibrds^  I'm 
refolv'd  to  leave  him,  and  take  Horfe 
immediately. 

Soc.  Why,  Sir.'  You  make  more 
haftc  into  the  Country,  than  an  At- 
torney, who  has  not  litigious  Suits  e- 
Dough  of  bis  own  creating,  to  defray 
the  charges  of  one  odd  night's  Lodging 
beyond  his  ufual  ftint.  Buii  I  hope,  my 
dt^x  Jovial  you  are  not  forfo  quick  a 
difpatch  ? 

Jw.  Even  fo,  dear  SoeiMt  ^  for  had 
we  not  met  you,  we  bad  both  been 
mounted  by  this  time,  and  on  the 
Road. 

Soc.  What,  withoQt  feting  me  ?•— 
without  fo  much  as  enquiring  after 

me  ? Has  WcMock  and    HMbandry 

made  you  forget  all  the  tycs  of  friend- 
(hip  fo  far  ? 

Jov,  Wrong  me  not,  Friend,  for  I 
fent  my  Man  to  all  the  Taverns,  and 
Corfee-Houfcs  (to  omit  oiher  Houfes) 
betwixt  Weftrntfifttr-Htill^  and  yilelg»*t€^ 
I  think,  but  no  news  to  be  beard  of 
you.  So  that  I  concluded    you 

dtv^d  after  fome  IntrigHi^    and  then  I 
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chooght  it  would  be  to  as  little  pur^ 
pofe  to  feck  you»  as  to  follow  the  Cbace 
upon  a  wrong  fcent. 

Soc.  Right,  Jovtalj  or  to  look  for 
Sencc  In  a  Modern  Syftem  of  Divinity^ 
or  Generofiiy  in  Lombard-ftreet :  For  to 
tcU  thet  the  truth,  1  have  within  thefe 
few  days  taken  a  Lodging  in  chat  Street 
there,  in  purfuit  ofone  of  the  Pret- 
tie(t,  Balmy,   Innocent  Creatures  you 

ever  beheld  with  your  eyes She 

lives  in  that  fame  Houfe,  dear  Rogue> 
has  no  Mother,  or  Father,  aad  onty 
an  Old  Doating  Aunt  for  her  Guar- 
dian J  a  fa^able  Girl  for  her  Servant, 
whom  1  have  fcvcral  ways  obliged, 
and  about  fome  thirty  thoufand  pound 
for  her  Fortune  ^  and  I  am  rcfolv'd, 
that  1  may  gain  the  good  graces  of  the 
Aunt,  to  put  on  the  ufeful  Vigour  of 
Sobriety^  for  a  while,  and  look  as  de- 
murely as  a  Country  Girl  juftcome  to 
Town,  before  (he  has  loft  her  Maiden- 
head. 

yuv.  This  is  the  bcft  Defign  I  ever 
knew  thee  engaged  in,  and  therefore 
I  wifh  tnce  SiKcefs,  for  I  hope 'twill 
make  thee  quit  this  lewd  Town-Life, 
and  give  me  the  happinefs  of  having 
thee  for  my  Neighbour  iu  the  Country, 

where 
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where  we'll  renew  our  old  Union, 
while  I  difcovcr  fuch  a  Train  of 
manly  Pleafures  to  ihee^  that  thou 
w'lc  beafhamM  of  having  loft  fo  much 
of  thy  Youth  in  the  purfuic  of  Noifc^ 
and  Nonfcnft'^  and  Pm  confident  thou'Jc 
give  thy  felf  over  entir<.ly  to  a  Coua- 
iry  Life. 

Soc.  What,  wholly  forfake  delicious 
London}  For  ever  make  the  diladvan- 
lagcous  change  of  the  brisk  juice  of  the 
Grape,  for  the  heavy  Produft  of  MJt 
and  Wattr  ?  The  lively  Converfation  of 
theTown»  for  the  thoughtlefs  Gravity 
of  a  Country  Juftice?  No,  no,  Knighc, 
1  have  a  nicer  Relifh  of  Pleafure  than 
that  comes  to  ;  nav,  I  wouM  almoft 
forfwear  my  dear  Stlvia^  I  tell  you  ot, 
if  1  thought  that  wouM  be  thcConie- 
quencc  of  my  loving  her. 

lov.  Ha!  ha!  ha!  1  find  you  con- 
tinue your  old  humour  of  preferring 
the  naufeous  Fatigues  of  a  City  Lift, 
to  the  calm  R'^treat,  and  healthy  Di- 
vertifemenis  of  the  Country 

Soc,   Why what  (hou^d  alter  me? 

Have  you  more  plcaJHte  ?  More  y^'/^^i 
or  more  honefty  in  the  Country,  ihan 
we  have  here  ?  1  never  cou'd  find  but 
thai  a  Peafiint  had  as  much  Knavery  in 
B  5  hij 
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his  Dcaliogs,  in  proportion  to  his  Ca- 
pacity^ as  a  Cicy  Shop- keeper;^ or  that 
my  young  Afafter^  of  Eighteen,  was  Icfs 
lewd  than  a  Town  R4k^^  rfao'  in  a  more 
Clownifh  and  awker'd  manner :  f^tce 
and  Foily  are  Univerfal,  and  the  fame 
in  the  Country  as  in  the  Town^  only  we 
have  *em  drcfs'd  at  Pontdck\  and  you 
gea  Three- peitny 'Or dirtary :  Tcjk  cat  that 
crtkie  and  raw^  which  we  have  the  ad- 
vantage to  have  fervid  up  with  good 
Sance,  and  variety  of  Dimes,  to  give 
it  the  better  relifh. 

Pert.  Much  goodmay't  do  you,  Sir, 
with  your  reUjh,  I  am  fure  I  had  rather 
be  obliged  to  pore  upon  the  pu7;Iing 
point  oi  a  Ptrfctual  Motion^  or  fixing 
the  Longitude,  than  come  within  forty 
miles  of  the  f/ncil  of  the  Honjiht-goufi^ 
if  1  were  once  well  got  out  on\. 

Jov.  Rigbt,  dear  Pt:nfve  ;  and  I 
wou^d  rather  be  Condemn'^d  to  eternal 
Prcachmfl[)  the  lazy  Coath,  and  the 
Parlbn's  Company,  than  wear  out  half 
as  much  time  again,  at  Ihavc  bcea 
Kept  here  this  bojc. 

Soc,  You  were  of  another  miod 
when  you  and  1  came  from  the  Uni- 
verfity  together,  then  none  more  bliih 
and  gay  Uian  Jcvial^  nor  any  a  greater 
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Admirer  of  London  -^  there  Wif  not  a 
Ball,  a  Mafque,  Serenade,  or  any  pub- 
lick  Meeting,  bui  Mr.Jcn^was  the 
leading  Man  in't,  'till  a  damn'd  ViHt 
to  thy  Uncle  in  the  Ctuiniry  got  ihcc 
into  the  fatal  Noofe,  and  fo  debauched 
thy  Nobler  Principles  into  an  antipa- 
thy CO  what  you  once  admired.  The 
very  thought  on't  has  alnrK>ft  fet  my 
ftomach  againft  Wedlock  j  ^ui  that  I 
think  1  fhali  make  a  choice  more  agree- 
able to  my  humour  ^  for  my  little  Tit, 
if  1  miftake  nor,  loves  the  Town)  as 
well  as  my  fclf. 

Jov,  Which,  by  the  by,  is  none  of 
the  moft  commendable  Qualities,  I 
think, Soci;i^/f,  in  a  fair  Lady,  whatever 
it  may  be  in  a  Man. 

Pen.  If  you  have  been  bred  at  the 
llniverficy,  Sir,  methinks  the  Ch;?rms 
of  Philofophy^  or  fome  other  Learning, 
fhou'd  cr.g^ge  you  beyond  the  tbought- 
lefs  hurry  of  the  Tovrn. 

Soc:  Why,  faith,  Sir,  the  greatrfl 
Fru/i  I  reap'd  at  the  UniverHty  was, 
that  Reafon  ought  lo  be  the  chief  Di- 
rectrix or  my  Life-,  and  I  ihinkl  have 
followed  her  Lad  J  (hip  hither  tv  pretty 
clofe  in  my  way  of  living. 
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Pen.  You  fpcak  a  Paradox,  Sir,  and 
will  tvced  cbe  fubtilly  of  a  Sophilter  to 
maiotaio  it. 

Ptn.  I  apprehend  no  fuch  difficulty 
intheniattcr  :  For  ^e^i/o/i  tells  us,  that 
*ci5  a  Folly  Co  fpead  ones  Time  on  Ifn* 
urtainties^  when  one  may  improve  it 
better  ^  now  all  your  Speculative  Know* 
ledge  is  built  upon  fo  weak  a  Founda- 
tion, that  it's  toft  to  and  fro  conti- 
nually, with  different^  nay  oppofite 
gulls  of  Argument,  which  has  left 
every  thing  that  is  advaoc'd  in  Books 
io  doubt,  and  only  clearM  this  Point, 
Thai  none  of  you  know  what  theTruth 
H,  any  further  than  a  Probable  Con- 
jevflure  will  reach,  which  is  far  enough 
from  Certainty  ^  all  your  Studies  end- 
ing in  a  bare  Amufcnient,  whereas  we 
daily  experience  the  Grateful  EfFcds  of 
our  Search  in  fubftantial  pleafure.  If 
therefore  you  grant  (what  I  think  is 
feif  evident)  that  Knowledge  to  be  the 
beft,  which  brings  the  greateft  Satis- 
£)Ction  to  the  Mind,  by  experimental 
demonftration,  you  mult  confefs  the 
Town  ought  to  be  preferr'd  to  the 
Country  *,  fince  you  can't  deny,  but  that 
Converfation  will  fooner  bring  one  to 
the  knowledge  of  Mankind  (cbeNo- 
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bleft  pan  of  the  Creation,    and  the 
moft  worthy  of  our  Study)  than  Books^ 
and  confcqocntly    to  the  knowing  of 
ones  iclf.     Thus  far  I  my  fclf  have 
proceeded  (that  am  yet  an  Uader-gra- 
duatc)  in  this  admirable  5of«cf,  which 
the  Grecian    Priggs  attributed  to  the 
Command  of  their  God  AfoHo^    that  I 
find  our  Life  is  but  (horl^  and  balder- 
dafhM  enough  with  the  plaguy  Mix- 
tures of  Croflcs  and  Fatigues  to  our 
hands,    without  our   contributing  to 
the  Abufe  t>y  increafiag  them  :    And 
from  this  I  conclude.    That  fince  we 
have  but  a  little  time  colive,  and  fince 
even  That  is  none  of  the  moft  pleafant, 
we  ought  not  to  antidate  our  death, 
and  turn  our  Chambers  into  Church- 
yards,   and  Cbarnel-Hoofes,  but  im« 
prove  the  fleeting  Minutes  with  De- 
light and  Pleafure,  and  fhut  tbofe  in- 
truding Solitudes  out  of  door,    whilft 
Htdlth  and  Youth  permit. 

Jcrv,  You  miftake  your  Point,  Sir  ^ 
We  deny  you  not  Pleafure,  nor  wouM 
confine  you  to  the  wofjl  Ditty  of  a 
perpetual  Requiem  for  your  Soul  be- 
fore its  PaiTage-,  nor  would  we  have 
you,  liJte  //rr4c/ffw,weeping  to  no  pur- 
pofe>  for  tbofe  Ills  Fate  has  alottcd  to 
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Homane  Life^  and  which  all  onr  Soli* 
cicodei  wiU  never  avert.  Bat  wc  con- 
tend yon  aim  at  Plcafare  v?here  'tis 
not  to  be  found,  as  is  idcomparably 
defcribtd  by  a  great  Poet. 

Exctfs    of   Luxury   they    ^ink^  can 

jind    LasLtnefs  cai  Lovpfg    of  their 

Eafc, 
To  be  Mffoh^d  in    Pltafmrcs  fitH  they 

Tho'*  their  whole  Lifers  but  Imermitting 

fain: 
So  tttyvh  of  Surfeits^  Head-A^^  Claft 

are  feen  ^ 
We   fcarce  ferceive    the    little    time 

ietveert, 

Weli-meaning-Men^    «*o  ^^  fhis 

grofs  miftakty 
jind  Pleafore  lofe^  only  for  Pkafurc'/ 

Each  Plea/are  had  its  fria^  and  when 

we  pay 
Too  much  of  PMfft^    we  fjMonder  Ltfe 

ifway. 

You  dcftroy  that  Health  which  you 
lecm  to  value,  in  the  chafe  of  that 
Quarry  which  will  never  be  gained)  buc 
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to  the  ruinc  of  your  faiisfaiftion,  and 
deflrudion  of  that  Happinefs  you  aim 
at  ^  brioging  OW  Age  and  Weather- 
marks  OD  you  before  yon  have  run  half 
your  Courfc.  If  you  will  bav«  Plea- 
fare,  feck  it  where  Nature  firft  de- 
fign'd  if,  in  the  Country^  where  the 
wholefome  Air,  the  green  Fields,  the 
Flowry  Meads,  Purling  Brooks,  and 
the  melodious  Birds,  the  true  Harmo- 
ny of  the  Spheres,  give  new  life  every 
time  you  ftir  abroad,  where  the  Divcr- 
tifemcnts  attritMite  to  Healih  as  well  as 
Pleafure. 

Soc.  Methinks  you  have  given  but  a 
poor  Idea  of  your  happinefs  as  yet, 
when  vou  place  it  in  Che  Cooverfation 
of  Brutes,  and  the  Profped  of  infen- 
fihle  Animals.  Nor  can  I  imagine>  how 
you  can  exped  to  perfwade  me  from 
the  love  of  the  Town,  when  you  pre- 
tend tx>  no  Advantage  above  me  j  nor 
come  up  to  the  EKccIIence  1  €\njoy.  If 
you  coDverfe  with  Beaft$,«s  your  Dogs 
and  Horfes,  &c.  Is  that  comparable  to 
the  Cooverfadan  of  Men  of  fenfe  ?  and 
Fine  Charming  Ladies^  bright  as  that 
Heaven  whofe  Image  they  difcover  ? 
If  you  have  the  irregular  and  rude 
Notes  of  Birds  fi3rMuIick,wc  have  tbcm 

better 
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better  taught  in  Cages  here,  which  if 
we  wanted,  we  have  all  the  Noble  Em- 
bdifbmencs  of  Art,  with  theva^^iety 
of  inftroments,  as  well  as  Sounds,which 
is  the  Harmony  aboTe  the  Spheres.  If 
yoQ  Converfe  with  the  Dead,  we  en- 
joy the  Living,  nor  are  we  without  the 
Pleafure  of  Books,  and  Retirement 
when  we  pleafe. 

Pen.  Bqi  Noife,and  Hurry,  the  dif- 
ordcrs  of  Drinking  and  Whoring, 
thofe  wretched  Compounds  which  make 
up  an  your  LiTes,render  you  incapable 
of  Thinking  well. 

Jov.  Or  of  relifhing  of  the  other 
Pleafurcs  he  mentioned  \  a  continual 
u(e  of  fome  of  them  efpeciaUy  clogging 
the  Appetite,  and  creating  an  indiffe- 
rence in  the  mofl:  delightful  things  \ 
{6  that  you  Whore,  yon  Drink,  you 
go  to  the  Play,  the  Muflck-Mcec- 
ings,  C^.  out  of  meer  Cuftom,noc  Dc- 
firc.  Then  for  Books,  'tis  only  to 
fport  an  Author  in  a  Bookfelier's  Shop, 
and  that  commonly  fome  fcurrilous 
Pamnhlet^  or  a  Novel  ai  Bemky^i^  or 
AriJcoe%  or  fome  new  Miscellany  of 
Trifles,  forgot  as  fait  as  read,  and  not 
worth  theremembriflg. 

Pen.  And  then  his  Retirement  is  no 
farther  than  his  Chamber,  or  Clofei, 

perhaps 


(  17  ) 
perhaps  where  he  has  all  the  Noife  of 
the  Town  to  divert  him  from  fcdatc 
thinking :  There  is  nothing  a  greater 
injury  to  the  Life  of  a  Pbilofophcr, 
than  the  Hurry  of  the  City. 

Soc.  Pardon  me,  Sir^  1  find  all  the 
Philofophers  of  Old  Aflcmbkd  thcui- 
felves  into  Societies  *,  and  Athtns^  the 
bofieft  City  of  Grmc^  was  the  place  of 
their  ufual  Abode  •,  not  the  Tub  of 
Diogems^  of  whofe  Wifdom  I  couM  ne- 
ver yet  hear  much  proofs  all  that  he 
cou*d  pretend  to,  was^  That  he  carM 
for  no  body  but  himfclf.  Socrates^ 
Plato^  and  Arifiotle^  were  Men  thac 
ConversM  with  Mankind,  as  well  as 
Books,  they  never  dft  had  made  fo 
great  a  noife  io  the  World  ^  and  if 
we  may  be  at  liberty  to  take  the  ob- 
vious fenfc  of  fome  of  PUtoh  Vcrfcs, 
we  (hall  find  he  knew  how  to  rtli(h  a 
Kifs  as  well  as  Alcihiades. 

Pen.  Ah,  Sir,  the  Examples  you  pro- 
duce of  Che  Philofophers,  will  make 
very  little  for  your  Caufe:  For  they 
Were  remov'd  from  Hurry  when  they 
Siudy'd, and  when  they  Taught :  iheir 
Gardens,  thtir  Gymnaftd^  &c.  were 
proper  Retirements  for  them.  Bcfldes 
that  which  oblig*d  them  to  live  in  y^- 
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thctts^  will  fcarcc  ftrve  you  for  living  io 
Lomhn.  They  were  ProfeAM  Maftcrs  in 
Pbilofophy,  each  the  Head  of  a  Parti- 
cular Seft^  which  they  delired  to  im- 
part to  Followers  of  their  cwdi  by 
that  xo  propagate  what  they  thought  a 
Truths  or  to  build  up  a  Name  with 
Pofterity*  which  could  not  be  eScdtd 
but  in  a  City.  But  1  hope  you  defigo 
for  DO  New  SeO^  nor  to  fet  up  a  School 
of  Pbilofophyy  which  has  no  other  end 
now^  than  the  eftabliihing  a  particular 
Happin^fs,  leaving  the  dinufing  the 
knowledge  of  it  to  the  UniverOtiet. 
Jov.This  is  but  rambling  DifcourfCilet 
lis  go  in  here  to  oar  Quarters^and  there 
difcufs  the  Point  more  to  the  purpofei 
for  1  muft  confefs,  dear  Sociable^  I  love 
thee  io  well,  that  I  wouM  fpcnd  one 
day  more  in  Town  to  make  a  Convert 
of  thee  to  Ri^hf  Rcaf<m  ^  aud  1  queftion 
not,  but  when  we  have  didedlcid  your 
C$ty  Uft^  and  come  to  a  particular 
account  of  it  in  all  its  parts,  you  will 
be  convincM  of  your  Errour.  I  be- 
lieve I  may  for  (b  good  a  work  trefpafs 
oa  my  Coudn^  patience. 

Pen.  Such  a  work)  I  muft  confefs, 
wouM  recompeoce  the  delay  of  our 
Journey  ;  but  let  us  get  into  the  moft 
airy  Room  of  the  Houfe*  Soc, 
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Soc.  Agreed Well,  this  is 

a  good  pleafurable  Room^  but  let  us 
have  a  Boicle  or  two  of  the  belt  Wine 
the  faottfe  aSbrdft^  to  give  os  a  wbet  or 
two  between  whiles;  'tis  as  neceflary^ 
as  Notts  to  the  Parfon  in  the  Pulpit. 
J(fv.  Gad  the  iDotioii  is  but  reafona* 

Me« but  'tis  a  bard  matter  to  get 

good  Wine,  between  this  and  Charing- 
Crofs^  Pll  therefore  difpatcb  my  Man 
to  the  Blew  Pofts  for  a  Flask  of  the 
bed  they  have,  »d  in  the  mean  thne 
well  content  our  felves  wUb  what  our 
Holt  can  furnifli  us  with,   the  belt  in 

ks  kind Well,  now  we  are  feated, 

and  all  our  Auxiliaries  about  us,  let 
us  to  the  Point,  Coufin,  of  OMikiDg  a 
Profeiytc  of  this  Sociahk. 

Soc.  If  you  have  but  as  much  to  fay 
agatnft  the  Town,  as  i  have  agaiott 
theCountryyl  finqr  Hwill  happen  with 
US9  as  it  did  with  two  Brothers  in  a 
Difpute  of  Religion,  one  was  a  P^pift^ 
the  other  a  Proicfiant^  end  each  made 
the  other  a  Convert  to  the  Opinion  be 
forfook  himfclf  :  If  fo,  JoviMl^  I'll 
mount  your  Horfc,  and  ride  down,and 
take  poOeflion  of  your  Lady  Wife,  as 
lawful  Prizc^  and  you  (hall  fupply  my 
place  to  mine  that  muft  be*,  but  what 

your 
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your  Coofio  wouM  do  for  a  piece  of 
CimfoUtum^  I  kaow  not. 

J^.  Ha !  ha 3  ha!  ha!  never  be  fol* 
lidcous  about  thai  *,  for  if  fach  a  Mi- 
racle (bouM  happen^  Heav'nbe  praisM^ 
the  TowQ  affords  enough  of  conipaf- 
fiooate  Females9  who  wiQ  Toon  folace 
bb  Sorrows^  and  fupply  his  Wants  that 
way. 

PcnC  Sed  tam€K  amoio  qiutramm  feria 
ludo. 

Soe.  Nay^  I  bar  Latin  and  Greeks  as 
of  Pagan  ExtraAbn,  and  if  I  moft  be 
avorffed,  ii  (hall  be  in  good  Chriftian 
£ngli(h :  Nor  rnWl  I  be  confio'd  to  the 
grave  ftarcbM  feriofity  of  a  SjlogijUcdl 
jtriumsmaii^^  that  muft  be  no  more 
laid  aHde  than  a  Covenant  Beard>  or  a 
Canonical  Gown. 

Jov.  Nay^  to  focak  the  truths  'twere 
onreafonable  to  deny  you  any  ad  van* 
tage  yon  can  dcfirc,  (ince  you  engage 
with  two  Enemies  in  fo  bad  a  Canfe. 

Ptyif.  To  begin  therefore  with  ChiU* 
bood^  when  Vinue  or  Vice  makes  the 
firft  and  eaCeft  imprcfTioos.  The  Chtl* 
dren  in  the  City  are  taught  to  forget 
all  that  is  decent  in  a  Child,  the  Pa- 
rents  care  being  to  bring  them  to  a  boid 
Cor^nc^^  which  ends  in  the  Coaiempi 
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oftbofe  that  begot  them  ;  and  this  they 
mifcall  Wit^  and  hofffui  forwardntfs -^ 
they  allow  them  to  encreafe  in  thiefe 
Follies,  all  the  crimiDai  Liberty  their 
Age  is  capable  of  making  ufe  of. 

Jcru.  And,  as  if  they  were  afraid 
their  Children  (houM  not  be  wicked 
foon  enough,  they  inftruft  them  in  the 
terms  of  f^tce^  before  they  are  capable 
of  underftandingtheroeafiingofibem, 
againit  their  early  Experience  inform 
them  better.  They  teach  them  to 
Swear  before  they  can  Pray,  and  to 
talk  bawdy  before  they  can  read. 

Penf.  On  the  contrary,  that  Balb- 
folnefs  which  Nature  iorparts  to  that 
Innocent  Age,  is  cheri(hed  in  the  Coun- 
try,as  the  Friend  to  thofe V  irtues  wbi(  h 
fliouM  be  inllillM,  or  confirmed  in 
them :  'Tis  more  reafonable  to  preferve 
their  Native  Innocence,  thaa  to  ex- 
peA  they  fhouM  meet  with  a  lifter  Re- 
pentance ',  and  that  muft  be  gainM  by 
laying  a  good  foundation  of  Virtue  in 
the  very  firft  approaches  of  Reafon* 

Sac.  Ah,  Gentlemen,  you  are  as 
far  out  of  your  way,  as  a  Traveller  in  a 
dark  nighc,  that  has  rollow'd  a  WiU  tn 
the  Wiff  for  the  moG;  part  od\  \  or  a 
Lawyer  that^s  pleading  on  a  falfe  Bre- 

viatc  : 
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viate :  That  generous  Afiarance  which 
wc  ufe  Childrco  to  in  the  Cicy,  infpircs 
Noble  Thoughts,  and  lays  the  founda- 
tion of  Wit  and  Courage,  which  will 
(prout  out  where  it  has  liberty,  but  is 
ftifled  where  Nature  is  curb'd  and  kept 
in  awe:  You  in  the  Country  lay  the 
foundation  of  Dulncfs  in  Childhood,  by 
confiniDg  a  Boy  of  five  years  old  to  as 
much  Gravity  before  his  Lady  Mother, 
nay,  and  before  the  ServHUs  too,  as 
if  be  bent  under  the  weight  of  fifty 
years.  You  fmother  that  animating 
vigour  in  its  birth,  which  (hou'd  bear 
them  through  the  World  when  grown 
up.  Modefty  is  a  ftarving  Quality, 
and  only  another  Name  for  Fo//y,  it 
ought  to  be  rooted  out  of  Children*  if 
you  wou'd  have  them  thrive,  and  not 
be  the  ridicule  of  the  World,  and  the 
property  of  evVy  ioipollng  Coxcomb. 

Fcnf.  That  Virtue^  1  coufefs,  is  not 
of  much  ufe  in  the  Town,  but  in  the 
Country  'tis  not  at  all  obnoxious  to 
thofe  inconvcnicncies  you  urge,  bucon 
the  contrary  gains  Honour  from  their 
Inferiors,  and  Rcfpecl  from  all. 

Jov.  But  then  for  the  youth  of  the 
Town ,  Coufin  ,  what  a  profped  is 
there  of  endlefs  Follies  ?  What  a  wild 
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oaedly  of  Nonrenfe,  Noife,  Intrigue, 
Quarrels,  Drunkcnnefs  ?  c^c.  What  a 
mad  ihoughtlcfs  interval  of  Life;  Btl- 
kt^deux  and  Challenges,  Drefling,  Vi- 
fits^  the  Coffee- houfe,  and  Play-houfe; 
the  Tavern  and  Sleep  is  the  whole  bufi- 
Dcfs  of  eight  and  day  •,  the  Order  of 
Nature  is  inverted,  Night  and  Day 
Changing  places. 

Penf.  Here  *tis  ihey  lay  up  flores  of 
Poxes,  Clap^,  and  Scars,  whilft  they 
lavifh  their  other  Stores  of  Weahb, 
Yourh,  and  Health,  without  one  fober 
reflexion.  Here  ihcy  make  thtir  plea- 
fant  Seats  in  the  Country  fi;,  for  the 
purchafe  of  the  Embraces  of  fome 
practised  Harlot  inltead  of  a  Maid,  and 
whofe  Maiden-head  had  been  fold  to 
half  a  hundred  before  him. 

Jov,  And  perhaps,  upon  a  point  of 
Honour,  the  young  Cully  (hall  keep  her 
tiJI  (he  has  drained  him  of  all  his  E- 
ftate,  and  [hen  fends  him  oat  a  grazing 
like  NcbMcadncTjLar^  with  fcarce  a  Shire 
lo  his  back,  a  fcaodal  ev'n  to  ihe  Bul- 
lies of  Alfatis.  But  if  he  has  a  better 
Fate  attends  him  than  he  deferves,  and 
fomuch  Cunning,  as  not  to  ruin  him- 
felf  to  gratifie  her  Pride  and  Luxury, 
he  mult  expe<fl  to  be,  a:  befl:,  but  her 
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Property,  whom  (be  will  jilt  as  often 
as  any  opportunity  offers  it  fclf  ;  for 
no  man  ever  yet  kept  a  Woman,  but 
(he  wou'd  grant  her  Favours  to  any  man 
elfe    that  wou'd  addrefi  to  her.    As 
foon  as  the  Kind  Keeper  is  withdrawn, 
the  Hack  is  in  readinefs,  away  fpeeds 
the  Whore  to  her  retreat  of  Fornica- 
tion i  this  day  to  one,  to  morrow  to 
to  another:  When  her  Appetite  is  fa- 
tisfy'd,  or   her  time  requires  it,   fhe 
haftens  home,  wafhes,  new  riggs,  and 
feats  her  felf,  with  fome  Novel  or  Play, 
in  a  very  folitary  pofture,  till  her  Spark 
returns  (whofe  motions  (he  has  always 
as  certain  advice  of,  as  a  Commander 
has  of  thofe  of  an  Enemy)  (he  meets  him 
with  a  thoufand  forcMCarelTeSjthc  Fool 
melts  away  with  her  Kifles,  and  con- 
cludes her  the  moft   conftant  pretty 
cooing   Turtle  iu  the  Nation,  defies 
the  World   to  Rival  him,  and  hugs 
himfelf  in  the  extravagance  of  bis  fan- 
cyM  Happinefs ;  the  Jilt  perceives  it, 
and  then  either  fqueezcs  out  of  him  z 
new  PetticoaCi  or  Manto  j  or  perhaps 
clofes  in  with   his  fondnefs,  and  be- 
trays him  to  Matrimony,  and  then  (he 
makes  him  a  Cuckold  acccording  to 

Law. 
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Tcnf.  There  is  another  fort  of 
Youths*  that  fpcnd  their  Time  and 
their  Money  even  lefs  agreeable  to  Na- 
ture than  thefe  \  I  mean^  in  Gameing* 

jov.  Right,  Goufin  \  for  furc,  if  in 
any  thing  that  of  Hudihras  be  true, 

The  pleafnre  fnre^s  as  gnat 
In  being  cheated^  as  to  cheat  j 

*Tis  in  the  Intrigues  and  Amours  with 
the  Fair :  But  at  Seven  and  Eleven  to 
(hake  away  an  Eftate  to  known  Rooks 
that  live  by  the  Dice,  is  an  unaccoun- 
table piece  of  folly  ;  nay,  and  to  take 
fuch  wondrous  pains  to  be  cheated,  as 
to  break  ones  whole  nights  reft  at  the 
Groom-Porters,  to  lofe  Eight  Hun- 
dred, or  a  Thoufand  pound    in  the 
midft  of  a  thoufand  Guri'es,  Vexations, 
and  baulkM  wiflies,  is  fuch    an  odd 
Recreation,  that  1  profefs  I  am  as  far 
to  fcek  in  the  Gaufe  of  it,  as  I  am  why 
the  State  permits  fuch  Extravagancies. 
Penf.  And  fo  am  I,  as  far  as  I  am  to 
feck  in  the  Gaufe  of  the  ebbing  and 
flowing  of  the  Sea,  or  of  the  Produdli- 
ons  of  feveral  Creatures,  yea,  of  any 
other  S:cret  in  Nature,  which  Philofo- 
phy,  as  yet,  gives  but  blind  gueflcs  at. 

G  Jov. 
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Jov.  All  they  (hall  gain  from  their 
dtar  Experience,  is  but  Want  and 
Contempt  unlefs  fome  coropafllonate 
Knight  of  the  Elbow  qualrfie  them  to 
turn  Sharpers,  and  ioftrucft  them  to 
pick  up  an  ungenerous  Living  by  the 
fame  means  that  they  loft  their  Eftates: 
But  this  is  the  higheft  pitch  of  happi- 
nefs  they  can  hope  ;  and  as  they  have 
fpent  the  beginning  of  their  Age  in 
being  cheated,  fo  they  muft  fpend  the 
remainder  in  cheating  others  \  till  for 
want  of  Pradlice,  perhaps,  or  Over- 
confidence  in  their  Skill,  they  are  difco- 
Ycred,  and  receive  the  gentle  bafti- 
nade,  or  the  feverer  ftab,  and  fo  pot  a 
wretched  Condufion  to  ihcir  foolifh 
Lives. 

PcTif.  How  differently  do  our  Youth 
in  the  Country  fpend  their  time  ? 

Soc,  True,  Sir,  very  differently,  I 
confefs,  but  the  advantage  I  think  lies 
much  on  the  Town  fide  ;  for  Childhood 
and  Youth  arc  fo  very  much  alike  in  the 
Country,  that  'twou'd  pu27lc  a  good 
Logician  ro  find  a  tolerable  diftinftiou 
for  'cm  :,  for  'tis  all  composM  of  ever- 
lafting  Satchel,  School,  Play-dayf, 
Truants,  Birds-neftsi  Swimming,  rob- 
bing  of  Orchards,  and  the  like  \  onlefs 
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Om^i  perhaps,  extraordinary  in  his  Gr • 
neration^  chance  to  be  fo  very  forward, 
as  to  get  into  the  Chamber-aiaids  quar- 
ters, and  make  terrible  bavock  of 
Maiden-heads  among  his  Father's  Te- 
nants Daughters:  But  that  is  the 
height  of  his  Manhood.  For  the  gene- 
rality,  they  arc  but  petty  Striplings^ 
fcarce  out  of  their  Siabbering-bibs, 
when  our  Youth  in  Town  have  fervM 
a  Campaign,  wich  Cap  and  Feather, 
and  Embroidered  Coat,  among  the 
roaring   Guns  and  groans  of  dying 

Men 

Jov.  Or  rather  among  the  roaring 
Mouth-Granado's  of  Oaths,  and  the 
Shrieks  of  Ravifh'd-Maids,  or  thofe 
that  wouM  be  thought  to  be  fo,  the 
Lamentations  of  cheated  Bands,  the 
Scuffles  of  bilk'd  Coachmen,  and  Vol- 
lics  of  Duns  of  believing  Vintners, 
Tailors,Sempftrenes,and  the  reft  of  the 
trufting  Shop-keepers.  The  height  of 
their  Manhood  is  a  modifhTilt  upon  a 
foolifh  hot-headed  pu8dilio,whenWine 
or  Paflion,  not  Courage,  prompts  thetn 
to'c^  or  an  Engagement  wirh  a  Detach- 
ment of  Bayliffs  after  their  Credit  fails 
'em,  and  ev^n  the  Fraternity  of  fetlffeO 
refufe  aU  their  Obligations,  tofupply 
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their  prefent  wants  ^  but  for  Cam- 
paigns and  Guns,  I  believe  few  of 
'em  eVe  came  near  any,  unlefs  the 
quord^m  peaceable  one  of  Hownflow- 
heathy  or  the  Noble  Muftre  of  your  Ci- 
ty Mcrmydons  in  Hi^h  park^  in  their 
formidable  Bu/f-Coats  of-Mail,  and 
Tin  and  Silver  Head- pieces. 

Pen/.  But  whilft  the  Youth  of  the 
Town  are  in  chafe  of  Ruin  and  Rotten- 
nefs,  ours  in  the  Country  arc  impro- 
ving in  the  knowledge  of  their  own  Af- 
fairs, and  thinking  of  an  honcft  and 
wholfom  propagation  of  their  Fami- 
lies, by  marrying  with  forae  Innocent 
and  Virtuous  Lady  of  equal  Quality, 
who  brings  not  only  unfophilticated 
Beauty,  but  a  good  Fortune  too  •,  whilft 
the  man  of  Mode  here  in  Town,  after 
he  has  fpent,  or  at  belt,  weakened  his 
Eftate  with  Drinking,  Gaming,  and 
Whoring,  takes  up  with  a  damu'd  Jilt 
at  lall  for  a  Wife,  who  inftead  of  re- 
pairing the  Breaches  of  his  Fortune, 
makes  'em  wider,  till  he's  quite  ruinM 
in  his  Purfe  as  well  as  Reputation  and 
Happineis. 

Jov.  And  then  he  muH:  wander  up 
and  down  the  Tc/^ple  IValks^  or  thofe  of 
Grays  hr)^  picking  his  Teeth)  to  make 
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the  World  think  he  has  been  at  a  good 
Meal,  when    Duke  Huwflmy   was  his 
Hoft-,  then  if  he  meet  a  Friend  in  Che 
Street  that  prefTcs  to  drink  a  Bottle, 
his  Pockets  are  fo  empty,   that  ihey 
will  not  reach  a  penny  Club  for  an  ho- 
neft  pot   of  Engli(h  Ale  and    Beer-, 
therefore  he  pretends  wondrous  hafty 
bufmefs  to  avoid  the  fcandal  of  hiving 
no  Money,  tho'  he  has  no  more  to  do 
than  a  Souldier  in  time  of  Peace,  or  a 
Lawyer  in  the  long  Vacation  :   VVhilft, 
in  the  mean  while,  bis  Lady  Wife,  if 
Ihe  be  a  Whore  of  that  Confciencc  to 
flick  to  him  in  his  AdverGty,  is  fain 
evVy  night  to  make  the  Voyage  of  the 
StYAnd^   Fleetfirettj  Old-Baily^    &c.    in 
fcarch  of  fome  Six- penny  Adventure, 
but  if  Fate  and  good  Fortune  afford  her 
a  free  Cully  of  half  a  Crov\n,   and  a 
pint  of  Wine,  (he  fails  home  loaded 
wiih  a  richer  Cargo  than  a  Ship  from 
the  EaJi'Jrtdia^  and    her  loving  Spoufe 
receives  her  with  open  Arms,  regales 
it  with  a  Toft  and  Ale,  or,  pcthi^ps,  a 
Cup  of  cool  Nants,  to  drive  away  the 
raging  Wind    from  his  empty   Sto- 
mach. 

Penf.  This  is  following  the  Dilates 
of  Reafon  with  the  vengeance, 
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Jov.  Nay,  the  truth  on'c  is,  they 
havenickM  Reafon,  as  fure  as  a  Bucka- 
veer  his  mark,  or  a  Clyent  in  gi- 
ving his  Lawyer  double  Fees,  that  bis 
Caufe  may  be  well  followed. 

Penf  But  if  he  (hou'd  have  the  luck 
to  continue  fingle  fo  lon^ ,  as  to  have 
a  little  confideration  of  his  condition, 
the  fijiall  remainder  of  his  Stock  is 
laid  out  in  rich  Equipage,  to  win  the 
Heart  of  fome  fuppos^d  Fortune  \  and 
there  he''s  generally  as  much  miliaken, 
as  a  zealous  Philofopher,  that  ftands 
to  his  foclifh  Opinion  at  the  lofs  of  his 
dear  life. 

Jov.  Ora  Country  Juftice,  that  has 
miltc^ken  his  Statute,  and  inflided  a 
greater  puni(hment  than  be  can  juftifyi 
or  a  Spark  that  roiflakes  the  Chamber- 
maid for  the  Mifirefs. 

Soc.  Hold,  hold,  Gentlemen — 

gad  a  Man  can  no  more  put  in  a  word 
with  you,  than  with  Jo.  Haihs^  or 
fome  of  our  Ccffee-houfe  Holders- 
forth.  I  find  two  to  one  is  too  great 
odds. 

Jov.  What  do  you  begin  to  dcfpair 
of  your  Caufc  ?  Gad,  Mr.  Sociable^ 
^tis  as  bad  an  Omen  as  a  Vidt  from  the 
Parfon,  when  the  Phyficians  have  given 

one 
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one  over  :  You  fecmM  to  have  a  great 
deal  more  Confidence  ia  your  Caufe 
but  DOW,  when  you  took  fuch  compaf- 
fionatecare  for  my  Coufin  here. 

Soc.  Ah  fweet  Mr.  JovUl^  you  oii- 
ftake  roe  quite,  I  only  defire  1  [My  put 
ilia  word,  in  anfwer,  as  often  as  I  have 
a  mind,  elfc  I  might  as  weli  have  been 
confinM  to  S)llogifing»  that  damnM 
ftarchM  method  of  the  Schools. 

Pe?if.  Oh^  by  all  means.  Sir,  Ohjtcl 
and  Return ^  as  often  as  you  pleafe.  I  de- 
fie  you  to  parallel  the  Follies  and  Vkes 
of  the  Town  with  the  fhadows  of  fuch 
in  the  Country. 

Jov.  No,  you  may  fearch  a  whole 
County  for  two  or  three,  unlefs  in  a 
populous  Town,  for  there  they  make 
what  advances  they  can  towards  your 
Vices  and  Follies  •,  but  here  in  London 
they  arc  fo  numerons,  that  no  place 
butprefents  you  with  hundreds,  they 
arc  as  obvious  as  a  Whore  ia  Mocr  fidds^ 
a  Beggar  in  Lincahis 'bin- fields^  a  Beaux 
ac  Tom  Wrains^  a  Pai  fon  at  Sams  \  but 
to  proceed  to  them  in  their  order. 

/^^w/.  Then   being    come  to  ManN 

eftate  and    middle-age,    when  in  the 

Country  we  are  in  our  prime,  they  are 

overtaken  with  all  the  decrepiduefsand 

C  4  defers 
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dcfcfts  of  Old-age,  trembling  Limbsi 
a  debilitated  Body,  and  unfound  Mind. 

Jov.  Well  may  they  be  faid  to  have 
livM  apace,  for  they  reach  the  Goal  of 
LifC)  before  we  get  half  way-,  but 
much  good  may  it  do  them  with  their 
halte-,  if  they  make  not  more  hafte 
than  good  fpeed,  1  am  much  miltakeo, 
Pmfive. 

Soc.  Gad,  in  the  Country,  you  can 
call  ^em  at  beft  but  overgrown  boys, 
having  not  yet  arrived  to  the  Under- 
Handing,  and  ConverOition  of  a  City 
Prentice,  being  better  acquainted  with 
the  Names  of  their  Dogs,  the  Forms 
where  to  find  a  Hare ;  or  at  moft,  the 
Iquczing  and  haraffiog  their  Tenants, 
than  with  the  noble  Science  of  Con  ver- 
fation,  for  which  man  was  firft  defign'd. 
But  if  he  has  the  uncommon  fate  to  be 
given  to  Books,  one  had  better  engage 
with  a  Quack  on  his  Stage,  or  a  Sim- 
pling  Apothecary  with  all  his  train  of 
Botanic's;  for  he  (han'c  fpeak  fix 
words  without  a  phrafe  of  Latin  or 
Greek  at  the  end  of  'em  ;  and  a  con- 
ceited School-mafter  is  but  a  (tripling 
in  Pedantry  to  him. 

Pcrtf.  That  Pedantry  which  you  con- 
demi])   and  of  which   very   few  arc 

guilty 
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guilty,  is  much  more  rational,  th3n  the 
larding  your  Difcourfe  with  needlels 
Oachs  and  Imprecations,  at  every  o- 
ther  word^  or  perpetual  Obfcenity  ^ 
as  if  Man  were  made.^  and  Convcria- 
tion  defignM  for  nothing  elfe  but  to 
talk  of  the  mofl  beaftly  Pares  and  Adls 
that  belong  to  Humane  Race,  wbich 
carry  that  (harae  io  all  Countreysi  that 
the  Parts  as  well  as  Offices  of  them  arc 
hid  from  publick  view,  fuch  a  brand  of 
Infamy  has  Nature  her  felf  imprinted 
on  them  :  And  1  dare  be  fo  bold  to 
fay,  That  Heaven  ordainM  not  that 
way  of  propagating  Mankind  as  the 
nioft  excellent,  but  only  to  put  us  ia 
mind  of  the  Frailty  and  Contemptible- 
ncfs  of  our  Beirrg^  which  ow'd  its  rife 
to  the  fame  fordid  caufe  as  the  Brnits 
do  theirs ;  that  fo  from  our  beginning 
to  our  end  we  might  have  continual 
motives  to  lefTen  our  afpiring  Pride. 

Jov.  But  admit  the  Men  in  the  Coun- 
try fuch  raw  unpolifhM  Boys,  fuch  Pe- 
dants as  Mr.  Sociable  wouM  make  them, 
they  have  ftill  the  advantage  of  having 
kept  their  Innocence  as  well  as  Eftatc, 
when  thofc  in  Town  have  not  only  lolt 
bothjbut  Cf'n  the  Memory  of  them.  'Tis 
afiga  wc  bufieour  Minds  with  Affairs 
C  s  lefs 
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lefs  Crimical,  as  the  improving  our 
Paternal  Inheritances,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  convey  that  better  to  our  Pofte- 
rity^  which  we  hav:  rcceivM  from  cur 
Ancellors ;    the  Publick  receives  ad- 
vantage from  our  Employments^  our 
planting  of  Timber  furni(hes  Materials 
for  the  future  Safety  and  Glory  of  our 
Nation,  in  the  Shipping  i  cur  impro- 
ving our  Lands  encrcaies  the  Provifi- 
ons  of  the  Kingdom,  and  make  plenty 
flow  more  largely  i  nay,  there  is  fcarcc 
a  guilty  Aftion  of  our  lives.    If  we 
retire  to  our  Study,  the  Speculations 
of  Philofophy,    the  Tranfa(n:ions  of 
Hiftory,  or  the  Conftitutions  of  our 
Government  afford  us  a    pleafant  as 
well   as  profitable  Entertainment :    If 
we  are  curious  in  Enquiries  into  Na- 
ture, the  Fields,  Hills,  and  our  Gar- 
dens, the  Mineral,  Vegicable,  and  Ani- 
mal Kingdoms  afford  us  variety  enough 
for  cur  fearch.     Such  as  thefe  are  the 
things  that  employ   our    Minds,  and 
keep  them   from  that  idlenefs  which 
breeds  thofe  wanton  defires,  of  which 
your  City  Life  is  composM. 

Fi^nf  At  this  Age  wc  are  eftabliftied 
1!)  the  Principles  and  Pradlice  of  R^^- 
[on  j  when  fome  of  you,  City  Sparks, 

being 
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being  taught  by  the  fenfiblc  Penalties 
they  fceli  of  loft  of  Health  and  Eftate^ 
begin  to  coofider,  and  then  retire 
into  the  Country,  to  the  tenth  part  of 
that  Eftate  they  were  born  toj  and 
then  to  heal  that  fhame  of  living  lefs 
than  their  Birch  and  Education  require, 
they  betake  themfelves  to  the  fludy  of 
Philofofhy^  that  they  may  learn  how 
little  Nature  is  contcoc  v/ith. 

Jov.  Others  of  your  Town  Beantc 
and  Rakfs^  conLiQue  the  follies  of  their 
Youth,  but  have  the  advantage  of  be- 
ing receivM  by  the  younger  fry,  as 
Matters  in  their  ProfeflHon,  and  their 
Judgments  are  appealed  to  by  them  in 
all  nice  points  of  Drefj^  Amonr  and  Ex- 
floit.    Some  whofe  PurfesworA  bold 
out  to  perfeverc  to  the  end,   if  they 
are   IlockM   with  a  little   fuperficial 
Learning,  a  foiall  (lock  of  Wit,  and 
have  been  well  pra^^ii'd  in  writing  JSil- 
kt  dsfixy  fet  up  for  Authors,  and  lb 
for  the  continuation  cf  one  Captivity 
add  another  Slavery  to^c  \  that  is,  that 
they  may  be  ftill  Cullies  and  Vaflah  to 
Whores  and  Bauds,to  the  Bottle  or  the 
Dye,  they  add  the  worftof  gU  ibe  im- 
pofmg  Service   of    the    Bookfellers: 
Some  afpire  higher,  and  by  large  Qiio- 

tatiorjs 
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tations  to  a  little  Book^  borrowed 
from  BwrtotPs  Melancholy^  or  fomc  Com- 
inon-Lai^Book>  get  the  Reputation  of 
profound  Scholars ;  and  fo  cheating  the 
ignoiant  Women,  and  more  ignorant 
Beaux  and  Wits,  who  admire  any 
thing  they  nnderftand  not)  of  a  Re* 
putation,  draw  the  Bookfellers  to  make 
their  Court  to  them.  Another  way 
they  have  to  obtain  this  End)  is,  to  ad- 
vance fome  new  Opinion  of  Wit,  Poe- 
try, &c.  fet  off  with  a  Prefatory  Ef- 
fay  in  defence  of  their  Opinion  *,  and 
this  certainly  takes  with  all,  gaining 
the  Author  not  only  Reputation  wiih 
the  Dealers  in  Wit,  but  alfo  with  the 
minor  Criticks  (that  is,  evVy  ignorant 
Reader)  and  wondrous  efteem  with 
Ihe  fair  Ladies,  fo  that  he  may  fave 
theexpence  of  a  Baw'd,and  Whore  up- 
on more  reafonable  terms,  bis  Works 
having  pimp'd  more  effe^ually  for 
hira. 

¥enf.  Another,  who  by  all  his  Con- 
vcrfation  or  Expence  of  Time  and  Mo- 
ncy,couM  gain  no  other  Excellence,  but 
the  enriching  of  his  Face,  or  furniOi- 
ing  himfelf  with  the  names  and  places 
of  abode  of  all  the  Whores  of  City 
and  Suburbs,  is  fain  to  live  upon  the 

Spunge 
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Spunge  the  reft  of  his  days,  and  prefer 
that  wretched  precarious  Subfiftance  to 
Death,  the  end  of  his  Ignominy. 

Jov.  Nay,  and  if  he  have  a  pretty 
Wife  hioifelf,  he  fpares  her  not,  but 
pimps  for  his  Friend  even  at  honoe, 
and  holds  the  Door,  whilft  his  Spoufe 
is  adorning  his  Forehead  :  For  this  he 
gains  the  honourable  Appellation  of 
Sir  JoUy^  or  fomc  very  good  naturM 
Title,  and  the  Tabls  and  Converfation 
of  the  beft  Quality  of  either  Sex  that 
have  any  occafion  to  make  ufe  of 
him. 

Penf.  There  arc  others  whofe  youth- 
ful  Extravagancies  have  driven  'em  to 
the  wretched  fate  of  Spunging,  that 
their  Stock  is  a  pleafant  fort  of  unin- 
telligible Banter,  composed  of  ridicu- 
lous Stories,  Relations  of  bispaft  In- 
trigues or  Adventures,  mofl  of  which 
are  the  cffeft  of  his  morning  Study. 
Thefc  are  the  civileft  Sparks  in  Com- 
pany, in  the  World,  and  will  be  furc 
to  praife  evVy  thing  you  fay,tho'  they 
laugh  at  you  as  much  in  the  next  Com- 
pany they  come  in  ^  and  thefe  are  cal« 
led  Honcfi  Fellows. 

Jqv.  And  1  never  knew  one  of  thofe 
that  were  called  fo,  but  were  the  great- 
ell 
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eft  Rafcalsin  the  World.  There  are 
another  fori  of  Gentlemen  of  the 
Town,  tho'  not  fo  nomerous  as  pre- 
tended, that  live  upon  the  loofer  Af- 
fections of  the  Fair  Scx^  or  rather,  the 
uglier  part  of  it  \  thofe  whofe  Purfes 
arc  forc'd  to  fupply  the  defcft  of  their 
Faces,  and  draw  able  Gallants  to  gra- 
tifie  their  Luft,  whofe  Deformity  elfc 
would  flarve  their  infatiate  defire. 

Penf.  There  is  a  monftrous  Difeafe, 
they  fay,  in  Nature,  which  they^  the 
vulgar,  call  the  W^o//,  which  makes  the 
diftemperM  eat  beyond  Reafon,  and  on 
dcfeft  of  Viauals  is  dcvourM  himfelf 
by  it  i  fo  the  Lull  of  thefe  fort  of  Wo- 
men is  fomething  beyond  the  ordinary 
growth  of  Nature,  not  to  be  faiisfyM 
cv'n  when  the  pcrfoo  is  tir^d,  as  the 
Mejfalina  of  old  ;  but  thefe  are  fo  rare, 
that  certainly  there  is  fcarce  one  in  a 
thoufand  years. 

Soc,  Gad, Gentlemen,  1  find  youare 
both  a  little  in  the  dark  as  to  this  point, 
and  therefore  1  will  only  unfold  it  to  you 
as  the  nature  of  the  thing  is ;  for  take 
my  word  for'c^there  is  no  more  olMon- 
flroHs  and  Vncommon  in  it,  than  there  is 
of  Wit  in  a  Dutchman^  Courage  in  an 
Irtjhmart^  in  a  Sparifjh  Don  Hwndity  or 

Money, 
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Money,  in  a  Frenchman  il^o^e-y?^^  or,  in 
(hort^inan  Vf^trer  or  BookJelUr  Generc- 
fity  :  For  evVy  Woman  that  will  make  a 
Man  Mafterof  her  Perfoo,  ac  the  fame 
time  makes  him  Mafter  of  her  Purfe  *, 
I  mean  not  Common  Womtn^  that  live  by 
Fornication  ^  but  fuch  as  Love  has  be- 
trayM   to  the  Embraces  of   another, 
whether  they  be  fingle  or  niarryM  Wo- 
men, who  arc  far  more  numerous  than 
the  publick  TV^/^^r/ :  And  this  benefit 
is  not  made  only  by  the  Ugly  ^  but  the 
moft  Beautiful,  if  her  Gallant  be  fo  un- 
generous to  defire  it,  or  fo  unhappy  to 
want  it)Will  contribute  to  her  power  to 
his  Satisfaction  :  And  this  is  the  won 
drous  Myftery^  which  makes  fo  many 
admirC)  that  this  Brawny  Injljman  is 
kept,  and  that  Smirkin  Monficur  wears 
fo  many  badges  of  the  Ladies  Favours ; 
tho'  but  the  oiher  day,    the  firft  came 
from  his  Boggs  all  covered  with  Itch 
and  Raggs,  without  any  Portion  but 
Impudence  ^  the  other  a  Pious  Refugee, 
loaden  with   f^ermm   and  Prefumption, 
'Tis  thefe  Kmgbt^Errants   bufjnefs  to 
raife  their  Forcuucs  by   the  mine  of 
half  a  hundred  poor  SerrpflrefTcs  and 
CityPtrrHquemjikirig-Damicls^   till  they 
arrive  to    be  eqaippM    liXe    Gentle- 
men, 
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mcn^and  then  they  fct  up  for  an  Amour 
of  Quality  \  fomc  Diftrers'd  Countcfs 
or  ocher^  negledted  by  her  Lord^  is  ta- 
ken with  his  ilrong  Parts,  and  toothers 
Eternal  chatting  and  frisking,  and  then 
they  live  like  the  Hero's  of  their  Couq- 
triet :  For  if  once  a  Lady  be  fo  unhap- 
py as  to  truft  her  Reputation  into  fuch 
ytUaim  hands,  (he  OQuft  refolve  to  buy 
their  liience  at  the  daily  Expence  of  her 
own,  or  (if  (he  be  marry'dj  her  Huf- 
band's  Purfe.  But  what's  this  to  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Town,  MenofQpa- 
lity  and  Eftate,  the  Beanx  Efprits} 
Their  Experience  grows  with  their 
Yearsi  and  at  middle  a^e  are  more 
knowing  than  an  old  man  in  the  Coun- 
try ;  and  fo  far  only  Ms  true,  they  have 
livM  fafter  than  you.  They  arc  fcrving 
their  Country  abroad  on  EmbalGes  and 
other  Negotiations,  or  conveying  the 
moft  fecretTranfaftions  of  State  to  Po- 
fterity*  which  thofe  that  livM  remoter 
from  the  Springs,  and  fir(t  Caufes 
of  Motion  of  ev'ry  publick  tranfadlion, 
know  nothing  of,tho  neccfTary  for  them 
that  wou'd  give  a  valuable  Hiftory  of 
their  times  ^  all  the  other  can  tranfmit 
to  Poftcrity,  is,  but  a  bare  Narration 
of  what  bappen'd  *,  but  we  let  you  un- 

derltand 
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dcriland  the  true  Rcafon  and  Caufe  of 
that  Accident  or  Council. 

Ptnf.  Wbatthinkyou,  Sir,  of  r/;«- 
cydides^  who  retired  to  his  Country  Ti/- 
la  when  he  writ  his  Hiftory  of  the  Pclo- 
fonnefian  War  ? 

Soc.  Think  of  him,  Sir' why  I  think 
that  if  he  writ  his  Hiftory  in  the  Coun- 
try^ a  much  better  Hiftorian,  Cornelins 
Tacitw^  writ  bis  iu  the  City,  nay,  in  the 
Court*,  and  if  Thticydides  j^iv^s  you  a 
faithful  account  of  the  loUes  on  both 
iideS)  TacitHs  does  no  lefs  ^  but  with  it 
gives  you  theCaufesof  each  War,  the 
Policies  of  carrying  it  on,c^c.  which  was 
theEffcftof  his  Town-life,  and  Con- 
verfation  with  the  Movements  of  the 
Body  Politick.  So  while  you  arc  ftu- 
dyingthc  Machines  of  Defcartesy  we  arc 
ftudying  tlje  fublimer  ones  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  Mankind.  Whilft  you 
are  pruning  your  Trees,  we  arc  con- 
triving the  lopping  off  fuch  Rotten 
Members  that  may  disfigure  or  preju- 
dice the  Publick  Weal. 

Jov,  True,  Sir,  your  Politicks  are 
fo  plenty  here  in  Town,  that  there's 
not  a  Trader,  even  from  the  topping 
Merchantto  the  humble  Trandator,  but 
has  his  (hare  in  Modelling  the  Govern- 
ment 'j 
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ment  ^  and  for  fear  they  (hou'd  (hoot 
wide  of  their  Mark,  the  Weekly  Oh- 
fervator  holds  forth  in  a  wretched  man- 
ner upon  Occurrences  for  their  better 
ioftrui^ion  \  but  I  am  confideDt^  as 
thefe  numerous  Politicians  canUall,  if 
they  clubM  together^  make  one  Ma- 
chiavil^  fo  that  they  arc  more  prejudi- 
cial to  the  Government  than  beneficial. 
The  CofFee-houfe  Politicks  are  but  Fc  w- 
cl  to  Faftions,  and  Foftcrersof  ripen- 
ing Rebellion,  both  from  the  Violence 
of  thofe  that  are  uppermo(t,  and  the 
hot-headed  Hopes  and  Prefumptioos  of 
thofe  that  wou  d  be  fo. 

Pcnf.  But  Mr.  SociahUh  mentioning 
Politicks,  has  brought  to  my  mind  ano- 
ther refuge  of  thofe  Wretches,  who, 
by  that  time  they  come  to  the  Age  we 
mention,  have  fpent  ail  their  Paternal 
Eilatc,  and  that  is  their  adhefion  to 
feme  factious  Engagements  in  Plots  and 
Confpiracics,  hoping  by  a  Change  of 
Government,  to  gain  a  meliorating 
change  of  their  prelling  and  hard  Cir- 
cumftances  ;  and,if  they  be  flirring  and 
Zealous  men  in  the  Caufe  they  efpoufe, 
they  certainly  obtain  encouragement, 
and  gentile  fubfiftance  from  the  Pa- 
trons of  ic. 

Jov. 
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Jov,  'Till  feme  of  ihe  Gang  difco- 
ver,  and  with  the  ignominy  of  an  In- 
former^makcs  fure  of  a  prefcnt  mifcra- 
ble  fubfiftancc,  rather  than  triift  futu- 
rity, and  fo  brings  tbefe  State  Refor- 
mers to  Tthurn^  to  do  a  final  Penance 
for  all  the  Follies  of  their  life  \  where- 
as*, if  they  had  kept  under  their  own 
Vine  in  the  Country,  they  might  have 
left  their  Family  in  as  good  a  Reputati- 
on and  Ability,  as  they  found  it,  if  not 
better  ^  but  now  mufi:  quit  the  Stage  of 
Life,  like  Athcills,  or  tlfe  with  dole- 
ful Lamentations  for  their  mifpent 
time;  tho'  they  wou^d  no  more  be  pcr- 
fwaded  from  thofe  Follies  when  ihcy 
mighty  than  a  DiQenter  from  Pride, 
and  Hypocrifie,  or  an  Author  from 
Arrogance. 

Penf.  The  like  is  the  Fate  of  ano- 
ther fort,  who  arc  fain  to  fet  np  for 
Bhllies^  and  they  are  cither  Men  of 
Cohra^e^  or  at  leaft  great  Proficients  in 
the  Fencing  Faculty,  or  wouM  be 
thought  fo  :  The  firft  makes  it  their 
livelyhood  to  be  of  the  Guard  dn  Corps 
of  fome  Coward  of  Qiiality,  and  is  ob 
ligM  to  ftcp  in  betwixt  danger,  and  his 
Putron-^ifht  commit  fomc  extravagance, 
or  give  fomeaffrcnt^the  Bn/Iy  is  by  wav 

of 


(44  ) 
of  prevention  to  engage  the  Perfon  af- 
fronted in  a  quarrel  with  bim,  Uill  at 
laft,  after  a  pecuniary  Redemption 
from  two  or  three  Morthers,  he  is 
fairly  truft  op  according  to  his  de- 
ferts^  tho'  not  fo  foon.  The  other  is 
an  arrant  Coward,  but  would  put  on 
the  face  of  a  derperate  and  refolnte 
Man,  and  be  is  perpetually  telling  of 
bis  Exploits,  where  he  fuppofes  it 
may  render  him  formidable  (  but  be 
knows  his  Men,  and  before  a  Man  that 
dares  fight,  he's  as  tame  and  peace- 
able an  Animal  as  lives,  tbo'  he  brescbs 
nothing  but  blood  and  wounds  where 
he  reigns. 

But  be  muft  be  better  skill'd  in  the 
Town  than  I  have  ever  been,  that 
can  run  through  all  the  defperate  me- 
thods  Men  are  drove  j  out  of  an  ha- 
bitual laCnefs  and  villainous  Temper, 
to  live  by  in  this  Town. 

Jov.  True,  Coufin,  'twouM  be  end- 
lefs  to  run  through  \m  all,  and  we 
(hall  bit  upon  fome  others  of  them^ 
when  we  come  to  the  fcveral  Conver- 
fationsofthc  Town,  lei  us  therefore 
proceed  to  Old  Age 

Pen.  You  mean  to  thofc  few  that 
live  to  be  old,  for  their  number  is  fo 
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foall  that  'ds  Tcarcc  worth  taking  no- 
tice of  it. 

Jew.  Wcll^  thofe  few  whofc  ftrong 
Conftitutions,  in  fpight  of  inteirpc- 
ranccihave  brought  them  to  gray  hairs^ 
having  been  usM  to  fuch  a  habit  of 
EfFemmacy,  and  Lewdnefs  all  iheir 
lives^  cannot  yet  think  of  gi  owing  fc- 
rioos,  and  having  experienced  the  pu- 
nilhnacnt  of  Old  Age  in  thcii  y'inle 
Stdtc^  fancy  they  ought  now,  like  the 
Serpent)  to  flip  their  Skin,  and  put  ia 
for  Boys  Game  again.  And  here  re- 
news the  Scene  of  Keeping,  for  on  no 
other  Condition  can  an  Old  Letcher 
Whore,  tho*  wiih  one  that  has  fervM 
half  the  Town.  With  thefe  feme  an- 
tiquated Player  goes  dowo^  and  (he 
that  has  been  glad  to  take  up  with  a 
Footman  in  time  of  yore,  is  now  ex- 
alted to  the  Knight,  or  Lord,  and  has 
allowance  fufScicnt  for  her  either  to 
quit  the  Houfe,  or  elfe  to  maintain  a 
Spruce  young  Lover  of  her  own. 

Soc,  Nay^  gad  Gentlemen,  1  have 
not  a  word  to  fay  for  thofe  Old  Grey- 
bearded  Fornicators,  ufe  them  ?%  you 
pleafe,  they  are  the  Grievance  of  the 
Town,  and  ought  to  retire  to  their 
CottOtry  Seacs>  and  retrieve,  or  fave  for 

their 
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their  Sons  to  have  their  turn  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  pleafures  of  the  City. 
Therefore  I  care  not  if  I  give  you  a 
helping  hand  toward  their  Condemoa- 
tion,  at  leaft  as  far  as  a  modeft  Innendo 
will  go,  that  is,  as  to  their  prepofte- 
reus  fart  of  Lui^;  afle^ing  that  which 
is  enough  to  tame  a  young  Lover, 
5/ripe/,Gcnclemen>in  great  abundance  \ 
but>  indeed,  as  all  their  Amours  are  un- 
natural ,  lb  an  account  of  them  is 
oaufeous.  But  let  us  confider  your 
Country  Sparks  of  Ninety  Nine,  their 
Heads  are  now  grown  up  to  State-Af- 
fairs, and  when  they  (houM  be  think- 
ing of  a  Voyage  to  the  StygUn- Lak£^ 
they  are  hunching  out  into  ihe  Sea  of 
Politicks,  making  Parties  for  being  Kts. 
of  the  Shire,  fquabling  to  be  BurgefTes. 
Then  up  they  come  to  Town  at  the 
next  Scffion  of  Parliament,  and  the 
Houfe  is  allarmM  with  fome  wonde- 
rous  darigcr,  their  perfpicatious  eyes 
have  difcover'd,  gathering  in  a  Cloudy 
and  juft  ready  to  fall  on  the  Nation : 
Long  Speeches  of  the  Liberty  and  Pro- 
perty of  thcSubjcft  diverts  the  Houfe 
from  difpatching  preding  Affairs  of 
State,  and  fo  by  the  procraftination 
of  Rcfolves  cuts  off  the  Opportunities 
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ofthc  Glory  of  the  Nation;  being  ge- 
nerally ignorant  that  there  is  fuch  a 
Crifis  in  the  Movement  of  all  Pubiick 
Affairs,  that  if  it  be  let  flip,  'tis 
beyond  recovery :  They  fee  not  the 
Caufes  of  things^  nor  are  capable  of 
undcrftanding  ihenoii  any  more  than 
a  Boy  that  has  not  learnt  his 
Graminar  ,  is  of  the  Entity  of  Kca- 
fon^  and  therefore  make  no  quicker  a 
difpatch.  Then  perhaps,  for  a  Relax- 
ation from  Publick  Affairs,  the  good 
Old  Gentleman  takes  a  turn  in  the 
Park^  CirayS'Inn-Walki^  or  thofe  of 
UncolnsJnn  •,  or  may  be,  out  of  pure 
Zeal,  or  Devotion,  goes  to  hear  lome 
Famous  Man  hold  forth,  fees  fome 
Charming  Phillisthzl  is  French  with- 
out, as  well  as  within,  that  is,  that 
has  never  a  Smock  to  her  cockM  Com- 
mode ;  and  a  painted  face  above,  with 
the  French  Nohlefs  raging  beneath  ^  is 
deeply  cnamoui'd  with  her,  finds  out 
her  Walks,  Woos  her  with  ardour, 
and  the  perfwafive  Rhetorick  of  his 
Eftatc  i  gains  the  Fair  one,  i^  Marry'd, 
Pox'd,  and  Dead  in  a  quarter  of  a 
ycarj  the  Whore  gees  a  good  Jointure, 
Money,   and  Health  by  the  Bargain  •, 
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and  this  is  ofcca  the  EfFefts  of  his  Anti- 
quated Politicks. 

Others  are  raking  and  fcraping  to 
fill  th€ir  Baggs,  and  ftarving  both 
themrelves,  and  their  Families  in  the 
Country,  while  their  Spendthrift  Sons 
are  fending  it  going  by  Wholefale 
here,  and  before  the  Cnrmudgcons  dyc^ 
have  dipt  moft  part  of  their  Eftates  in 
jHdgmcnts^  Bonds^  zndWarrants. 

Ten.  And  well  he  defervesit,  that 
fends  his  Son  to  Town  for  Edncaticmi 
when  he  might  as  well  think  to  find 
Truth  in  the  boafted  Cures  of  an  Em- 
piric^ the  Promifes  of  a  Courtier,  or  in 
the  Rodomontades  of  a  Bully^,  as  Scnfc, 
or  Good  Breeding  in  London. 

Jov.  But,  quitting  now  Old  Age, 
the  Follies  of  which  arc  fo  numerous, 
and  far  more  odious  than  thofe  of 
younger  years,  let  us  advance  to  the 
Converfations  of  the  Town,  on  which 
Mr.  Sociable  pretends  to  put  fo  great  a 
value,  tho'  we  fhall  find  them  as  little 
worth  our  efteem,  as  Vain-glory  in  a 
Philofopher,  Obfcurity  in  a  Poet,  or 
Boafting  in  a  Souldicr. 

Pen.  I  can  fee  but  two  Ends  in  Con- 
verfation.  Profit,  and  Plcafurei  the 
iwfrovement^  or  divcrjton  of  the  mind  i 
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aod  if  it  deviate  from  this,  or  tend 
wholly  to  diverfion  ,  ^tis  certainly 
faulty. 

Jov*  But  the  Converfation  of  the 
TowD,  tends,  ftriftly  fpeaking  to  nei- 
ther i  and  only  gratifies  Hate^  or  Lujh^ 
the  cxpofing  the  abfent.  Enemies  or 
not,  is  never  confider'd,  the  abfent 
being  lawful  prize  for  laughter,  or  elfe 
their  Difcourfe  is  running  over  their 
Amours  in  their  lewd  drefs.  So  that 
^tis  evident  that  there  is  nothing  that 
can  contribute  to  the  improvement  of 
the  Mind. 

Penf.  And  I  am  fure  the  Mind  can 
delight  in  nothing  that  does  not  in 
fome  meafure  yield  a  benefit  to  it. 

Soc.  A  pretty  regulation  of  Conver- 
fation thiS)  if  1  miftake  not/  So  that 
yea  wou^d  reduce  the  World  to  that 
pafs,  that  evVy  Company  (houM  bean 
Academy,  or  a  Convivium  Philofopho^ 
»'«'»;  ha!  ha!  ha  !  but  I  am  of  much  a 
contrary  Opinion  •,  I  think  that  Con- 
verfation was  ordain'd  for  the  palTing 
away  our  idle  hours  with  pleafure  : 
Thus  far  however  I'll  agree  with  you, 
3S  to  grant  it  (hou'd  fometimes  be  con- 
fider'd  as  an  improvement,  when  we 
endeavour  for  the  converfe  of  Men  of 
D  Senie 


Senfc  and  Wit,  which  may  bring  us 
to  a  habit  of  talking  wittily.  But  for 
your  grave  ftarchM  Debates  of  the 
Motion  of  the  Earth,  the  Magnetical 
Quality  of  the  Load-ftone,  the  Saline 
Quality  of  the  Sea,  and  fuch  Specula- 
lions  over  a  Bottleof  good  Wine,  is 
perverting  the  ule  on't,  and  is  as  odd 
as  Steeple-Hats  for  the  Beaus  of  Co- 
vtnt  Garden^  or  a  Ruff  or  Farthingale 
for  the  Ladies,  deferving  rather  our 
laughter,  than  admiration. 

Jov.  Then  you  are  for  no  Conver- 
fation,  but  in  a  Tavern,  Sociable} 

Soc.  Yes,  yes,  Jovial^  I  ana  for  Con- 
verfing  in  a  Lady's  Chaniber  too  i 
where  you  wou'd  make  a  very  pretty 
Figure,  with  your  Syjiems  and  Hypo- 
thefes :  When  you  (hou'd  be  talking  of 
the  Beauties  of  the  Lady  that  entertains 
you,  the  fpreading  Conquefts  of  her 
eyes,  and  the  torment  of  your  heart, 
which  is  one  of  her  Captives. 

Jov.  And  fo  to  ev'ry  Lady  you  come 

to Well,    but  if  wc  permit  you 

to  talk  of  Love  and  Torments  in  a 
Lady's  Chamber,  of  News,  and  New 
Plays  in  a  Coffee- Houfe,  of  the  Cheats 
of  the  Vintners  at  the  Tavern,  will  you 
allow  no  Man  time  nor  place  for  more 
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fubllantial  Difcoiirfe?  Mud  Bawdry, 
and  Quibbles  take  up  a  whole  Nighfs 
Converfation^  and  chat  from  Night  to 
Night  all  the  Year  round  ?  This  is  but 
at  beft  a  Repetition  of  the  fame  thing 
in  another  drefs^  a  more  plaufiblc  tho^ 
more  Criminal  fort  of  Tautology,  fince 
the  Repetition  confifts  in  that  which 
once  to  mention  is  naufeous^  and  con- 
fcquently  too  often. 

Soc.  Therefore  to  avoid  the  cloy- 
ing our  felves  with  the  fame  Difh,  we 
vary  our  Company,  and  fo  meet  with 
variety  of  IVtt^  and  always  fomething 
Mip,  and  Snrfri[ing,  Whereas  in  the 
Country,  you  mult  be  content  with 
fuch  as  your  thin  Neighbourhood  af- 
fords you  i  or  for  better,  ride  as  far 
as  the  Jews  of  old  went  to  Church; 
but  here  in  Town,  Company  is  more 
numerous,  out  of  which  you  may  cull 
enough  to  pafs  the  leifure  hours  with 
pleafure. 

Ftn.  Leifure  hours.  Sir !  why  fuch 
are  all  your  hours,  1  think  •,  for  I  can 
perceive  nothing  you  do  but  Eat, 
Drink,  and  Whore,  and  fo  to  Bed  ; 
moving  perpetually  in  this  miferahU 
thoH^htlefj  Circle. 

Jov.  But,  my  dear  Sociable^  me- 
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thinks  there  is  not  variety  enough  in 
yoor  Converfation,  ev'n  as  you  repre- 
fent  it,  for  one  Night  j  if  Obfcenity 
and  Intrigue  be  all  your  Difcourfe) 
you  mufl:  be  forcM  to  a  repetition  of 
the  matter^  if  not  of  the  nuumer. 

Soc.  Why  you  fancy  now  our  Meet- 
ings like  yours  in  the  Country,  where 
two  or  three   Grave  Juftices  of  the 
Qmrnm  meet  together,  and  are  fain  to 
fit  filent  half  the  time,  unlefs  they  call 
in  the  Landlord  to  break  a  dry  jeft ; 
becaufe  they  know  not  what  to  fay, 
when  they  have  once  run  through  the 
Adventures  of  their  Jurifdidion,  the 
Price  of  Corn,  the  falling  or  rifing 
of  Rents,  and  fucb  their  ufual  Tofics^ 
unlefs  they  begin  again  *,  but  you  take 
a  wrong  notion  of  our  Societies  from 
them  i   here  we  always  have  a  nume- 
rous Club,    fometimes  of  a  do2en, 
fddom  under  ten ;    and  then  by  that 
time  one  has  done  with  his  Intrigues, 
the  next  hat  frefb  Adventures  to  im* 
pnt,  or  fome  Poetic  EITay  perhaps  to 
Communicate,   and  fo  we  never  want 
Difcourfe,  nor  ever  are  troubled  with 
the  fame 

Jcv.  The  fame  words  you  mean,  for 
I  am  fare  the  fame  mauer,   as  i  have 
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faid,  is  fain  to  ferve  you,  onlv  Cooked 
up  in  fevcral  mannerj.  And  as  tor  your 
valuing  your  Company   for   being  fo 
many,  I  find  you  have  forgot  that  of 

th«  incomparable    COli^LT 

Few  FriiTjds^  and  true  •,  many  Eook^^  nnd 
good.  And  of  fuch  is  our  Converfation 
and  Studies  composM.  Nor  do  we 
envy  your  Societies  for  being  fo  full, 
fince  wc  arc  fatisfy'd  that  hurry  and 
much  Company  contribute  not  at  all 
to  their  perfections  t\ki\\t  Noify  Ptt^ 
and  the  hkz^z,%ng  Charge^  wouM  he  the 
moft  agreeable  places  of  Convcrfe. 
Whereas  we  had  rather  confine  our 
Meetings  to  the  number  of  the  Graces^ 
than  extend  them  to  that  of  the  Mufas^ 
much  lefs  go  beyond  themj  unltis 
where  Publick  Affairs  engage  a  more 
general  Meetings  which  we  reckon  a- 
moDg  the  cxccntrick  hours  of  our 
Lives. 

Soc.  Youfeem  to  brand  our  Conve:- 
fations  with  the  infamy  of  harreniiers 
ia  Difcourfe,  and  that  we  are  confined 
to  the  fame  thing  eternally,  which  ia 
my  Opinion  fits  yours  much  belter ; 
the  manuriuR  of  your  Lands,  the  fan« 
cy'd  Interefts  of  your  PrecincJlf,  the 
improvement  of  your  Clover-grafs,  the 
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beft  Receipt  of  making  Sider  keep, 
and  the  moft  ufeful  Traps  to  catch 
Vermin,  with  the  learned  Common 
places  1  have  mentioned  butnow,  take 
up  all  your  Difcourfes.  While  we  arc 
regalM  with  the  fprightly  efforts  of 
fancy,  and  all  the  World  is  the  fubjed 
of  our  Entertainment. 

Jov.  Eternal  Rovings  indeed,  take 
up  all  your  time  and  Employment,  anJ 
therefore  \\%  no  wonder  your  Dif- 
coorfe  is  of  the  fame  Itamp.  But  if  1 
Ihou'd  grant  you  that  variety  you  con- 
tend for,  yet  1  can  never  think  perpe- 
tual Chat  en  whatever  comes  upper- 
inoft^witbout  coherence,  ordefign,  can 
merit  any  Name  but  that  of  egregiotu 
trtfimg^  below  the  Converle  of  School- 
Boys. 

Pifif.  But  ours  is  that  of  Rational 
Men;  for  one  Gentleman  employs  him- 
felf  in  Stndy^  and  with  him  we  im- 
prove in  Speculations*,  another  in  Ex- 
ferimtntal  Ohftrvations^  which  give  us  a 
light  into  the  Wonders  of  Nature,  and 
M;iterial  Beings  ^  then  what  Noble 
delight  to  compare  and  fee  how  the 
Theory  and  Practice  agree,  and  how 
they  differ.  One  is  bufied  in  Cantnin^^ 
another  in  j^^ric^linre^  ^c^  And  thus 
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our  Converfaiion  wiih  cafe  and  Pica- 
fure  brings  us  to  the  knowlcd[^c  of 
Nature  in  all  her  parts,  Iboncr  than 
Dining  ac  Pontackls^  or  the  EUw-Pofts^ 
or  Lock^t'^s  about  Six  in  the  Evening  ; 
than  by  fpending  the  Day  in  Sleep,  the 
Night  in  Drinking,  and  Whoring  ; 
than  by  boafting  of  Intrigues  they  ncVr 
arrived  to;  fo  robbing  thofe  of  their 
Reputation,  whom  they  couM  not  of 
their  Honour. 

Jav.    But    for    the  gaining  of  the 
knov?ledge  of  Mankind,  for  which,  Mr. 
Sociable  feemM  to  value  the  Town-lifei 
the  moft  skillful  is  but  a  Bungler  at  ir, 
I  mean  of  rhofc  that   keep  the  moft 
Compai]y,     their  Knovflcdgc    feldoni 
reaching  any  further  than  thofe  with 
whom  they  have  had  a  long  and  pcrfo- 
nal  Acquaintance^    with   a  Str;ingcr 
they  are  as  far  to  feck,  as  the  mofl  Soli- 
tary Country  Man,  i^ay  and  farther,  if 
he  have  but  a  little  inllght  into  the 
nature  of  the    PafTions,    and  their  ef- 
fei^s  on   the  outward  appearance  ;  the 
heft  {or to(  Phi ftop^m/rjy.    Thefe  Gentle- 
men of  the  Town  know  Man  fo  little, 
that  they  cannot    diltinguifh  between 
Offorent  di(}imiilation^  and  reality^   efpe- 
dally  if  ihe  firft  feera  the  Icaft  encli- 
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ning  to  their  advantage.  Hence  pro- 
ceeds fuch  a  medly  in  their  Companies) 
aDdiMeetings;chaoce»and  not  inclination 
and  Reafon  guiding  them  in  the  Choice^ 
they  Scled  foch  to  fpend  thofe  hours 
mih^  in  which  they  defign  to  indulge 
themfelves  the  moft,  as  ought  rather 
with  the  greateftcautiofl  to  be  avoided. 
Oo  the  other  hand,  thofe  that  wouM 
pafs  for  very  carious  io  culling  out 
their  Company,  generally  err  as  much-, 
the  Boon  Companion^  that  isy  in  plain 
£n&li(b)  a  Rake-hell,  is  much  carels'd  *, 
and  this  is  one  that  drinks  fordriok's 
fake,  that  makes  bimfelf  not  only  his 
own  f  but  the  God  of  all  tbac  keep 
him  Company  ^  his  words  are  Oracles 
with  them  ^  and  \is  lookM  upon  as  a 
great  fcandal,  if  any  of  them  fall  Qiort 
of  his  Pint  Glafs,  or  his  Blafphemous 
or  Treafonable  Jeft  j  or  rather  than 
fail,  a  Health  to  the  Devil,  or  at  lead 
Friendly  and  Sociable  Damnation  to 
one  another.  Such  arc  the  Topping 
Heroes  of  the  Tavern,  into  whofe 
Company  ^is  no  fmall  happincis  to 
be  admitted,  tho*  they  value  none  but 
for  their  own  prefent  diverfion,  not 
caring  a  ftraw  when  the  midnight  De- 
boachisover,  ifall  the  Company  were 
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fent  to  the  Devil,  either  by  civilly 
breaking  their  own  nccks^  or  decently 
cutting  one  anothers  throats;  which 
wou'd  at  worft  fervc  for  a  pleafant 
raillery  in  the  next  Club. 

Pen.  A  very  prudent  Choice,  to  ca- 
rcfs  thofc  as  Friends,  who  wouM  no 
more  contribute  Sixpence  to  the  fub- 
(iltance  of  him  that  had  fpent  all  his 
Youth  and  Eftate  in  their  Converfa- 
tion,  than  a  College- Phyfician  wou'd 
to  the  mainienance  of  a  broken 
Quack. 

Jov.  Nor  couM  they  expert  any 
better  from  them,  that  wouM  fpare 
neither  God,  nor  their  King,  if  they 
ftood  in  competition  with  a  wretched 

Then  for  the  demure  modefl  Man^ 
or  rather  he  that  obtains  that  name  ^ 
he's  only  a  fly  Species  of  Cowardije^ 
that  is  complaifani  in  all  Companies, 
admiring  every  one  belore  his  face, 
but  laughing  and  jeering  in  a  dumfy 
manner  to  the  next  Confident  they 
meet :  This  Spark  is  cringing,  and 
proffering  his  Service  to  evVy  one,  but 
worfe  at  performance  than  a  Cour- 
tier 

Penf.  But  pray,  Mr.  Jovf«l^  let  ik 
D  J  not 
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not  dwell  thus  upon   Geoerals^    but 
take  a  view  of  the  Particulars,    and 
then  fee  what  plcafure  the  enjoyment  of 
their  Company  aftbrds. 

Jov.  Lec^s  cherefore  divide  their  Con- 
verfations  into  their  feveral  parts,  as 
that  of  Che  City,  and  thai  of  this  end 
of  the  Town. 

Fenf.  To  begin  therefore  with  this 
end  of  the  Town,  as  the  molt  honou* 
rable,  being  the  refort  and  rendzvoos 
of  Quality;  let  us  coniider  them  under 
their  feveral  Denominations}  ziBiaus^ 
Rak^htOs^  and  Wits. 

Jov,  A  meer  Btau  is  a  Creature 
compounded  of  Perugue,  Cravat  and 
Cravat- firing,  and  nne  Goaths;  a 
Pocket  Looking  glafs,  and  Pocket 
Comb^  Perfumes  and  PuIviilio\  fine 
Coach  and  fine  Equipage ;  an  Amorous 
glance,  a  white  Hand,  and  Diamond 
Ring  on  Finger^  he^s  more  skilful  in 
Fafhions,  and  the  nicety  of  the  making 
a  Coat  and  Breeches  than  a  Taylor,  in 
Silks  and  Ribbons  than  a  Mercer  or 
Milliner  *,  and  fo  in  all  the  Trades  and 
Profeilions  that  goto  the  making  him 
up)  oratleaft,  fancies  himfelf  to  be  fo  ^ 
his  Difcourfe  is  of  nothing  but  BtJkt 
doHx^  Amorous  intrigoes,  or  the  Love- 
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iick  Ladies  that  are  dying  for  him  *, 
but  chiefly^  the  Modes  and  Drcfks  of 
both  Men  and  Women  ^  as,  who  dref- 
fes  beAj  who  molt  adron  wears  his  Hat 
or  her  Commode  ^  who  adjults  his  Pe- 
ruque  with  the  beft  Grace,  or  her  wan- 
ton Curls  with  the  mofl;  taking  Air^ 
has  the  moft  curious  fancjr  in  the  choice 
of  his  Stockings,  or  her  Manto^  the 
nicefl:  Judgment  in  the  cuts  of  bis  Sleeve 
or  Pocket,  the  belt  Meen  in  his  Motion^ 
the  greatcft  Ma)efty  in  his  fitting  ftili : 
His  places  of  refort  are  Covem  Garden 
Church  about  Ten,  if  be  can  get  upfo 
early,   the  Park,  the  Play,  and  torn. 
Wra$ne^%  Coffee- houfe,  which  indeed  is 
the  Tiring  or  Dreflring-room,before  he 
either  goes  to  a^  his  part  in  a  Ladies 
Chamber,  or  to  Ogle  the  Nymphs  in 
the  Boxes  or  Mufick  meetings  :  Here 
he  makes  his  advances  to  the  Glafs,pulls 
out  his  Comb,  difcriminates  the  Curls, 
which  perhai>s  by  the  incivility  of  the 
Air  had  been  entangled  :  Here  he  pra- 
ftifes  bis  feveral  Pofturcs,  and  runs  o- 
ver  his  (hort  Inventory  of  Thoughts, 
that  he  may  cull  our,  according  to  the 
depth  of  his  Judgment,  what  is  mo(t 
killing  with  the  Fair.     His  fecict  and 
molt  retirM  Entertainment  is  to  pra- 
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ftife  a  new  Dance,  Song  or  Bow .  He 
is  never  eafie  in  a  Suit,  tho^  never  fo 
fiefli,  if  he  happen  to  meet  with  one  of 
a  newer  Cut,  or  Mode ;  Drcfs  and  In- 
trigue are  all  his  Study.  What  abun- 
dance of  Pleafure  therefore  muft  his 
Converfation  afford ! 

Penf.  But  there  is  another  Clafs  of 
Beans y  who  arc  Candidates  for  Wit 
too,  and  they  have  the  additionary  en- 
lign  of  their  Prehemincnce,  a  Snuff- 
box, with  the  white  hand  twiri'd  up 
con  licentia  Seignior^  to  ev'ry  Box  that  is 
opened,  which  thing  alone  is  enough  to 
qualifie  hira  for  a  Wit,  and  therefore 
we'll  place  him  among  the  Wics,  and 
herepafs  to  the  Rake-hells. 

"jov.  A  Rake-hell>  in  his  proper  de- 
finition, according  to  the  Opinion  of 
the  Learned  of  that  Fraternity,  is  one^ 
that  Will  flay  away  his  hundred  found  at 
fight^  TUt  at  fight^  fthat  is,  without 
Thought  cr  Confiderationj  and  Whore 
at  fight ^  and  Drink  at  fight  ^  and  who- 
ever palles  thefe  dgrecs,  has  been  ad- 
judged of  the  Family  ofthtRakthellonims^ 
qualify'd  according  to  Law,and  without 
which  no  Man  can  lawfully  aflame  that 
name,  any  more  than  a  place  at  Court 
without  taking  the  Tcft  and  Oaths.  His 

other 
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other  Exploits  are  but  efFedls  of  thefe 
Qualifications,  as  engaging  with  the 
Watch,  breaking  of  Windows,  beat- 
ing up  the  Quarters  of  the  Bawd,  that 
commands  a  Squadron  of  Wenches  to 
her  Relief-,  bilking  of  Whores  and 
Coachmen,  outfacing  a  Dun,  and  break- 
ing the  Creditor's  Head  that  asks  for 
his  Money,  kicking  the  Drawer  down 
Stairs  ^  to  omit  Oaths  and  Imprecati- 
ons, more  numerous  than  other 
Words.  Blafphemy  and  Treafon  are 
Trifles  they  never  ftick  at :  Friendfliip 
he  has  none;  Honour  he  has  none  j  nor 
any  Love  but  Luft,  or  Pleafure  but 
Drinking,  being  a  Devote  to  Drun- 
kennefs.  His  other  Qualiiications  we 
have  had  already,  fo  that  this  Spark 
is  like  to  yield  wonderful  Pleafure  in 
DifcGurfe,  fit  for  a  Rational  Man ! 

Stc.  This  Extravagance  affords  Di- 

verdon  enough  now  and  then: But 

what  fay  you  to  the  Men  of  Wit?  I 
hope  their  Ccnvcrfation  is  of  a  higher 
Degree  in  your  Eftcem  ? 

Jov.  Truly,  very  little  j- The 

Wics,  indeed,  are  of  a  large  Extent, 
aod  afford  a  Spacious  Field  of  Confi- 
deration,  of  which  very  few  are  worth 
Coaverfing  with,  at  the  Expeuce  of 

our 
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our  Time,  and  Happinefs,  in  living  in 
Town  for  their  fakes.     They  are  di- 
vided  into  Criticks  and  Authors :  The 
Criticks  in  general,  arc  cvVy  one  that 
has  Money  to  Buy,  or  Leifurc  and  Pa- 
tience enough  for  to  Read  -,  even  from 
the  Groom  to  the  Lord,    from  the 
Prentice  to  the   Alderman,  from  the 
Chambermaid  to  the  Countefs,  from 
the  little  Mifs  in  the  Nurfery,  to  the 
grave  Matron  in  her  Clofet  j  from  the 
Beardlefs  Boy  to  the  Grey  and  Ho- 
nourable Head  of  Old  Age.    But  more 
precifely  fpeaking,  this  Appellation  is 
properly  circumfcrib'd  to  the  Compafs 
of   Covent    Garden^    and    the    Inns  of 
Court ^  and  they  eafily  fet  up ;  for  a  pret- 
ty good  AlTurance,  a  Familiarity  with 
an  Author  of  th::  lower  Clafs,  or  a  fight 
of  one  of  the  firft  Form,  with  a  Con- 
demning-Face  on  all  that  is  fpcke  of, 
or  read  ^  dubs  any  one  an  uncontro- 
vertible Cm/c/^-   for  there  is,  as  they 
fuppofe,  a  wonderful  deal  of  Wic  in 
finding  fault  ^  tha.  is,  in  the  abfence 
of  i\\^  Author  they  condemn  ;  for  *tis  a 
General  Rule,  with  very  few  Excepti- 
ons, to  Damn  the  Abfent,  and  Extol 
the  Prefent.   But  if  they  arrive  to  the 
pertnefs  of  fpeaking  Decifively  of  any 
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thing,  with  a  Tiafel  Reafon  at  the  end 
on'c^they  are  adnjittcd  as  unappealable 
judges  in  point  of  Wit  and  Criticifms^ 
tho  they  have  borrowM  their  Notion 
from  fome  other,  and  which,  ii:  may 
be,  has  pafsM  through  more  hands  than 
the  Money  in  their  Pockets  i  yet  whilft 
they  are  in  pofleffion  of  it,  they  plead 
as  equal  a  right  to  that,  as  to  the  o- 
ther;  and  to  fay  Truth,  to  deny  'em 
that  Priviledge,  wouM  render  them 
very  filent,  and  as  poor  in   Critical 
Nonfenfe,  as  to  ftop  the  Circulation 
of  Money  wouM   both  Traders  and 
Gentlemen  in  the  Purfe. 

Fenf,  He  that  can  give  a  piercing 
Judgment  of  fome  admirable  Pafl'age  in 
the  laft  dull  Prologue,  brings  all  the 
Authors  to  his  Awful  Tribunal,  as  of- 
ten as  they  appear  in  Print ',  and  all  the 
Fry  of  Minor  Criticks  follow  with  Im- 
plicit Faith,  all  his  Opinions  for  the 
future. 

jQv.  To  fay  the  Truth  of  the  Mat- 
ter, As  the  deftrudlionof  Pipes  is  the 
multiplication  of  Stoppers,  fothcde- 
ftrudlion  of  Authors  Reputations  is  the 
multiplication  of  Criticks-,  for  one 
Author  that  is  damnM,  fliall  fee  up  at 
leaft  half  a  hundred  of  them.    And 

for 
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for  the  Convcr ration  of  thefe  Sparks, 
one  wouM  no  more  chufe  it,  than  the 
Seffions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer^  where 
nothing  but  Hell  and  Damnation 
makes  up  all  the  Difcourfe :  Put  them 
out  of  their  Road  upon  any  thing  of 
Moderation,  and  Indifferent  Mattersi 
and  they  areas  mute  as  fo  many  Fiflies, 
till  the  leaft  opportunity  offers  it  fclf 
for  them  to  catch  hold  of,  to  repeat 
their  Naufeous  Obfervations,  viz. 
That  this  Verfe  did  not  Rhirae  wel), 
that  was  a  little  too  rough,  without  any 
regard  to  the  Senfe  of  it  j  that  being 
beyond  their  Talent. 

Soc.  Gad,  you  are  as  tedious  upon 
thefe  Locufts  of  Converfation,  as  the 
Ordinary  of  Newgate  in  his  Prefatory 
Introdudtions  to  the  woful  Cataftrophe 
of  a  Pick-pocket  •,  or  an  old  deca^'d 
Gentlewoman,  in  running  over  the 
endlefs  Topick  of  her  Pedigree  •,  as  if 
you  were  afraid  to  come  to  the  Teft 
of  our  Mea  of  true  Senfe  and  Wit. 

Jov.  What  do  you  mean  ?  Your 
Compofers  of  Songs  to  Sylvia^  PhilUsy 
Cloris^  and  Clemene  ?  Your  everlafting 
Murderers  of  Horace^  Ovid^  and  the 
reft  of  the  Rman  Wits,  for  the  fake  of 
the  Bookfeliers  ?  Are  thofe  your  Hera's  ? 

The 
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The  fit  ft  have  all  their  IVit  and  Difconrfc 
bounded  with  the  melting  Charms  of 
Sylvia^  the  winning  Eyes  of  Clori^^  the 
fnowy  Bofom  of  Fhilli^^  and  the  pket- 
ty  Hand  of  Clemene  •,  the  Cruelty  of 
one  Fair  one,  the  Sweetnefsof  another, 
theSighofaThird,  and  the  Voice  of 
a  Fourth  ;  and  tho'  one  wouM  ima- 
gine, that  ufe  (which  gives  Perfection 
very  often)  (hou'd  rrjake  them  perfect 
Matters  ia  the  Defcription  of  Beauty 
and  Paffion  ;  yet,  alas,  their  Barren 
Minds  and  Fancies  produce  nothing  but 
Eternal  Wretched  Tantologies  that  the 
hcaviefl:  thoughts  Dulnels  couM  fur- 
nilh,  or  their  lighter -/^/^wrwiinfpire. 
That  of  the  incomparable  Hndibras 
may  very  well  flow  from  the  Confide- 
ration  of  the  Eflays  of  thefs  Candidates 
of  Wit,  and  Afpircrs  to  the  Bays : 

WoH^d  it  not  makf  one  firange^ 

Th.it  fome  Mens  Fancies  Jhon^d  m\e 

change. 
That  theyJhoH^d  always  do  dnd  fay 
The  felf  fame  thing  the  felf  fame  way  ? 

ThisConverfation  (I  mean,  their  Dif- 
courfe^  for  1  wouM  not  have  you  ima- 
gine, I  think  'cm  guilty  of  Conftancy 

in 
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in  any  thing,  where  they  are  capable  of 
aUering)  is  of  the  fame  unchangeable 
nature  with  their  Writings  •,  if  they 
have  any  thing  tolerable,  you  have  it 
the  firft  time  yon  fee  them,  and  'twou'd 
be  to  puc  your  felf  into  the  Circum- 
flanceof  a  medkfs  Repetition,  ever  to 
come  near  *em  more :   Then  for  the 
other,   the  greater  part  of  them  are 
not  capable  of  underltanding  the  eafi- 
efl:  Verfe  in  all  Horace^  Ovid^  or  f^n- 
gil^  or  any  other  of  the  Latines^  and 
only  build  themfelvcs  the  Reputation 
of  Scholars,  on  the  Labours  of  Mr. 
Creech^  or  Brome'^s  Tranflation  of  Ho- 
race by  feveral  Hands  •,  Sandf%  Ovid^t 
Metamorfhofes^  or  a  wretched  old  Vcr- 
fion  of  Ovid's  Efijiks^  by  fome  Atony- 
mOH$  jinthor^  or  Oglthy\  V'^rgil^  molt  of 
which  they  borrow  from,  and  cv'n  fall 
fhortof  their  Excellence.    And  if  you 
fhou'd  chance  to  ask  'em  in  Company, 
bow  they  came  to  render  fuch  a  Verfe 
or  Word  fo,  and  io^  they  are  as  much 
to  feek,  as  a  certain  Author  that  wouM 
pretend  to  do  an  Ode  from  the  Greek, 
was,  when  he  was  posM  in  the  very 
Alphabet.    Their  Difcourfe^    indeed, 
generally  is  on  the  great  Wil  of  ^^' 
race^  the  Softnefs  of  Ovidj  the  Majc- 

fty 
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fly  of  A^/roi/,  the  Waggifhncfs  of  C^- 
iuUas^  crc,  the'  they  have  no  other 
knowledge  of  them,  than  what  they 
gather  from  former  Tranflators,  or 
the  Opinion  of  fomc  of  our  Major  Do- 
rmi*s  ot  theMufesj  who  have  not  for- 
got the  Confcquencesof  In  Speech^  and 
the  Rudiments  of  the  Latin  Tongue  fo 
far,  but  they  c^n  read  fomething  of 
them  with  the  help  of  large  Anno- 
tations j  and  all  the  Obfcrvations  they 
find  there,  they  give  out  in  their  Mo- 
ther Tongue  for  their  own  •,  and  fo 
pafs  for  profoundly  skill'd  in  the 
Languages. 

Soc,  Nor  thefe,Mr.7ot/iW,do  1  reckon 
among  the  Regales  of  Converfation, 
or  the  Men  of  Wit  and  Senfe,  tl)o'  I 
confcff,  they  afpirc  to  that  Reputa- 
tion and  Name. 

Penf  Much  worfe  qualify'd  tho% 
in  my  Opinion,  than  Cattlwe  for  the 
ConfulQiip. 

Soc,  Or  a  Country  Girl  for  the  In- 
trigues of  the  Town,  or  a  Modeft 
Man  for  a  Bully.  But  flnce  yon  can't 
be  fo  biggotted  to  your  Country  Coo- 
verfe,  as  to  deny  us  the  Happinefs  of 
thegreatefl  Wits  in  the  World  toAf- 
fociate    with,   and    whofc   Company 
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raifes  our  Converfible  Hours  to  the 
higheft  piich. 

Jov,  Faith,  Mr.  Sociable^  you  have 
had  much  better  Luck  than  I,  if  yea 
have  met  with  fuch  wondrous  Excel- 
lence in  their  Company  ^  tho'  I  muft 
confcfs,  I  wouM  fain  know  what  you 
mean  by  your  Wits  ? 

Soc,  Mean  ?  Why  I  mean  fuch  as 
are  really  fo^  Men  whofe  Writings 
have  ravifhM  that  Name  from  Envy 
and  Ignorance,  and  eftablifh'd  their 
Reputation,  ev-n  with  the  Age  to 
come. 

Jov.  Oh^  ho!  you  mean,  I  perceive, 
our  other  Divifion,  your  Authors — 
but  of  thefe,  do  you  tne^n  your  M^n 
of  Kidney,  Learn'd  in  the  profound 
Art  of  Banter,  where  Fancy  flows  in 
like  a  Torrent,  and  does  the  Work 
without  the  help  of  Judgment,  of  the 
Clafs  of  Merry- Andrew  and  Jack^ftid' 
ding^  only  exalted  from  the  Scaffold 
to  the  Prefs  ?  This  is  far  enough  from 
being  Wit,  in  my  Opinion,  tho'  it 
goes  down  with  raw  Youths  at  the  U- 
niverfities.  Clerks  of  the  Minor  Inns 
of  Court,  Prentices,  and  Chamber- 
maids \  or,  perhaps,  old  grave  Dons, 
that  have  been  poring  over  a  Confu- 
tation 
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Ution  of  Bellarmine^  the  future  Occur- 
rences of  1  ime,  and  the  Cataflrophe 
of  the  World,  and  a  Hundred  Tomes 
of  Controverfial  Divinity,  may  take  a 
light  Trifle  for  the  digeftion  of  thofe 
heavier  ones  they  are  continually  Con- 
Yerfant  with,  more  agreeable  in  their 
natures  than  at  firft  you  may  imagine, 
for  both  end  without  any  Satisfa(ftion  to 
the  Readers,  by  Evidence  of  what 
they  are  employM  about ;  when  you 
have  read  the  one  you  are  as  far  to  feek 
as  when  you  fat  down,  or  perhaps* 
farther-,  and  when  you  have  run  over 
the  other,  you'll  be  at  a  fland  to  know 
what  the  Author  aimM  at.  Thefe  fort 
of  Authors,  I  thick,  dtferve  no  high- 
er Title  than  Drolls  ^  and  their  Con- 
verfation  is  fo  corrcfpondent  to  their 
Study,  that  they  never  fpeak  any  thing 
to  the  purpofe  ;  fo  that  their  Perfons 
as  well  as  Writings  are  a  Ridiculous 
Riddle,  I  wou'd  give  no  more  to  be 
skilPd  in,  than  1  wouM  to  the  AiTigns  of 
hm,  Saffold^  of  happy  Memory,  for 
his  Receipt  of  Purging- Pills. 

hnf.  Their  higheft  Excellence,  is^  to 
joke  upon  the  Drawer,  to  banter  the 
Vintner,  to  bilk  their  Lodgings,  to 
fcm  their  Bookfeller,  to  Ridicule  Re- 
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ligion,  and  laugh  at  Solid  Learning. 
Their  only  Enfmefsh  in  enquiring  in- 
to the  Vices  or  Follies  of  one,  or  ano- 
ther i  to  ftufFtheir  Papers  with  Scan- 
dal, or  in  purloining  of  Jefts  from  the 
Company,  which  they  prcfent  the 
Town  with  in  their  next  Eflay/or  their 
own. 

Jov.  The  Cant  of  Alfatia^  a  Book 
of  Merry  Talcs,  a  Common-Place- 
Book  of  Similies,  gathered,  as  youob- 
ferv'dt  from  evVy  Company  they 
come  in,  fets  them  up. 

Soc.  And  yet  (hall  a  Country  Squire 
give  Ten  Pound  to  be  admitted  into 
his  Company,  and  treat  all  that  are 
prefent  into  the  bargain. 

Jov.  If  any  fuch  there  be,  they  de- 
ferve  what  they  meet  with,  that  is,  to 
be  abusM  and  laughM  at  for  Block* 

heads  when  they  arc  gone. Thefe 

arc  Men,  indeed,  of  more  Tongoe 
than  many  of  the  reft  of  the  Scribes, 
for  their  Reputation  and  Subfiftance  de- 
pend on  their  diverting  the  Companyi 
and  there  you  (hall  hear  half  a  Hod* 
dred  times  over  the  Beauties  of  their 
next  piece  of  Banter  they  arc  to  put> 
lift  ;  not  a  pretty  Story,  orAiryJeJ 
but  has  been  made  free  of  all  the  ConJ- 
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panics  they  keep,  for  a  Month  or  two 
before  the  World  fees  it  in  Mood  and 
Form.  Then  all  Mankind,  that  they 
know,  are  the  Subjeds  of  their  Raile- 
ries,  till  fome  ill  Fate  brings  it  to  the 
Ear  of  a  Morofe  Gentleman  that^s  a- 

bus'd, the  Wits  are  thrafh'd,  and 

bafely  fubnsits  to  the  Correction ;  and 
in  this  wretched  manner  are  their 
Lives  fpent,  as  is  very  well  deftribM 
by  an  unknown  Author. 

The  World  may  weB  forgive  him  aU  his 

y//, 

tor  ev^ry  fauk  does  frove  his  Penance 

jha. 

Easily  he  falls  into  fome  dangerous  Noofe^ 
And  then^  as  meanly  labours  to  get  loofe : 
A  Life  fo  Infamous -i  is  better  cjuitttng^ 
Spent  inbafe  Injuring^  and  low  Sfib* 
muting. 

But  the  greateft  Banter  of  their  Life, 
is,  when  they  pretend  to  be  Serious, 
and  apply  themfelves  to  Argument 
and  Reafon  ;  for  they  are  made  of 
fiich  an  odd  Gompoficion,  that  their 
poft  grave  Endeavours  run  naturally 
into  Ridicule. 
Pen/.  Enough,    I    think,   of  thefe 

wretched 
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wretched  Scriblers,  whofe  Fume  is 
built  on  Scandal,  and  whofc  Wit  lies 
in  unaccountable  Trifling;  the  End  of 
whofe  Living  and  Writing  is  the 
fame.  Merry  and  Short,  without 
Thought  or  Defign. 

Soc.  I  have  feen  you  laugh,  Mr.  Jo- 
vial^  very  heartily  at  the  Difcourfe 
and  Books  of  a  certain  great  Mafter 
of  Banter 

Jov.  True,  Mr.  Sociable  •,  but  it  was 
for  the  fame  Reafon  that  I  laugh  at  a 
Country  Scraper,  when  he  attempts  to 
play  on  the  Fiddle,  or  a  Country  Pea- 
fant,  when  be  attempts  a  Dance  *,  that 
is,  for  the  afFefted  aukerdnefs  of  it: 
'Tis  plain,  we  are  dwindling  down  to 
our  Primitive  Dulncfs,  and  the  decay 
of  our  Common  Senfe  is  very  vifible, 
when  we  value  our  felves  upon  Banter 
and  Epigrams  (the  next  Door  to  D«^<^& 
j4crofitcks)  and  pufFthofe  Sotsup  wiih 
Admiration,  who  have  nothing  of  So* 
lid  or  Trne  Wit  in  them. 

Penf.  As  for  molt  of  your  other 
Wits,  of  Authors,  they  referve  their 
whole  Stock  of  Wtt  for  their  Works, 
fo  that  if  you  wouM  Converfc  with 
them  with  Pleafure,  you  mufl  be  as  fel- 
dom  as  may  be  in  their  Company,  for 
that  is  the  dullell  in  the  World.      So^^ 
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Soc.  Why,  you  alter  in  your  Judge- 
ments Gentlemen,  like  a  Clergy-man, 
that  has  the  advantage  of  a  good  Bene- 
fice in  view  ^  you  valuM  not  Converfa- 
lion  but  now,  for  much  talk  i  and  nov^ 
you  condemn  it  for  little. 

Petif  Oh>  Sir,  there's  a  Medium  in 
all  things.  Silence  and  Chat  arc  diftant 
enough  to  have  a  convenient  Difcourfe 
come  between  'em  ^  and  thus  far  I  a- 
gree  with  you,  that  the  Company  of 
the  Author  q{  Abfdom  and  jichitofkel  is 
more  valuable,  tho'  not  fo  talkative^ 
than  that  of  the  Modern  Men  oiBunter:^ 
for  what  he  fays,  is  like  what  he  writes-, 
much  to  the  purpofe,  and  full  of  mighty 
Senfe-,  and  if  the  Town  were  for  any 
thing  defireable,  'twere  for  the  Con- 
vcrfatioa  of  him,  and  one  or  two  more 
of  the  fame  Charader. 

Jov.  But  I  have  feen  your  Wits  fi- 
lencc  this  Great  Man  by  multiplicity 
of  words,  with  little  to  commend  theai 
but  a  verv  great  afliirance. 

tcnf.  The  Gonverfation  of  your  other 
Posts  is  compounded  of  Arrogance,  and 
111  Nature;  for  to  fpcak  in  Commenda- 
tion of  an  abfsnt  Author  in  any  of  their 
Companies,  is  almoftHigh  Treafon, 

Jov.  Nay,  one  had  better  fay  on 
E  gentle 
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gentle  word  ot  LexvU  in  a  Zealous 
CofFee-Woufe  i  and  the  lead  Penalty 
you  can  cxptd,  is  the  Abdication  of 
your  Compaoyiandyouarc  favourably 
dealtwich^  if  you  come  off  fo-,  for,  ten 
to  one  you  are  brought  in  for  Cakes 
and  Ale  in  the  next  Prologue,  or  for 
a  Fop  or  Fool  in  the  next  new  Farce, 
or  lam'd  in  a  Preface  with  a  fquincing 
Reflcdtion  that  looks  a  hundred  ways 
ac  once. 

f€»f.  In  your  Comical  Poet's  Com- 
pany you  (hall  be  teizM  with  one 
damn'd  Impertioeace  or  others  the 
Severity  of  theCriticks,  theSenfelef- 
nefs  of  the  Age  that  can't  rellQi  all  the 
Beauties  of  their  Endeavours  \  and  tho 
perhaps  the  moft  iniipid  Farce  in  Na- 
ture (hall  rail  at  the  ill  nature  of  the 
Town,  that  couM  not  rclifh  his  Scoh- 
rtrs^  &c.  Another  that  has  Succcfs, 
and  no  Merit,vaunls  it  with  the  higheft 
ovation,  and  wants  but  the  Lawrd  lo 
make  it  a  formal  Triumph,  at  which 
be  grafps  with  all  the  CUm  of  Lirkk^ 
Pmdancky  fitc  Glorics  in  the  juft  Rc- 
fieftions  that  are  made  on  his  Perfor- 
mances, as  the  Impotent  Efforts  of 
Envy  J  and  eVy  Company  he  is  in,  he 
thinks  obligM  to  bear  all  bis  Imperci- 

nencics : 
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neDcies :  The  whole  Progrefs  of  his 
Writing  his  laft  Play^  cv^a  to  the  mi- 
nutelt  Adtiooy  Pofitioo  of  his  Body>  as 
Nofiraddmus  does  of  his  placing  himfelf 
for  Prophecy^  with  his  Great  Toe  on 
a  Brafs  Ketde^  his  Fore-Finger  on  hl« 
MoQtb,  &c.  as  if  the  World  ^ere  (b 
highly  iotrellM  in  their  Affairsi  as  to 
be  obii^M  to  take  notice  of  their  fiUy 
and  private  FoDies  \  whereas  their 
Publick  ones,  are  enough  to  tire  u& 
without  an  indnftrioos  difcovering  of 
private  ones.  Nay,  and  *tis  well  he 
has  no  Philofopbyj  he  wouM  eUe  give 
you  eVy  Motion  ot  the  Soul  in  the  Ope- 
ration  ^  and  how  many  Capers  it  cuC 
at  the  production  of  any  Notable  Jeft 
in  his  Scenes. 

Jw.  if  you^re  of  hii  Acquaintance 
(iov  he^s  intimate  with  every  onc^  he 
certainly  informs  you  ofthemoft  fe* 
cret  Intrigues  of  his  Life  ^  how  many 
believing  innocent  Ladies  he  has  De« 
bauch^d,  and  Forfakeuj  or  made  his 
Pcnniworth  of,  nnlefi  he  owe  yon  Mo* 
ney ;  then  all  Intrigues  of  advantage  are 
kept  behind  the  Scenes :  However^  hell 
tell  you.  That  from  that  Spark  he  drew 
fuch  a  Cbarader^  from  that  Lady  ano* 
ther  i  tbo'  to  the  nrft  he  has  been  cbligM 
E  2  beyond 
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beyond  what  his  liuleAbilitieS)  and  by 
far  Icfs  Soul,  is  able  to  return  *,  and  by 
the  other,  usM  with  that  Freedom  and 
Civility,  as  if  be  had  been  a  Gentle- 
man,  becaufe  he  wore  a  Sword  and  fine 
Cloaths,  bad  a  boon  Aflurance  in  his 
Addrefs,  and  fomething  clfe,  perhaps, 
that  pleasM  her  Ladyfhip  fo  well,  as 
to  betray  her  Difcretion  into  a  Famili- 
arity with  him :  The  beigbth  of  bis 
Convcrfation  is^Song^Drin^aboHtDick^ 
and  a  Story  of  old  Aoir/y. 

Penf.  Then  for  your  Tragick  Man  of 
Mettle  *,  ( for,  Sir,  yon  mult  know, 
ibefe  Wits  have  all  found  my  Cou&n 
out  at  the  Tavern,  fince  he  came  to 
Town,  that  fo  evSry  day  we  have  had 
more  noyelty  of  Wits  tban  Wine  or 
Difbes)  bisConverfationisas  fonorous 
as  his  Verfe :  Once  will  give  you  your 
Belly  full  of  either. 

Jov.  A  great  many  of  them  are  much 
fitter,  1  confefs,  for  AxTard^  or  the 
Mttre^  to  Chronicle  the  famous  Lives 
of  the  Memorable  Knights  of  the  Poft, 
tban  for  Play-writers.  All  they  do 
as  well  as  write,  feems  done  by  chance ; 
and  if  any  thing  wou'd  make  me  think 
Beafts  Machines,  'twould  be  thefe  Go- 
Itah^l  of  the  Mount  of  Parnajjus  j  for 

they 
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they  arc  angry  wiihoot  caufc,  plcasM 
vvithout  amcDds,  laugh  without  any 
fign  of  Sausfaftion  or  Plcafurc^  arc  fi- 
lent  when  they  (bould  fpeak,  and  talk- 
ative when  they  (houM  fay  nothing  ^ 
the  BookfellersDrudgcs  andBubblesithe 
Player's  Slave,  and  cv'ry  Man's  Humble 
Servant :  Some  are  fomething  humble^ 
I  mufl:  confefs,  in  the  reading  of  their 
VVorks^when  jull  conrte  out  of  the  Mint 
of  cheir  Fancy,  for  they  trouble  none 
but  the  Judicious  Baker^  the  Jolly  Tran- 
flator,  of  Shoes,  1  mean,  not  Authors, 
to  whom  they  read  their  blundring 
Padion  of  diftrefs'd  Innocence,  in  a 
Tone  thai  frightens  the  admiring  Au- 
ditors into  wonder  and  amazement. 
Mr.  Sociable^  I  hope  you  will  not  much 
contend  for  the  mighty  bappinefs  of 
thefe  Sparks  Converfation. 

Soc.  Prithee,  as  thou  lov'ft  me,  Jo- 
vial^  rake  not  into  the  Afhcs  of  the 
Dead ;  for  fo  thefe  Sparks  arc,  as  to 
Reputation  and  Converfation,  this  ma- 
ny a  fair  Year.  But  we  have  a  new 
Generation  of  Authors  and  Poets 
fprungup.  Men  of  Learning,  and  cu 
rious  Sceptical  Geniufcs,  thatdifcove 
the  grofler  Ignorances,  or  Errors  of  ther 
greateft  Mcnofihelaft  Age. 

E  3  Jou. 
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'Jov.  With  not  one  finglc  quali- 
fication of  ExccHcdcc,  to  give 'em  Au- 
thority for  fo  doing  !  Mean  you,  your 
Collectors,  Dedicators,  and  Preface- 
makers  :,  from  the  P^oiture  of  the  Se- 
cond  Edition,  to  tb€  D'—f^-^s  Epiftle- 
Writer,  or  jHrndlifts^  McrcHrijis-^  or 
under  what  DcnomiDatioo  do  you  rank 
'cm  ?  But  which  ever  you  plcafe  to  Se- 
ledl,  Vanity,  and  a  little  fuperficial 
GlolTcs,  arc  their  chief  Talents  ^  what 
they  gather  from  the  Labours  of  others, 
cither  in  their  own,  or  the  French  Lao- 
gnagC)  they  fcize  without  ackoowkd^- 
ment,  and  pafs  off  for  their  own.  'Tii 
true,  fomc  of  this  younger  Fry,  I  bc« 
lieve  wifl  c'rc'l  bcloQg^  fill  up  Nm. 
Lee's  vacant  place  in  Moor- fields ;  they 
arc  fo  Mad  already  with  Poetry,  that 
all  Places  and  People  they  pafs,  are  not 
fafc  from  the  onfets  of  their  Rhimes. 
£oileMH  has  very  well  defcrib'd  the  Off- 
fpring  of  CrtfpifjHs^  in  his  Art  of  Poc- 
tryi  in  the  Fourth  Canto. 

Qnelques  Vitfe  toutefois  qtt^  ApoUon  vohs 

tnfp^re^ 
En  toHt  Ueux  aufi^toft^  ne  courez.  fas  les 

Ure. 

Cardez, 
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C^desi.vous  it  imterce  Rimcur  furicux 
Qjti  dc  fes  vatn  Ecrits  Uileur  harr/iomeux. 
j^hordc  en  recitant  qui  conqnt  le  Sal  tie 
E  fur  fuit  de  la  verfe  Ics  faff  arts  dans  la 

II  n^ft  Temple  fi  faint  des  Angts  refpeHe^ 
Qui  foit  contre  fa  Msife  en  ketu  de  fee ht etc 

Which  Sir.  William  Solmes  has  thus 
rendered  into  Engltjh. 

Tet^  when  Apollo  does  your  Mufe  inffirCy 
Be  not  impatient  to  expofe  your  fire  -^ 
Nor  imitate  /^Settles  of  our  limes^ 
Thofe  Tuneful  Reader i  of  their  own  dull 

Rhymes^ 
Who  feizje  on  all  th^  jiccijuaintance  they  can 

meet^ 
And  Jtop  the  Pafengers  that  ualk^the  Street 
There  is  no  Sanituary  you  can  chafe ^ 
For  a  Defence  from  that  purfuing  Mufe. 

The  Vanity  of  fome  of  thofe,  is  fo 
Toperlatire,  that  their  Converfation  is 
to  pcrfccutc  you  with  the  pcrufal  of 
their  Pockets  full  of  Papers :  But  the 
plague  cn'c  is,  they  wou*d  reeds  have 
thisunreafonable  Puniftiment  pafs  for  a 
Favour,  a  wonderful  confiding  cffedt  of 
Friendfhip;  whereat, 'tis  no  more  than 

E  4  what 
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iivhat  evVy  one^  they  have  the  Icaft 
knowledge  of,  isobligM  with.  Their 
own  Fanity^  nourifh'd  by  the  lU  natur'^d 
praife  of  iuch  as  have  a  mind  to  make 
a  perpetual  Diverfion  Tfuch  a  one  as  it 
'^is)  of  them  to  the  Town,  blinds  them 
fo^that  they  cannot  fee  how  they  are  the 
Sport  and  Laughter  of  evVy  Compa- 
ny they  come  into.  jlrrogance^Xi^  Fani- 
ty^  arc  naufcous  in  the  Belt,  unpardo- 
nable in  the  Worft,  it  leflTecs  our  juft 
£(leem  of  the  firft,  and  breeds  the 
higheft,  and  therefore  jufteft  Contempt 
for  the  laft. 

P€nf.  As  for  the  Wits  of  Qj^nlity, 
^%ZTii&'>t^nr'^d  L^tfMcm^  an  indifferent 
l^orfion^  or,  at  moit,  fome  trifle  of  a 
Play,  is  fuilicient  to  eftabiiOi  them  as 
fuch>  (b  their  Quality  fecurct  them  a- 
gainft  the  Attacks  of  Critics,  at  leaft, 
in  Print  \  for  S^nnd^Uim  MainAtum  is 
the  Devil:  And  therefore  we'll  pafs 
them  over  in  filcnct,  as  moving  in  a 
a  Sphere  of  their  own,  and  are  not 
often  fo  Excentic  to  mingle  with  the 
reft,  unlefs  with  fome  young  topping 
Wit,  that  fprouts  out  of  a  fudden, 
like  a  Muftroom  in  a  Night>  with 
fomc  new  Paradox  to  ulher  him  into  the 
Woild. 

Mr.  J^v. 
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Jov.  The  Courtiers,  I  am  fure, 
will  never  be  efteem'd  any  of  the  bell 
Companions ;  their  Heads  are  too  much 
taken  up  with  Politicks  and  Defigns^ 
tho^feldonQtoanypurpofe*,  one  wouM 
avoid  their  Converfation  any  where^ 
but  never  be  To  mad  to  feck  it  at  Coartt 
where  evVy  one  endeavours  by  Malice, 
Falfities  well  concealed,  and  Contenti- 
on, to  out  another,  meerly  for  bis  owa 
Advantage,  without  any  regard  to  tbe 
Service  of  the  Prince  their  Mafter,wliofe 
higheft  Favours  wouM  be  of  lefs  tStxtm^ 
if  placM  without  detriment  to  any 
other,  being  molt  valued,  when  they 
are  raisM  upon  an  others  Ruin.  But 
the  incomparable  5/v;7crr  defcribes  the 
Court  very  well  *,  as  it  has  generally  in 
all  Ages  merited  the  good  Word  of  the 
Poetsi  erp<:cially  when  they  fpeak  their 
Minds:  In  their  Flatteries  of  Great 
Men,  we  may  obfervc  a  Violence  of- 
ferM  to  themfelves,  and  fome  words 
call  in,  left  the  World  IbouM  think 
they  nocant  really  what  they  writ ;  but 
when  they  fpeak  againft  the  Court)  yoa 
may  eaGly  fee  they  are  in  earneft:  Bur 
now  to  Spcficcr^  V\l  repeat  *cm)  for 
tbe  delight  i  took  in  'em,  made  me 
learn  chem  without  book. 

E  5  Caufe 
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Cauft  hM€ln(my  quoth  hc^of  csncred  WtUi 
To  quit  them  ill^  that  me  demeaned  fo  well  • 
But  Self-reisrdf  cffrivate  Good^  or  lU^ 
Atofves  me  of  each^  fo^  as  I  found  to  teU  j 
'^Indekg^  to  warn  yotuig  Sbefherd^j  waO'* 

dring  IVit^ 
Which  thro*  the  Port  of  that  Lifts  painted 

Blifh 
Jihandan  Quiet  bome^  to  feekfor  it^ 
And  leave  their  Lambs  to  lofs^mifled  amifs. 
Forfoothy  to  fey ^  it  is  no  fort  of  Life ^ 
For  She f herd  ft  to  lead  in  that  famepUce^ 
Where  each  one  ftekl^  ^*^h  Malice^  and 

with  Strife^ 
To  thrufi  dimf  other  into  foul  difgrace^ 
Himfelf  to  raife  j  and  he  doth  foonefi  rife^ 
That  heft  can  handle  his  deceitful  Wttj 
Jn  fubiU  Shifts^  and  pne ft  Slights  devife :, 
Either  by  fland'riffg  his  ivei  deemed  Name^ 
Through  Leafings  kwd^d  feigned  Forgery^ 
Or  elje  by  breeding  himfome  Blot  of  Blame  ^ 
By  creeping  clofe  into  his  Secrefte  \ 
10  f^hich  him  needs  a  guileful  hollow  Hearty 
AiafqtPdmth  fair  d$f}embUng  Courtefk^ 
A  filed  Tongue^  furnifh^d  with  terms  of 

Artx 
No  Art  of  Sfhool^  k^ut  Courtiers  Schoolery:^ 
for  Arts  of  School^  have  their  fmaU  Coua^ 
tcnanccy 

Coauted 
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Counted  but  Toys  to  buifie  idk  Brains  j 
jind  iheir  Proftffors^  find  fmall  Maintt^ 

nanc0^ 
But  to  he  Injttuments  of  others  gMtm. 
Ne  is  there  pUce  for  any  gentle  \Vtt^ 
Vnlefs  to  pleafe^  it  felf  it  can  apply  •, 
Bnt  (honUer^J  is^  or  out  cf  doors  tjmte  fimt^ 
As  bafe  or  blunt ^  unmeet  for  Melody^ 
For  each  Man* s  Worth  ts  mtafwr'^dby  thi 

Weed, 
As  Harts  by  Horns^    or  Affes  by   their 

E4rs\ 
Yet  Affes  be  not  aU^  wliofe  Ears  ixceed-^ 
Nor  yet  all  Harts  that  Horns  highefi  bears. 
For  higheft  Looks  have  not  the  htghcfl  Mind^ 
Nor  haughty  Wordsy  mojt  fuH  of  hsghefi 

Thoughts  ; 
But  are  like  Bladders  blown  up  with  wind^ 
That  being  frickt,  do  vamfh  into  nought. 
Ev^n  fuch  ts  all  thetr  vaunted  f^amty. 
Nought  elfe  but  Snioks,    that  fumeth  foon. 

away  -, 
Such  is  their  Glory,  that  in  fimplt  Fye, 
Seem  grtatefl^    when  their  Garments  are 

tnofigay. 
So  they  themfelves,  for  praife  of  Fools  do 

M 

And  all  their  Wealth  for  painting  on  a  Wall  •, 
With  prtce  whereof,  they  buy  a  pi  den  Bill, 
And  pure haf:  highefl  Rooms  tn  ^Boxver,  and 
Han,,  ivhilji 
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WMfi  fi^^U  Truth  J  arjd/imple  liomR,^^ 
Do  WimdtY  Hp  and dorvn^  defpn^d  hy  all ; 
Their  flam  jlttire^  fuch  glortons  GalUmry 
Difdatns  fo  much^  that  none  them  in  doth 
call. 

PU  make  no  Apology  for  ibe  Length 
of  the  Quotation,  becaufe  I  am  furc,Mr. 
Soctablcy  you  arc  no  little  admirer 
oi  Spencer, 

Soc,  Prithee,  in  what  part  of  that 
Poet  is  this  ?  For  I  don'c  remember  it. 

Jov.  ^Tss  in  his  Coltn  Clouts^  come 
home  again. 

Pcnf.  Metbinks  the  Courtiers  may 
be  divided  into  the  Statefman,  that 
makes  his  Market  of  the  Crown  ^  and 
tbofe  of  lefler  hopes  and  capacitics^wbo 
ini^ead  of  getting,  fpend  Eftates,  to 
kifs  thtir  Leaders  behind  ^  and  laftly, 
into  thofe  who  have  no  other  thoughts, 
bat  to  earn,  or  advance,  the  Sallery 
the  have  got,  by  Bluftring  and  Noife 
in  Taverns,  and  Coffee- Houfes,  by 
forcing  every  one  to  Drink  the  King's 
Health. 

Jov.  In  fliort,     we'll  difmife  'cm 
with  the  words  of  Honeft  Otway. 

Wba$ 
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IVhAt  Man  of  Stnft  wod*d  wrack  his  6c^ 

rieroHs  Mind^ 
To  Prague  all  thofe  hafe  Formalities^ 
jind  Forms    of  Bufinefs  ^  force  a  gruve 

Jtarch^d  Face^ 
When  he'^s  a  very  Libertine  irt^s  Hevrt  ? 
Seem  not  to  k!^ow   this  or  that    Man  in 

pHbUck.^ 
When  Privately^  ferhfifs^   they  meet  to^c- 

therj 
And  lay  the  Scene  of  fome  Brave  Fellow'* s 

Rnine. 

Soc.  But,    Mr.  JovUlj   yon  arc  fo 
poflefsM  with  lDdignation>    that  you 
caoH  fee  all  the  GeDtlemen  of  Parts, 
that  make  us  happy  in  tbcir  Conver* 
fation.    What  thiDk  you  of  the  Law- 
yers, and  Scholars?    For  we  have  our 
Philofophers^Phyficians,  Mathcmatici- 
anst  and  Hiftorians  too  ^  this  lall  is  th€ 
Nobleft  Study,    as   you  your  felves 
feemM   to  intimate  but  now,    and  I 
think  this  asoft  worthy  a  Gentleman. 

?€»[.  Well  remembered,  Sir,  we'll 
take  them  in  the  order  you  have  put 
them  \  andi  as  for  your  Lawyers^  I 
think  we  have  been  plaguM  enough 
with  their  GonverCiuoafince  wecame 

to 
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to  Town  ;  The  Councellors  fhall  leng- 
then cut  their  Difcourfcs^  as  they  do 
their  Bills  in  Chancery,    vviih  a  thou- 
fand  fupcrfluous  Words ;  you  (hall  have 
nothing  from  them  butTVv^i// of  Can. 
fcs  ^     Prefidcnts^    John-a-No.iks  ^     and 
John- a-St tit Sy    Tenants  intail,    levying 
of  Fines,    the  Lejfor^  and  the   Le[fte^ 
the  Mortg^^er^  and  the  Mortgagee ;  the 
Terms  and  Quirks  of  the  Law,  to  (hew 
that  all  our  Eftates  and  Properties  are 
at  their  mercy  •,  few  Conveyances  beine 
made  fo  fure,  but  one  or  another  of 
their    Brotherhood,     if    they    get  a 
fight  of  your  Writings,    fhall  find  a 
flaw   in   ^em.      Then,  for  the  under 
Clafies  of  them.    Attorneys^   SoUici- 
tors,  and  Pettifoggers  •,  Bills,  Judge- 
ments^   Bonds,  Warrants  and  Writs 
make  up  mofl  of  their  talk  ^   not  for- 
getting Procuration,  and  Forbearance, 
Packing  of  Juries,     and  Managing  of 
Bail  *,  and  an  endlefs  pack  of  Knave- 
ries, none  but  themfelves   can   difco- 
vcr. 

Jov.  Then  for  the  younger  Sparks 
of  the  Inns  of  Coflfrr,  who  arc  placed 
there  by  their  Fathers,  to  ftudy  the 
Law  \  they  adorn  ail  their  Siadics 
with  the  PoetS)    and  £11  (h^ir  beads 

v?ith 
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with  Lampoons,  Songs,  and  Barlcfque , 
inftead  of  Cook,  upon  UttUton^  and 
jiffignationsj  BilUt-deHx^  &C.  fill  up 
their  Tablets,  whilft  ihcir  Common^ 
Place- Books  are  empty. 

Penf.  Then,  for  your  Schollars,   as 
you  iiiiagiue  tbem  v    tbey  abound  a 
tboufand  times  more  with  Pedantry, 
than  fuch   as   you  found  out  in  the 
Country  i   your  Philofopher  fhall    he 
talking   of  nothing  but  Syjtemsj  Phce^ 
nomena'j^    Ari(lotle^    PUtOj    Pythagorasj 
or  Dejcartes^  and  Male  branchy  &c.  tho 
they  be  neither  Arijlotdian^   nor  Car. 
ttfun^  fomelimes  Hohbtfis^    generally 
Scefticki  :  But  you  are  ofcen  imposM 
upcQ  by  Names,    and  take   them  for 
Philofophers,  who  are  only  Mailers  of 
fome  General  Notions,  and  the  Names 
of  the   feveral   parls  of  Philolbpby^ 
with  thofe  of  the    Authors  -,    thefe 
you  (hall  have  continually  talking  of 
the  Bramins^    the  Caldmk  Ptoilofifhyf 
the  Sabeans^  Confncins^  and  the  Chinefe  ; 
not  to  mention  Zoroafter^    and  Para^ 
cdfus. 

Jofv,  Your  Phyficians  Difcourfi:  is 
clogg'd  with  Terms  of  Art,  all  their 
Epithets  drawn  from  their  Profeflion  5 
as  DeflcgmM,  Reaify'd,  Chafm,  Cc 

as 
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as  if  they  were  always  at  a  Lciflore^ 
or  elfe  are  pretendiog  mighty  Pradticei 
to  get  into  Pradlice.  Befides^  they  are 
generally  very  talkative  ^  and  aflTamiog 
as  if  they  were  to  be  Diiflators  in 
eVy  Company  they  come  in. 

Fenf.  Your  Mathematicians,  like  the 
reft,  are  either  fuperficiaily  Learn'd,  or 
elfe  fo  abounding  in  their  own  Studyi 
tkat  they  are  troublefome  to  all  Compa* 
nies  with  it  \  for  they  (ball  fill  all  their 
Difcourfe  with  Triangles,  Qiiadran* 
gles9  Obtofe,  Oblong,  Cubes,  Cilin- 
dcrs,  Conest  Squaring  theCircl;,  the 
Perpetual  motion )  nayt  fome  will  give 
us  a  Geometrical  Problem  for  the  de- 
SQonftratioo  of  the  Trinity. 

Jov.  As  for  your  Hiftorians,  here 
you  muft  expcft  nothing  but  all  the 
former  Ages  Exalted  to  tb«  Skyt  or 
elfe  leveird  to  cfae  Ground  \  and  all  the 
Vices  of  our  Age  only  Repetitions  of 
vvhit  has  been  done  all  along  v  they 
are  generally  Men  of  no  Medium,  but 
continually  in  Extreams  *,  very  often 
wondrous  Politicians)  which  they  «r« 
live  to  by  the  application  of  all  Tranf* 
a£tk>ns  of  Times  palt,  to  our  prtfcot, 
or  ev'fl  to  our  own  Country,  withooi 
^1  confideration  of  the  d^rence  of 

the 
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tb«  Clime,  the  Conftitution  of  the 
Govcrncjenr,  ibe  Inclinaticns  of  the 
People,  and  other  Circumftancc?,  be- 
fore they  draw  their  Confeqaences  : 
Then  for  your  General  Scholar,  a^ 
you  inifcall  him,  be  is  one  that  has  a 
Smattering  in  e'ry  thing,  but  nothing 
thoroughly  ^  and  his  Difcourfe  is  a 
Confufion  much  like  that  of  Bahcl  ^ 
from  Divinity,  to  the  opening  an 
Offtcr  Mathematically ;  he  has  a 
continual  Road  of  rambling  Talk^ 
which,  when  be  has  donei  he  begins 
again. 

Ptfif.  But  you  have  both  forgot  the 
Mm  Divine. 

Sec.  ^Gad)  abundance  of  theoi  are 
Boon  Blades,  and  love  a  Batlc  and  a 
B^M'Koha  as  well  as  my  fclf  ^  but  their 
Scandalous  Coat  gives  fuch  an  ill  reliih 
to  Sin,  that  I  had  rather  be  without 
their  Compaoyi  than  with  it. 

y$v.  Faitb,  Dear  SmsMc^  were  I 
to  cbofe  my  Company,  I  cou^d  pick 
feme  of  the  belt  from  out  of  tbefe 
Men  of  the  Rotc^  tho,^  for  the  moft 
part  of  them.  Pride  and  Ignorance 
make  tbem  very  uupleafant  v  but  they 
have  been  the  Subjedt  of  Satyr  to  too 
(Dany  far  n^e  to  take  notice  of  them, 

who 
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who  value  their  Chara(n:er  more,  than 
to  difcover  the  Nakednefs  of  it  by  the 
Follies  of  fome  that  bear  it. 

Penf.  And  with  the  Miniftry,  I 
wou'ddifmifsthe  Souldiery,  now  more 
than  half  Apoftolial  Mifilonaries, 
Fighting  for  Religion  in  the  Fields, 
as  the  other  do  in  the  Pulpit.  But  as 
'tis  Profane  to  la(h  the  firft,  fo  ^tis 
not  fafe  to  attack  the  latter. 

Jov.  They  that  blend  Murs  and  Ati- 
nerva  together,  or  poflefs  the  latter  in 
both  her  Capacities ;  for  though  their 
Converfation  be  either  of  Blood  and 
Slaughter,  of  Efcapes,  Onfets^  Rapes, 
Murders,  Storming  of  Towns  and 
Cupboardsi  Plundring  of  Cities,  and 
Hen-Rooftsj  Stratagems,  Sieges  and 
Battles^  Precedence  of  Squadrons, 
Punftillio's  of  Salute^  whether  with 
pulling  off  the  Hat,  or  kiffing  the 
Sword,  Duelling,  and  all  the  fevcral 
ways  of  Deftruftion  befides  that  of 
their  own  Perfonal  Atchievements,  or 
elfe  of  their  Amours  i  the  difference 
of  the  Embraces  of  the  Women  of  the 
feveral  Nations  they  have  purchased 
Honour  and  Renown  in,  the  beft  Li- 
quors, and  the  beft  Cheer  each  affords. 
will  yet  fet  up  for  men  of  Parts,  and 

Chal- 
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Challenge  the  peaceable  Name  of 
Wiu.  But  this  ril  fay  for  'cm,  that 
they  endeavour,wherc-ever  they  come, 
to  repair  the  deflrudion  they  make  o'i 
Mankind  in  the  day  time,  with  the 
Fair  in  the  Night ;  but  in  that  they 
follow  the  blind  Dicftates  of  Lufl^ 
not  Thought,  or  Noble  Paflion ;  as 
they  do  of  Interefi^  and  Vay^  not  Ho- 
nour in  the  Field:  But  for  Wit  and 
Learning,  they  ought  no  more  to  pre- 
tend to  'cm,  than  they  do  to  Confci- 
ence  and  Religion ;  but  we  mult  have 
a  care  of  affronting  the  Men  of  the 
Blade, 

For  Bilbo^  their  Wordj 
And  Fighting^s  their  Trade. 

Tenf.  Let  us  therefore  quit  this  end 
of  the  Town,  with  this  fatisfaftion, 
that  we  can^t  find  above  four  or  five 
worth  a  Wife  Man's  Converfationi  let 
us  therefore  Adjourn  our  Difcourfe  to 
the  City,  and  then  take  Horfe  for  the 
Country,  for  Pm  impatient  'till  Tm 
there. 

Jov.  But  before  we  pafs  to  the  City 
wcmuft  not  forget  a  certain  Species 
of  Men  calPd  Sharker Sy  tho'  they  are  a 

kind 
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kind  of  Aropbihious  Creatures,  and 
partake  of  both  parts  of  the  Town-, 
and  thcfe  are  divided  into  Bullies^  and 
Knights  of  the  Elbow  :  You  wou'd,  by 
the  words  of  the  firft,  take  him  for 
one  of  the  Men  of  War,  that  he  had 
fcrvM  at  Icaft  half  a  fcorc  Cam- 
paigns, and  kilPd  his  Thoufands  \  or 
that  he  was  an  Iniskilling-Mtw^  and  had 
cat  half  au  hundred  Irijlj  Men  for  a 
Brcakfaftj  for  every  word  h<;  fpeaks, 
threatens  death  \  and  every  Oath  that 
comes  out  of  his  mouth,  gives  a  Re- 
port like  a  Cannon  (hot :  But  he  has 
no  more  of  the  Soulditr,  but  his  Red 
or  Blew  Coal,  to  cover  his  Cowardife. 
This  fort  of  Gentlemen  we  have  al- 
ready toucbM  npoo»  as  well  as  the 
other,  cail'd  the  Gameftcr,  or  Sharper, 
Knight  of  the  Elbow*  &c.  and  truly, 
Kheir  Elbows  wag  fafter  than  their 
Tongues ;  Seven  and  Eleven,  a  Guinea 
on  the  Main,  and  fuch  like,  being  the 
top  of  their  Knowledge,  except  that 
fly  fort  of  Rhecorick,  by  which  they 
draw  the  Ignorant  into  their  Snare, 
and  fet  them  a  Gaming  \  tho'  that 
chiefly  confifts  in  preparing  Incidents, 
not  in  Difcourre,but  in  having  a  Box  and 
Dice  by  chance  found  in  the  Room,  or 
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a  Pack  of  Cards  ^  and  fo  one  or  two 
of  the  fame  Kidnejs  underftanding  the 
Q^ns ,  pu(h  on  the  humour  of  Ga- 
ming, 'till  the  Widgeon  is  Caught, 
and  bis  Pocket  empty,  and  Credit 
thrown  away  too.  And  having  done 
with  thcfe  Sparks,  now  kl  us  proceed 
to  the  CiCy. 

Soc.  Gady  and  I  hope  youMl  find 
fomething  diere  worth  your  thoughts^ 
fioce  you  caD'c  relilh  the  Gaity  of  the 
Beaux  Effrits  of  Cwtnt-Carden^  the 
CoHTt^  not  the  Inm  of  Court.  I  fancy, 
GcntletDCD^  yoa  fo  much  Simpathize 
with  their  Gravity,  that  youMI  difco- 
ver  by  your  Choice,  the  Incompetency 
of  your  Judgment  in  what  you  feem 
with  the  Air  of  fo  much  Authority  to 
decide. 

Penf.  Indeed,  Mr.  Sociable^  if  I  ma/ 
fpeak  what  I  think,  though,  I  confefs^ 
there  arc  very  ftvv  worth  ones  Ac- 
qoainunce,  that  is^  for  the  fake  of 
their  Converfaiion  ;  yet  I  am  of  Opi- 
nion,   that  the  num[>er  of  them  far 

exceeds  this  end  of  the  Town. 

Give  me  leave  to  explain  my  felf : 

There  the  Members  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety  meet,  and  there  many  of  them 
make  tbcir  frequent  Abode  ;  yet  1  had 

rather 
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rather  by  much^  have  the  Converrc 
of  their  Works  in  my  Scudy,  than 
that;  of  their  Perfons,  at  the  cxpcnce 
of  my  Content,  in  living  in  this 
Town. 

Jov.  And  as  for  the  rcfl:,  Sociable^ 
I  will  agree  with  you^  they  fall  far 
fhort  of  this  end  of  the  Town  ;  their 
Wits  (tho  one  wouM  think  it  fcarcc 
pofiibic)  more  abundantly  dull  than 
yours,  their  Authors  more  iniollerable, 
and  their  general  Converfatioa  more 
fenfelefs. 

Penf,  To  begin  with  the  Uferers, 
through  whofe  hands  the  Money,  the 
Life-blood  of  the  City,  pafles. 

Jov.  Tho'  I  think  they  need  not  be 
reckoned  among  the  Converfible  part  of 
the  City  j  a  Pint  of  Ale  all  alone,  or 
upon  an  extraordinary  Bargain  i  half 
a  Pint  of  Sack  betwixt  two,  is  the 
extent  of  their  Expences,  and  Com- 
pany, unlefs  it  be  upon  the  Loan  of 
Money,  when  they  are  Treated  by  the 
wretched  Borrower  *,  and  then  Mort- 
gag^s^  and  Ctnt.  per  Cent,  take  up  all 
their  Difcourfes  ;  with  Scruples  about 
Securities,  hazards  of  Mortgages,  Ar- 
guments for  the  rcafonablenels  of  Ex- 
tortion, and  a  Declamation  againft  the 

Aft 
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Atl  for  Six  in  the  Hundred,  and  a- 
gainft  the  Extravagance  of  the  Age, 
tho'  they  live  by  it  i  and  in  their  real 
Scntiraencs,  they  wouM  rather  have 
a  Bill  of  Sale  of  the  whole  World  made 
over  to  the  Devil,  than  want  five  per 
Cm.  of  what  they  can  any  way  fcrew 
out  of  the  Neceflitous. 

Pcnf.  Then  for  the  Merchant,  who 
Flourifhes  according  as  the  Wind 
blows  i  all  his  Difcourfe  is  upon  the 
rifing  or  falling  of  the  Markets^  Com- 
plaints of  the  increafing  Cuftom% 
Shipwrecks,  and  athoufand  more  for- 
midable things. 

Jov.  If  he  have  fervM  any  of  his 
time  beyond  Sea,  you  fhall  have  no- 
thing (if  you  once  put  him  upon  it) 
but  the  Politicks  and  Amours  of  the 
Place  he  livM  in  ;  how  Cuckoldom 
thrives  in  eYy  City,  in  fpight  of  all 
the  Guards  of  Jealoufie,  with  fome 
Badge  or  other  of  a  Ladies  Favour, 
which  he  wears  in  memory  of  the 
Lucky  Adventure-,  tho^  perhaps  it 
was  but  with  a  poor  believing  India^^ 
or  Courtezan  of  Italy. 

Then  for  the  reft  of  the  Citts,  they 
are  too  much  employed  in  getting> 

and 
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and  fupplanting  their  Neighbours,  to 
pretend  to  any  thing  of  Converfation. 

[Vhiljt  «//?  and  down  their  fcveral   w.rys 

they  run  ^ 
Some  to  undoe^  and  fame  to  he  undone. 


As    Sir    John  Denham    has    it  in    his 
Cooper's  Bill  J    one  is  Complaining  of 
the  badnefs  of  Trade,  the  hardnefs  of 
the  Merchant,    and  the  ill  Payment  of 
their   Cuftomers :     Another  of   pro- 
found Politicks,  and  nec^flary  Regula- 
tions of  the  Government;  with  Com- 
ments  on  the  laft  Gazet,     or  Enco- 
miums on  the  O  ^fcrvator  5  and  fuch 
wife  Difquifitions.    ^[[^  Common-Com- 
ciUMan  is  a  Man  of  Authority,  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  City 'Le^ijlat ion '^    his  Dif- 
courfc  is  (till  upon  the  Liberties  of  ths 
City,  the  Properties  of  the  Ciiizens, 
or  the  EfTeifts  of  fome  fine  Speech  of 
his,    at  the    laft    Choice  of  Sheriff, 
Lord  Mayor,  or  Chamberlain,  or  what 
other  Occafion.       The  Alderman  is  a 
Peep  higher,  and  a  Magiftrate  of  Ja- 
rifditlion,     and,    with  his  Deputies, 
m:^kes  no  inconfiderable  Figure  in  the 
World  \    but    for  Converfation   you 
mull  exped   none  but  the  Portions 

and 
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and  Jointures  of  his  Daughters.the  pre- 
grsfs  of  his  Trading,  and  how  like 
Wittington^  he  came  froni  a  pair  of  old 
Shooes,  to  be  of  fo  Auguft  a  Poft  ia 
th^ Metropolis  of  ErgUnd.  As.  for  the 
Mailers  of  Halls,  and  their  Depen« 
dants,  they  are  much  of  the  fame  di- 
menfions  in  their  parts,  and  aic  bu- 
fi'dfo  much  with  the  interefts  and  Ad- 
vantages of  their  feverai  Companies, 
that  you  muft  expeft;  nothing  elfe 
from  them,  unlefs,  whofe  Daugh- 
ter Danced  with  the  moft  graceful  mo- 
tion, at  the  laft  Feaft.  As  for  Livery 
Men,  Prentices,  ^c.  they  are  under- 
graduates, or  Seeds  of  thefe  I  have 
namM,  and  therefore  dull  as  Heart  can 
wi(h  i  and  may  in  time  be  all  Aldermen, 
if  they  break  not  their  Necks,  or  Cre- 
dit before  they  come  to\,  the  hopes  oi 
it  making  them  not  a  little  happy. 

And  thus  much  for  your  Goverfati- 
ons ,  Sociable  ,  of  the  Town  •,  which 
after  this,  1  hope  you'll  be  no  more 
fond  of,  than  a  Plodding  Citt  is  of 
good  Poetry,  a  Lawyer  of  a  Caufe  in 
forma  Pa^eris^  an  Atheift  of  Death.or 
a  Man  of  Honour  of  a  Rafca!.  VVt*i] 
therefore  now  confider  your  Diver- 
tifemcnts. 


C9o; 

Soc.  Hold  there.  Jovial^  1  mull 
have  my  turn  too,  I  have  fate  here 
wich  more  patieacc  to  hear  you  out, 
than  a  Zealous  Sifter  to  hear  the  long 
Prayci  of  a  Famous  Holder  Forth,  or 
a  young  Girl  in  the  Teens,  to  hear  a 
Snaurty  Novel,  or  Play. 

Jov.  Or,  rather  than  a  young 
Spendthrift,  the  wholfom  Advice  of  his 

Father, or  Guardian -therefore, 

Sir,  proceed. 

Soc.  Well,  then  to  take  a  view  of 
your  Country  happinefs,  to  let  alone 
Quality,  the  Efquire  is  the  God  of  his 
Tenants  indeed,  at  a  Chrifima^  Feaft, 
or  at  a  Country  Alehoufe,  when  he^ 
among  then),  but  the  very  humble 
Servant  of  a  Londoner^  tho'  of  ne'er 
fo  Mechanick  a  ProfefTion  5  be  under- 
ftands  the  Price  of  Barley  as  well  as  a 
Farmer,  or  his  own  Lady-Wifei  is  bet- 
ter SkillM  in  the  Terms  of  Hunting 
and  Hawking  than  his  Huntfman,  or 
Falk^ner  ;  in  the  Diet  and  Medicines 
ofHorfes,  than  a  City  Farrier;  but 
50U  may  as  well  expecfl  Modifli  Dref- 
fing  from  him,  as  Witty  Difcourfe. 

Pcnf.  Flafhy  Difcourfe  indeed  he's  a 
iStranger  to,  andfodefircs  to  be,  he's 
for  Solid  Enquiries,  as  we  have  made 
out  already.  ^^' 
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Soc.  Pray  no  interruptions    fv^cet 
Sir,     but    give  me   the    liberty    you 

^qqJ; Tnen    for  the   Genrlcm-da 

of  middle  Eftate  •,  he  thinks  himfelf 
no  lefs  than  Duke  Stephana^  Vice- Roy 
of  the  in^nd  under  Duke  Trincah,  and 
will  outrun  his  P^.tnn'dl  Eftate  iTecviy 
to  Eitand  Dank  vvich  Loids,  Rnighr^, 
and  Squirts,  and  Pay  as  nuich  ^s  any, 
tho'  he  be  fee  but  at  the  t^:.6  ot  the 
TabL%  and  have  the  bones  to  pick, 
and  the  bottom  of  the  bottic  for  his 
Liquor-,  thefe  are  his  Miltrils,  his 
Wife,  and  Children,  for  none  elle 
does  he  regard.  Then  you  have  your 
Broken  Gentleman,  or  Country  Spun- 
ger,  and  he  is  worfe  than  a  Broken 
Shop  keeper,  tho'  he  live  fomething 
more  at  large  •,  one  that  wants  Wit  to 
live  in  the  Town;  he  makes  every  Gen- 
tleman's Houfe  his  home,'till  he'sabus'd 
by  the  Servants,  becaufe  he  cannoi 
give  them  Money  \  the  abufc  is  permu- 
ted by  the  Mafter  to  get  rid  of  hiQ)* 
and  fo  he  leads  a  wretched  life. 

Jonj.  'Till  he  takes  to  the  War, 
SociabUy  and  then  he^s  a  Heroe>  and  ;r 
Wit  here  in  London. 

Soc,  Your  Pardon  for  that,  yiviaf^ 
for  he  fcldom  rif<;s  above  a  Corporal, 

F   X  or 
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cr  Qiiarter-maltcr^  if  he  do  to  that-, 
being  usM  to  be  kepE  under,  his 
thoughts  arc  not  afpiring.  Thtn 
for  the  Farmer^  he  undeiftands  nothing 
betv.ixt  Heaven  and  Earth;  but  his 
Crop,  his  Cattle,  and  his  Landlord  •, 
as  ior  all  above  the  Sky,  as  well  as  be- 
low the  Earth,  he's  their  aioft  huo^iblc. 
I  hope  you'll  not  contend  for  the  hap- 
pinels  of  his  Company  ?  Then  for 
your  Country  Trader,  he's  the  Broker 
of  the  City,  and  takes  off  all  the  Da- 
mag'd  Goods,  the  old  Tawdry  Rib- 
bons., and  Silks,  C^c  which  go  off  at 
a  good  Price,  to  make  the  Country 
Gentlewoman  Fine  and  Gaudy,  that 
ib  (lie  may  make  a  notable  Figure, 
aad  a  taring  (how  the  next  Sundiiy  iu 
the  Village  Church,  and  out-fhincthe 
Parfon's  Wife.  I  hope  you  are  not 
aver  Ambitious  of  being  Converfant 
with  the  Parts  and  Difcourfe  of  this 
Rank,  unlefs,  when  you're  oblig'd 
with  your   Ladies  to    go    buye  feme 

N:w  Cloaths,  Ribbons,  &c, The 

Plo!»gh  man  can  only  ttli  ycu  what^s 
a  Clock  by  the  Sun  about  Noon,  with- 
out vhe  help  of  a  Sun-dial,  and  you 
wou'rl  take  him  to  be  of  a  Piece  with 
the  Cattle  he  drives,   if  he  did  not 

by 
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by  bis  Speech  convince  you,  that  he  un* 
derftood  you  when  you  ask  the  Road 
of  him,  by  an  awkard  diredion,  to 
fend  you  two  or  three  miles  out  of 
your  way  ;  and  this  is  an  Animal 
even  below  your  divcrfion,  one  wouM 
imagine. 

But  1  have  forgot  the  Vicar  and 
Curate,  the  Attorney,  and  Juftice^  the 
Vicar  is  a  Spiritual  Efquire,  and  has 
his  Dependances  as  well  as  the  Tem- 
poral •,  half  a  dozen  poor  tatterM  Cu- 
rates I  mean,  who  in  Rags  Preach  and 
Pray  for  a  Sallary  of  Twenty  Pound 
fer  Annnm^  whilft  the  Doftor  has  four 
or  five  good  Benefices  i  furbiftics  up 
bis  balmy  Bedfellow,  and  Preaches  as 
leldom  as  a  BiOiop  makes  a  Vidta- 
tion.  And  here,  1  confefs,  you  gene- 
rally meet  with  good  Entertainment^ 
the  EfFefts  of  Effeminate  Luxury,  and 
perhaps  with  a  Pleafant  Drolling 
Companion  in  the  Man  of  God  ^  but 
the  poor  Curate  Is  fain  to  Spunge 
upon  the  Wealthier  Sinners  of  his 
Parifh,  to  eke  out  his  Pennurious  Al- 
lowance i  is  the  Humble  Servant  of 
evVy  one  that  Treats  him  with  a 
Noggin  of  cool  Nants  •,  and  if  he  de- 
claims in  a   wretched  manner  againft 

F  3  Sia 


( ^^^) 

S\n  or)Sftrfduy^  inthePulp\r,  hemskes 
the  People  amends  for  ii  ail  the  Week, 
by  giving  tbcrn  a  S^lvo  of  Fellow  fee- 
iinf^  in  cheir  Frailties. 

A^  for  your  Coiinrry  Attorney,  he's 
TV-)  Ic'.'s  ihan  my  Lord  Chnncellour  on 
?.  Market  day  in  a  Country  Town, 
where  at  ihe  beft  Inn  he  takts  up  his 
ll';>nding>  whilft  all  the  under  Villages 
and  Towns- men  come  to  him  tor 
Redr^fs  ;  which  he  does  to  a  7\ 
for  iie  n^rer  is  an  Arbitrator,  but  he 
improves  the  C^jufe  into  a  Suit  of 
I.aw,  lectin^  all  Parties  together  by 
the  t-ars,  to  make  up  his  own  Mar- 
ker :  and  when  by  LitigioQs  Suits  of 
his  own  creating,  he  has  from  an  rg- 
ncrant  J  u  ft  ices  Clerk  fcrap'd  together 
an  Elbtc  of  Five,  or  Seven  Hundred 
a  year,  lie  grafts  his  unworthy  Pro- 
gmy  ((^T  whom  he  fends  hicDfclf  to 
I  he  Dcvii)  into  fome  Right  Wor- 
Hiipful  Fa  ml/. 

In  fhorr,  your  Country  Juftice  is  the 
mole  formJdJible  Man  of  bis  County, 
and  Worlhip  appears  in  his  Meen, 
and  is  gi/^n  him  by  all  the  Gonotry 
PeopU  :  His  very  Clerk  alTumes  the 
AiUhoriry  of  Deciding  the  ItfTwr  De- 
bdtei,  Mil  he  arrives  to  cbc  qualifi- 
cation 
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cation  of  an  Attorney,  and  write  him- 
fclf  Gentleman. 

Jm/.But  the  Country  Juftice,Son^t/r^ 
goes  not  halves  with  his  Clerks,  as 
ibrae  of  yoiir  London  Juiliccs  do. 

Soc,  No,  gad,  they  are  not  fo  pro- 
vident— = and  now  upon  thb  view 

1  cannot  fee  what  advantage  yen  have 
over  us  'as  to  Convcrfation. 

"Jov,  As  you  hav3  rcprefented  it. 
indeed  not  rotich,  except  the  inno- 
cence  of  it,  which  yoo  have  net  been 
able  to  touch  ;  but  you  have  given 
things  a  far  other  face  than  they 
have^  evVyonein  the  Country  moves 
in  his  proper  Sphere;  the  Yeomandry 
trudge  on  honeftly  in  their  fevtral 
Vocations,  without  affuniing  the  re- 
gulatiou  of  things  above  their  Capa- 
city, as  yours  do  in  Town  -,  the  Gen- 
try pafs  their  time  in  taking  care  of 
their  Families,  in  innocent  Divcnife- 
ments,  in  Study  and  Converfation>  a- 
greeable  to  their  feveral  inclinations-, 
without  hurry  and  noife,  orintrufions 
of  fuch  as  they  care  not  for  ;  they 
have  Pleafurc  and  Profit  in  all  their 
Anions,  and  Health  aad  Eftate  to  their 
Old  Age  •,  whereas  you  have  none  of 
thefe  in  your  Town-life.  For,  let  ns 
F  4  toniidcr 
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confider  your  Diver tifements,  and  we 
(hall  find  them  full  of  expence,  both 
of  Time  and  Money  as  well  as  Health, 
and  joynM  infeparably  to  a  hundred 
inconveniencies. 

Jov.  Why,  what  think  you  of  hide- 
Tark^^  St.  James^S'Far\^  Jflingtonwells^ 
the  Walks  of  Grays-Inn^  and  Lincolns 
Inn^  the  Mask^^  BaHs^  &c.  what  can 
be  more  delightful  than  fuch  a  view 
of  Glorious  Beauties,  Earthly  God- 
deflcs :  If  your  Woods,  Groves  and 
Fields  be  fine,  arc  not  ours  more  Ex- 
cellent, blefsM  with  the  prefcnce  of 
fo  many  Nymphs,  and  Deities. 

7ot;.Thofe  Pleafures  conlifl:  in  an  em- 
pty and  tormenting  fight  at  beft^  and 
only  dilturb  ones  quiet  mih  wandring 
defires  after  one  pretty  Lady  or  other. 
As  for  the  advantage  of  Hide-Fark,^ 
it  has  none  but  what  it  borrows  from 
the  Country,  which  flicws  the  Excel- 
lence of  the  Country,  that  your  boafted 
City  muft  be  left,  when  you  feek  for 
open  Pleafures,  and  free  breathing  j 
for  St.  James's^Park^  and  thofe  other 
Places,  'tis  fuch  a  Medly  of  Quality, 
and  Whores,  that  'tis  hard  to  diftin- 
gulfh  betwixt  them  •,  fo  that  you  may 
meet  with  an  Age  of  Pain,  for  your 

Minutes 
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Minute's  Pleafure.  JjUngton-Wclh  arc 
but  a  Three-penny  Bawdy- houfe,  or 
the  Rendezvous  of  Aflignation  for  the 
City-Wives  and  Miftrcfles.  Mafque- 
rades  are  feldom  frequented  by  any  La- 
dy of  Vertue  •,  fo  that  it  is  but  Hurry 
and  Noife,  where  the  Town- Jilts  come 
Incognito^  to  pick  up  Cullies. 

Soc.  What  think  you  of  the  Play- 
houfe,  thcCofFee-houfes,  and  Taverns  ? 

Penf.  What  wouM  you  go  to  the 
Play  for  ?  To  fee  a  Whore  that  has 
Lain  with  all  the  Beaux  of  the  Pit ; 
nay^  perhaps  with  cv'ry  Player  on  the 
Stage,  aft  a  Virgin^  or  a  Vertuous 
Wife? 

Jov.  Or  to  be  dunM  all  round  with 
the  impertinent  Difcourfe  of  Beardlefs 
Fops  to  the  Orange- Wenches ,  with 
Commodes  an  Ell  high  j  and  to  ibe  Vi- 
zor-Masks :  of  the  Rake- Hells,  talking 
loud  to  one  another  \  or  the  ptrpetual 
Chat  of  the  Noify  Coquets,  that  come 
there  to  get  Culiies^  and  to  difturb, 
not  mind  the  Play.  Or  what  EfFedt 
has  all  the  Plays  upon  you?  Are  noE 
your  Fops  in  the  Pic  and  Boxes  incorri- 
gible to  all  the  Endeavours  of  your 
Writers,  in  their  Prologues  and  Epi- 
logues^ or  the  variety  of  Qiara'Tc^vs 
F  X  t!i<it 
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that  have  been  made  to  reform  them  ? 
Tho  a  Play  be  a  generuus  DiverfioD^ 
yec  'tis  better  to  read  cbao  fee,  onlefs 
one  couM  fee  it  without  thcfe  IncooTc- 
niences.    Then  for  your  Goffee-houfes, 
10  begin  with  tbofc  of  the  fVin,  the 
two  Brothers  i  thither  the  Jury  of  Wit 
retire  from  the  Play^  over  a  Dilh  of 
Politick  and  Poetick  Tea  or  Coffee  i 
Painters,  Fidlen,   Poets,  Minor  Au- 
thors,  Beaux,  and  the  reft  of  the  illi- 
terate Blockheads,  promifcuoufl;  difled 
the  poor  Play,  to  be  fure  to  the  Au- 
tbor^s  difadvantage  ^  how  good  foever, 
or  whatever  Succefs  it  met  with.  This, 
indeed,  is  the  Scene  of  the  Wits,  where 
a  pert  young  Fop,  frefli  come  from  the 
Univcrfity,  with  his  Head  fuller  of  No- 
tions and  Authors  Names,  than  Senfe, 
from  fevca  Years  poring  over  his  Books, 
ihall  pafs  for  a  profound  Scholar  :  The 
beighth  of  his  Reading  has  been  the  In- 
dexes  of  thofe  Authors  he  talks  of ,  a 
good  Aflurance  and  Pedantry  eftabliQies 
his  Reputation ;  and  he  muft  be  d  Wiii 
if  he  can  but  prattle  a  little  of  Arifiar- 
thus  and  Horner^  Crc.  in  general  Terms 
praifing  their  Style,  Defcriptions  and 
Dcfigns,  to  thofe  that  underftand  not 
one  Word  of  them-     Another,   that 

unucr- 


nndcrftands  not  fo  much  Englifn  as  to 
write  a  BtlUt^dcnXy  (hall,  with  the  help 
of  reading  Mr.  Rtmer^  Criticifms  on 
the  Plays  of  the  laft  Age,  the  Tranfla- 
tion  of  Rafsfte  upon  the  Art  of  Poetry^ 
and  Mr.  Creeches  of  TkeocritHSy  and  the 
Art  of  Writing  Paftorals  by  the  fame 
Rafine^  the  jibbi  Htdelin^Hx.  Dryden\ 
EHays  of  Drammatick  Poefies,  or  fome 
of  his  Prefaces,  and  fome  or  one  of  thefe 
Anchors,  with  a  great  deal  of  Confi- 
dence, give  you  Critical  Obfcrvations 
on  the  Greek  Poets  \    when   all  the 
Knowledge  they  have  of  them,  is  from 
the  Labours  of  thofe  1  have  mentioaM^ 
or  elfe  from  fome  old,nonrenGcaI  Tranf- 
lations  they  have  met  with,  which  have 
fervM  a  Patriarch's  Age  to  the  Library 
of  Moore-fieUs^  till  difcarded  thence  for 
the  value  of  one  (ingle  Penny. 

Soc.  I  muft  confcfs,  1  ought  not  to 
have  mentionM  the  Coffee-houfc,  fince 
youhaddeclarM  your  Prejudice  againft 
thofe  that  made  up  tue  Pleafure  of 
them. 

Jov.  Then^  as  for  your  other  Coffec- 
houfes,  they  are  but  a  perpetual  Hurry 
ofNews,Bufinefs,  Politicks,  Plots,  Con 
fpiracies  and  Battles ;  Mcdlies  and  Con- 
fuiion  of  Sounds  and  Difcourfes. 

Pen/, 
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Tcnf.  And  for  the  Taverns,  wchave 
{aid  enough  of  them  ;  and  all  that  I 
&all  add)  is,  that  they  are  the  Nur- 
feries  of  Profancnefs  and  Treafon. 

Jw.  The  great  Ones  arc  the  Ren- 
deivous  of  the  Rakc-hells,  and  Beaux, 
and  Sharpers,  in  their  Icwdcft  Sallies  ^ 
the  Letter  fervc  only  for  a  private  and 
ready  Retreat  with  a  lictle  Punk,  to  fin 
cheaply,  and  do  Penence  with  bad 
Wine  for  an  ill-favour'd  Sin. 

Soc^  What  think  you  of  Intrigue, 
Jovial  ?  You  have  been  as  good  at  it, 
in  your  Time,  as  any  of  us  -,  that  is,  a 
Pleafure  worthy  a  Man,  agceeable  to 
his  Nature,  Love  and  Enjoyment. 

Ptnf.  Love,  Sir,  is  fo  great  a  Folly, 
that  I  hope  you'll  not  make  it  a  fit  Plea- 
lure  for  a  Man  of  Senfe  :  Tis  the  mod 
ridiculous  of  Paflions  ,  and  fills  the 
World  with  fo  numerous  a  Train  of 
Fooleries,  that  1  think  every  one  that 
fees  it  (hou'd  turn  a  DemocritHs^  and 
burll;  his  Sidts  with  Laughter.  1  have 
known  a  Gentleman,  whofe  Age  requi- 
red Gravity,  affld  ail  the  Gayety  of  a 
Cavalier  of  Twenty  -,  nay,  and  exceed 
him  too  J  and  make  Love  to  evVy  Face 
he  faw.Tbefe  migbl  be  Diverfion  to  the 
Lookers  on, but  1  cao't  imagine  it  can  be 
fo  to  the  Adors.  Jov. 
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Jov.  No,  no,  Coufin  ^  we'll  not  ex- 
clude Love,  it  being  one  of  the  chiefcll 
Bledlngs  of  our  Life :  But  chat  Love  is 
not  in  the  Embraces  of  Harlots,  but 
the  Careflcs  of  a  vertuous  Wife.  The 
Punk  fhall,  after  a  little  time,  beflow 
thofe  Favours  en  another  for  Inciina- 
tioD,  which  Ihe  forces  her  Rlf  to  give 
you  for  Intereft.  And  fuch  is  the  End 
of  Intriguing,  the  Purfuit  of  one  that 
is  known  to  be  a  Whore,  oi  who  they 
think  will  cafily  be  fo,  (befides  ihe  Dif- 
appointments,  the  Hazards,  the  Dif- 
eafesj  and  the  hundred  other  Inconve- 
niences that  follow,)  wouM  raake  any 
Man  of  Senfc  abhor  it.  If  you  go  to 
Mrs.  Br «'s,  your  Money  can  pur- 
chafe  you,  'tis  true,  a  pretty  and  charm- 
ing Creature  i  but  Money  Ihall  cany 
her  to  a  Hundred  more,  and  has  to  a 
Thoufand  before,  perhaps.  But  if  you 
are  for  managing  your  Intrigue  your 
felf,  without  the  AfTiItance  of  a  Bawd^ 
how  many  Hours,  Days,  and  Nights^ 
how  many  Pounds  will  it  coft  you,  in 
Chafe  of  fome  Jilt,  perhaps;  whom, 
when  you  obtain,  (hall,  in  a  few  Days, 
grow  ftale  to ,  or  weary  of  you  ? 
You  purfue  Noife  and  Nonfenfc,  a 
painted  Face,  and  a  fine  Mant  ;  and 

meet 


(110) 

meet  with  a  Fool,  a  Jilt,  or  the  Pox. 
And  To  much  for  Intrigue  -,  v?hich)  let 
thctn  pnrfue  that  like  tt 

Soc.  But  what  thiok  you  of  Daociog^ 
FcDciag,  and  Tenais  ?  They  are  iooo* 
cent  and  Manly  Divertifeoients. 

Jov.  But)  notconfinM  totheTown, 
you  may  have  them  in  the  Country ; 
and  with  them  Hunting,  Hawking, 
CourGng,  Shooting,  Racing,  Fi(bingt 
and  a  Hundred  more-,  which  you  can- 
not imagine,  who  have  not  experienc'd 
them.The  Country  is  the  Scat  of  Plea- 
Ture,  Health  and  Happinefs. 

Penf.  A  Country,  retirM  Life  was 
thought  the  belt  by  Heaven,  when  ic 
created  Man  and  Wonsan  in  ic ;  Hap- 
pinefs and  Converfation  conGfting  not 
in  Community  and  Towns :  And  fo 
they  livM,  till  the  Vilhny  of  Humane 
Race  ittcreas'd  with  its  Number;  then 
Towns  were  but  the  Effeft  of  their  ra- 
pacious Defires,  which  obliged  'em,  for 
Security,  to  unite  into  Bodies  Politick, 
for  Self-prcfervation ;  which  wc  being 
aflurM  of  under  a  Free  Government, 
may  retire,  and  make  as  near  an  Ap- 
proach as  polCble,  to  our  Primitive 
State  of  Innocence  and  Happinefs. 
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Soc.  Well,  GcntUmen,  1*11  confidcr 
of  what  you  have  faid  j  for  you  have 
given  me  an  Idea  of  a  Country-Life,  far 
more  excellent  than  I  formerly  bad ; 
and,  fincc  Pleafure  is  the  Objcft  of  my 
Endeavours*  1  may  chance,  as  foon  as 
1  hivt  gainM  my  little  Syhia^  to  try, 
at  lealt)  what  Experience  may  do  *,  and 
with  this  SatisfadtioD,  that  the  Pleafures 
it  brings  wlU  be  new,  and  therefore 
more  fatisfaAory. 

Jov.  And  when  we  have  once  got 
you,  Mr.  Sociable^  into  our  Societies,  I 
warrant  we  keep  you,  beyond  the  power 
of  this  Senfelefs  Town  to  out-rival  us. 

The  EhJ  of  the  Fir  ft  Dialogue. 
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THE 

Second  Dialogue, 

BETWEEN 

Madam  Townlove ,    and   Madam 
ThinkwdL 

S    C  E  N  E, 

Madam  Thinkwcirj  Chamber. 


Town.     A     H  my  dear  Thinkrvel! !  How 
ZA     haft  thou  done  this  Age, 
JL  1L  fioce  I  faw  thee  ? 
Think.  As  well  as  the  foggy,  fmoaky 
Air  of  this  filtby  Town^  and  the  pcr- 
petQal  Hurry  of  the  Streets  would  per- 
mit. 

Town.  Why,  myDear^  thou  art  con- 
tinually poring  over  a  Book,  like  a  Boy 
timt  oiuft  Con  his  Leflbn  perfeOly,  for 
fear  of  ibe  furious>  unrelenting  Pedant, 
bis  Mafter, 

Think* 
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Thiril^.  ^Tis  the  only  Relief  1  have 
from  the  Noify  Impertinences  which 
every  Day  brings  with  it. 

lovrn.  As  I  live,  2ny  Life-,  my  Dccir^ 
thou  (hale  caft  offthis  unpleafant  Scrio- 
fity,  and  with  mc  to  the  M^H^  all  the 
Beanmnd  will  be  there  to  Night :  How 
charming  an  Evening  is  here  !  It  looks 
like  a  modcft  young  Lover,  fercne  and 
blufhing  i  it  bears  a  felled  Brightncfs, 
without  the  Icaft  Cloud  of  Defign. 
Therefore  you  Ihall  along  with  mc,  nty 
Dear. 

Think.  Pr*ylbee,  Madam  Townlove^ 
divert  not  my  fedater  Thoughts  from 
the  Contemplation  of  Wit  and  Ret* 
fon,  to  (iich  a  Congregation  of  flutter* 
log  Fops  of  Honour^  Clumfy  Bullies, 
Taudry  Citts,  Noify  Coquets,  and  the 
reft  of  the  numberlefs  Throng  of  my 
oym  Sex,  the  heighth  of  whofe  Follies 
are  more  tirefom  to  me,  than  one  of 
our  Modern  Farces,  or  an  Addrefs  from 
a  Bean  of  Covem-GartUn. 

Town.  Indeed  thou  art  too  Shagrin, 
my  Lave :  For,  what  can  be  more  dc- 
lightfuU  than  a  View  of  all  the  molt 
celebrated  Beaux  and  Wits  in  Town  i 
of  fo  many  fine,  well  bred  Gentlemen  ^ 
and  fo  many  Beauties  of  our  own  Sex, 

fct 
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fct  off  to  thcif  greaicft  Advantage^  in 
the    plcafanteft    Promenade    in   the 
World. 

Think.  With  a  Cloud  of  Duft,  that 
fifes  up  above  the  very  Trees,  and  ex- 
cludes all  the  Siveetncft  of  the  Air 

And  then,  what  Pleafure  can  it  be,  to 
fee  a  Throng  of  Fools,  of  both  Sexes, 
walking  up  and  down  to  (hew  their 
new  Cloathsi  like  Children  on  a  Holy- 
day?  To  fee  the  Women  Calling  about 
their  affeded  Glances  on  every  proper 
Man  that  pafles  'em  ?  To  obferve  the 
Thoafand  Fonni  they  put  themfelves 
intOy  CO  appear  the  more  agreeable, 
and  to  gain  the  Reputation  of  a  Ian- 
gui(hing  Look,  or  a  taking  Air  ?  To 
lee  the  lewd  Profticutes  of  the  Town 
walk  Cheek-by -Jole  with  the  Ladies  of 
Honour  ?  A  City-Shop- Keeper's  Jour- 
ny-man,  in  a  gay.  Golden  Wafte-coat, 
walk  Bareheadedj  in  the  Rain  or  Wind, 
to  the  Ramp,  his  Matter's  Daughter, 
in  imitation  of  QHality  *,  and  calk  loud 
to  her,  as  if  he  were  a  Wit^  and  excel- 
lent at  the  Art  of  Rallying  \  tho  the 
Adventures  of  a  ftolen  merry  Bout,  at 
a  Cake-houfe  in  the  Fields,  with  her, 
be  the  whole  Subje(ft  of  his  Difcourfe  ? 
To  fee  fome  of  the  receiv'd  Wiis  of  our 

own 


owo  Sex  trace  the  Mali  with  futh  a 
hotting ^  hcbltTJg  Gate,  as  if  they  meant 
to  juftlc  a!l  they  met,  or  were  walking 
for  a  Wager  ^  and  this  to  be  valuM  for 
a  carelefs  Mien  ? 

Tovm.  Indeed,  my  Dc^r^  thou  art  too 

fcvere The  Ladies  you  mean  arc 

the  moft  celebrated  for  a  graceful  Mo- 
lion,  of  any  the  Town  affords. 

Think,  It  may  be  fo :  I  value  not  the 
Opinion  of  the  Mdlion^  whofe  Thooght- 
lefs  Fancies  fet  up  whom  they  pleafc 

for  Wits,  and  Well-bred  Udics. 

Who  can  take  pleafure  to  fee  a  young 
Lord,  drownM  in  Peruke  and  Crcvat- 
ftriog,  and  joft  returnM  from  Travel^ 
with  the  addition  of  Fop  to  the  Fool  he 
carryM  with  htm  from  homci  make  bis 
open  Addrefs  to  fome  Superannuated 
Lady,  with  her  Face  d^wb^d,  at  leaft 
half  an  Inch  thick,  with  Paint,  falfe 
Lo€ks,and  a  gaudy  Mantcjor  to  a  known 
]x\U  in  a  Strait- bodyM  Gown,  like  a 
Maid  of  Honour,  fet  off  with  borrowM 
Modcfty  •,  whilft  the  Reft  affe(fl  as  much 
her  natural  and  necefTary  Impudence  ? 
To  fee  a  grave  old  Matron  walk  with 
a  Beardlefs,  fmooth-facM  Boy,  with 
ail  the  Endearing  Behaviour  of  a  Z>?- 
figoing  Harlot  ?  To  fee,  in  fine,  a  rud- 
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dy-fac'di  plump  Divine,  m  his  Silken 
Robes^  caft  ihc  Denx^yenx  on  a  young, 
pert>  blooming  Girl,  as  (he  pafTcs  *,  and 
watch  her  clofer,  till  the  Dusk  of  the 
Evening,  than  his  good  Lord  Bifhop's 
Levy,  upcn  a  vacant  Benefice  in  his 
Gifc,  tho  he  have  two  or  three  before  ; 
and  then  endeavour  to  prove  the  Law- 
fulnefs  of  Fornication  to  her,  from  a 
Verfc  of  LtviticHs^  or  a  Myftery  of  the 
Rtvclations, 

Town.  Come,  come,  Thinkrcdl ;  you 
have  had  your  gayer  Days  *,  you  re- 
lifbM  thcfe  Delights  of  Youth,  as  well 
as  I  do  now. 

Thinks  The  Experience  of  tiiofe  Days 
has  made  me  naufeate  all  the  Follies 
you  Fancy  now,  for  want  of  Judgment. 
How  can  it  pleafe  thee  to  view  the  Dif- 
eafcsofthe  Mind,  when  thou  wou'dd 
turn  away  thy  Head  from  the  Hght  of  a 
fore  Finger,  or  fcab'd  Nofc^  tho  far 
lefs  ofienfive  in  its  Nature  ?  Canft  thee 
with  plcafiire  fee  my  rich  Lady  Botmce 
receive  the  publick  Ceremony  of  Com- 
plement and  Addrefs  from  Young  Mr. 
Shafts  and  confefs  her  apparent  Belief 
of  all  the  Praifes  he  gives  her  Beauty, 
tboIbeSquiot,  has  a  Hump- Back,  Baa- 
dy-Legs,  a  Hawk-Nofe,  a  wide  Month, 
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Rotten  Tcetb,  and  a  F^ce  full  of  PocK- 
holcs,  of  the  Colour  of  her  Livery, 
Orange-Tawtiy  f  Or  to  hear  h^r  Satyri- 
cally  find  fault  with  this  Lady  for  be- 
ing Crooked,  that  for  her  F^onicly 
Face,  and  t'other  for  fomc  other  De- 
UCt  which  is  notorious  in  her  fclf  ? 
Canft  thee  walk  behind  Madam  t^atty^ 
and  with  pleafure  bear  her  find  fault 
with  all  the  Shapes  fhe  paiTes^  tho  /he 
her  felf  be  as  thick  as  long,  and  wouM 
make  one  think  (he  deflgn'd  to  bring  in 
the  Fafhion  of  rhe  Farthingale  again  ? 
Or  canft  thee,  with  patience,  fee  that 
Lord^s  Daughter  tofs  back  her  Head  on 
her  Shoulders^  and  laugh  fo  loud)  that 
the  half  of  the  MaU  (hall  (lop,  and 
turn  about,  to  gaze  on  her?  Or  this 
fiogle  Lady  Courts'ing  to  cv'ry  Fop  (he 
meets,  as  if  Die  wou'd  court  the  Repu- 
tation of  a  common  Whore  ?  But  it 
wooM  be  endkfs  to  run  over  all  the  lav 
pertineDcies,  and  intolerable  Follies, 
the  Mall  evVy  Night  prefents  to  our 
view  :  There's  fcarce  a  Perfon  comes 
there,  but  contributes  his  or  her  Share 
towards  the  making  up  their  Number 
infinite.  I'm  refolvM  1  won't  give  my 
felf  fo  very  uopUafant  a  Penance,  with- 
out any  other  Reafon  than  bare  Com- 
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plaifencc  to  your  Defirc,  fincc  there  arc 
enoueh  to  be  found  that  will  be  pleasM 
to  pals  iheir  idle  Hours  with  you,  where 
c*er  you*U  go.  If  you  want  a  Foil^  as, 
indeed^  \i%  generally  the  Care  of  you 
young  Ones,  now-a-days>  to  get  one 
that's  Ugly,  or  Old,  to  fet  your  Faces 
off  to  the  better  advantage,  there's  my 
Lady  Touthlove  will  fit  you  to  a  Hair  ^ 
who  delights  in  Love,  tho  (he  be  an 
Antidote  $  and  will  rather  do  a  good 
Turn  for  another,  than  not  bav<^  a 
hand  in  an  Intrigue  j  who  loves  all  the 
Reforts  of  Company:^  and  revels  in  the 
Delight  of  perpetual  Cbati  and  is  con- 
finally  at  the  Park,  Plays,  or  Masks. 

Town.  Nay,  pr'ythee,  my  Dear^  donh 
be  fo  morofe :  1  profefs,  I  meant  no  foch 
thingi  only  the  Enjoyment  of  thy  dear 
Company  *,  for  if  I  had,  I  (bon^d  have 
been  mightily  deceived,  and  hare  prov'd 
the  Foil  my  felf ;  for  yon  caoH  think 
your  felf  ugly  or  old,  Vm  fure,  fince  yon 
are  not  much  pad  Thirty,  and  have  all 
the  taking  Charms  you  bad  ever  fince  I 
knew  you,  and  which  brought  you  fo 
many  Adorers.  Therefore,  my  Dear^ 
yon  muft  go  with  me  to  the  Mai. 

Think,  I  defignM  nottobefpeakyotnr 
Praiies,  fweet  Lady,  but  only  excufe 

my 


my  felf  from  what  I  can't  abide,  Noifc, 
and  Nonlenfci  the  Crop  which  that 
place  affords  in  abundance 

Town.  U  the  MdU  be  your  Avcrfion, 
tny  DedTj  wt^l  to  H$Je  Park  j  'tis  time 
enough^  if  you  go  immediately  ^  my 
Mother's  Coach  is  below^  and  fhall  car- 
ry us,  to  make  a  Figure  in  the  Ring. 

Thinks  That  has  the  better  Reputa- 
tion, 1  grant  ^  but  that  Diverfion  fuits 
not  my  Humour-,  the  formal  BowS)  the 
afTeded  Smiles^  the  filly  By-words,  and 
amorous  Tweers  in  pafling,  makes  it  up 
all  Grimace  and  Ceremony.  1  am  im- 
patient when  I  fee  this  Thoughtleft 
Lord  loll  back  in  his  Chariot,  and  now 
and  then  fmile  when  his  Friend^  tb€ 
IVit^  whom  he  has  honoured  with  his 
Company,  breaks  fome  abominable  Jeft 
OQ  thefe  Horfes,  or  tJiat  Haroefs^  or 
that  foil tary  Lady,  with  ber  Woman, 
inftead  of  better  Company,  leaning  in 
an  inTiting,  langoiihing  Poftore,  as  if 
(he  wanted  the  Opinion  of  the  Ring, 
that  (he's  in  Love,  or  afleep.  Befides, 
^is,  mcthinks,  a  ridiculous  Whim,  to 
ride  ronod  a  Circle^  like  Boys  and  Girls 
Treading  the  Figure  of  Eight  in  the 
Fields :  You  have  little  Benefit  of  the 
Air,  untefs  in  your  Paflage  thither  ^  all 
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the  WatVing  fcarce  being  able  to  lay 
the  Dufl;  the  Horfes  and  Coaches  raife : 
So  that  I  cannot  imagine  what  the  De- 
fign  is,  uniefs  to  fhew  their  fine  Horfes, 
and  new  Coaches :  But  that  can^t  be 
e'ery  Night's  Bufinefs,  and  I  hate  fo- 
lemn  Trifling,  to  put  my  felf  to  all  that 
formal  Trouble  to  no  Purpofe,  and  for 
no  End  5  they  who  have  nothing  clfe  to 
employ  themfelvcs  with,  may  do  as  they 
plcafe  •,  but  I  am  never  fo  overloaded 
with  Time  and  Idlenefs,  as  to  fling  it 
away  on  nothing. 

Town.  Why,  my  Dear^  is  Diverfion 
a  Flinging  away  Time  ?  To  be  conti- 
nually employed,  is  to  tire  both  Mind 
and  Body,  and  to  render  your  felf  Icfs 
capable  of  a  Benefit  from  your  ferioas 
Hours. 

Think.  Diverfion,  I  confcfs,  is  neccf- 
fary  *,  but  I  can  never  elleem  that  fo, 
which  contributes  fo  much,  with  its 
abounding  Impertinencles,  to  my  Dif- 
fatisfadlion.  Befides,  Diverfion  oughr 
to  be  fometbing  that  is  not  a  mere  idle 
Interval  of  Thought,  to  forget  ones 
fcif  for  a  few  Hours:  It  has  its  End  •, 
which  is.  Recreating  the  Adindtx\A  Bo- 
dy^ either  by  the  freft  Air,  in  a  Coach, 
in  the  open  Fields,  which  you  have  not 
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in  fJide-Park^'j  or  a  ncccITary  Exercifc 
of  the  Body,  by  a  gentle  Walk,  with- 
out Noife  and  Hurry  ^  or  a  prudent  Con- 
vcrfation>  tho  that  be  almod  impoflible 
to  be  purchased  in  this  Town,  where 
promifcuous  Company  meet  even  in  the 
Ladies  Chambers. 

Torp».  Thou  art  as  nice  in  thy  Di- 
verfionsi  ^y  Dear^  as  feme  Ladies  are 
in  their  Lovers  ;  and  'cis  well  you  have 
not  the  fame  Fate,  to  chufe  the  worft 
at  laft.  Are  you  then  for  the  Walks 
of  Grays*  Inn^  or  thoft  of  Lincolns^nnf 
There  you  need  fear  no  Dufti  oor  yet 
fo  much  Company. 

Think^  But  that  that  is  there  is 
worft. Young  Clerks,  or  Gentle- 
men-Students of  the  Inn,  as  Ignorant 
in  Addrefs  as  Law,  and  yet  plaguing 
e'ery  one  they  meet  with  both  *,  more 
impertinent  than  Players,  when  they  fee 
up  for  Beaux  and  WUs :  Solid  Coun- 
fellorsi  with  their  Heads  full  of  Law- 
Dfes,  making  their  Court  in  form,  and 
by  Precedent  ^  as  tedious,  and  as  little 
to  the  purpofe,  as  their  Bills  in  Cha99- 
^^ry:  Grave  Judges,  who  come  to  Air 
their  Confciences,  or  their  Spoufcs,  af- 
ter a  good  Bribe,  or  a  good  Supper, 
taken  in  its  proper  Seafon  \    ivith  ^11 
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the  Train  of  pretty  Mifles^  who  have 
the  feveral  Faces  of  feveral  of  his 
Richer  Clients,  before  he  gainMihcEr- 
roin :  jilfatian  Bullies,  that  dare  not 
venture  fo  far  out  of  their  Province 
of  Security^  as  the  Park,  by  Land) 
and  have  not  Stock  enough  to  reach 
White-Hall  in  a  Sculler  •,  who  come 
by  the  Inftiodt  of  Neccffity ,  more 
than  Love,  to  meet  a  generous  HoU 
boHrn-Wih^  an  Attourney's  forward 
Daughter,  or  a  believing  Semftrefs ;  or 
a  FHlkrS' Rents-  Widow,  with  a  Flower'd 
Petticoat,  all  be-daubM  with  Silver  and 
Gold  Fringe  and  Galume  -,  a  Face  like 
the  SaracerPS'Head^  drefs'd  up  in  a 
Topping  Commode  i  arms  bigger  than 
her  Gallant's  Legs,  which  have  not 
yet  loft  their  primitive  Colour  of  the 
Kitchen.  In  fhort.  The  only  Advantage 
tbefe  Places  have  above  the  Park,^  is 
but  an  Increafe  of  Scandal  and  Imper- 
tinence, without  the  Face  of  Quality, 
to  give  it  a  better  Reputation. 

Town.  This  Living  in  the  Country, 
tny  Life^  has  perverted  thy  gayer  Hu- 
mour, and  made  thee  fo'  Spleenatici 
that  thee  canft  not  endure  the  brisker 
Delights  of  the  Town,  which  is  full  of 
Variety^  which  one  wou^d  think  were 
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the  moft  agreeable  to  a  Woman.  I'm 
fure,  I  have  a  much  better  Relifh  of 
the  Parks  and  Walks,  than  you  pro- 
fefs.  Hide-Parley  methinks,  is  Au- 
guft,  and  Great  ^  and  there  you  Ride 
in  Statc^  with  the  Ladies  of  the  firft 
Quality* — 

Think.  Much  of  a  Nature,  in  my 
Mind,  of  a  i^nakers  Silent  Meeting. 

Town.  O  fy,  fy  !  Never  undervalue 

your  Judgment  fo,  my  Dear. Then 

for  St.  Jameses  Park :  The  fancyM  Re- 
vels of  a  Romance^  when  all  the  Heroes 
and  Ladies  of  the  Book  meet,  is  not 
more  pleafant  in  the  Idea^  than  this  is 
in  Reality.  There  the  fighing  Lo- 
ver comes,  to  pay  his  publick  Tribuie 
to  her  he  adores :  And  then,  if  one  be 
handfom,  what  a  Pleafure  muft  it  be, 
to  carry  away  the  Eyes  of  all  the  Mall^ 
from  the  reft  of  the  envying  Ladies  ? 
To  have  as  many  Hats  ofFto  one,and  the 
general  Refpcft,  as  if  the  Queen  pafsM 
along  i  with  the  additional  Satisfadion, 
to  hear  this  handfom  Man  fwear,  fliers 
handfom  5  that  Wit  vow ,  (he's  the 
moft  delicious  Creature  he  e'er  beheld  ^ 
this  Lord  fwear,  that  fte  merits  an 
Empire  for  her  Beauty  ?  To  fee  every 
one  that  has  ever  been  in  her  Company 
G  2  f  o 


(124) 

fo  proud  of  her  Acquaintance,  as  to 
make  publirk  Acknowledgments  of  it 
by  a  Bow,  as  often  as  Ihc  pafles  ?  A 
Woman  that  is  Gngular  for  any  Per- 
fection in  Drefs,  Mien,  or  Perfon,  can't 
fail  of  Pleafure  and  Reputation. 

Thir^k,  Reputation  indeed !  Butfuch 
d  one,  poor  Lady9  that  ought  to  be 
avoided,  with  all  the  Caution  in  the 
World  ^  and  1  am  forry  to  find  you  fo 
pleasM  with  that  which  muli:  prove 
your  Ruin,  if  you  perfevere  in  the  Hu- 
moon    But  thee  art  yet  young,  and 
baft  Beauty  enough,  without  the  help  of 
Art,  to  merit  a  better  Fate  than  to  be  a 
Proftitutc  to  ev'ry  Pretender ;  for  fo 
the  World  will  judge  of  fuch  as  make 
Advances  to  all  they  meet  ^  and  one 
had  better  merit  it  for  our  Worldly 
Happinefs,   than  have  it.    Thou  haft 
too  yet,  1  hope,  a  Reft  of  Reputation, 
not  to  fright  away  a  ferious  and  honou- 
rable Pretender.    Leave  therefore  this 
lewd  Town,  where  no  voung  Woman 
that  is  pretty,    is  fafe,   ci^iiier  from 
the  Tongues,  or  Attempts  of  the 
Men. 

Town.  What,  my  Dear  \  WouM  you 
have  me  live  perpetually  in  the  Coun- 
try, mew^d  up  in  my  Houfe?  like  a  Bird 
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in  a  Cage  ;    confulting   my  Receipt- 
Book,  and  making  Medicines  for  the 
Scald-Heads,  and  Broken  Shins  of  my 
Husband's  Tenants  ?  Or,  at  molt,  to 
make  Confcrvcs  of  Red  Rofes,  for  my 
decaying^  Confumptivc  Husband ;  Mar- 
roalade,  and  other  Swei;t-Meats,  to  en- 
tertain the  Farmers  or  Parfons  Wives  ? 
Or  two  or  three  times  a  Year,   per* 
haps,  the  diftant  Juftice  of  Peace,  his 
formal  Spoufe,  and  Daughters,   that 
are  io  their  Bibs  and  Aprons  in  the 
Teens  ?    Or^  after  a  Feaft,  to  with- 
draw as  fooQ  as  Grace  is  faid,  with  the 
Country  Gentlewomen^  to  difcourfe  of 
the  beft  Plaifter  for  a  green  Wound  } 
whilft  the  Men  are  up  lo  the  Ears  in 
tlumfy  Obfcenity<i  and  Strong  Beer,  or 
nalty  Claret  ?   Then,   when  one  goes 
out,  ones  folitary  Garden,  or  tti>e  ad* 
joining  Park^  or  Field,  is  the  Extent 
of  ones  melancholy  Walk  ^  an  imper- 
tinent vific,  the  Extent  of  ones  Plea* 
fure ;  and  ones  Husband's  Relations, 
or  Parfon's  Company,  the  Extent  of 
ones  Converfation.   As  I  live,  my  Dear^ 
1  fliou'd  grow  the  verieft  Mope  in  the 
World,  if  I  fhouM  forfake  this  Town 
1  (hou'd  be  always  thinking 
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Thir^k^  You  are  in  a  plcafant  Dream 
at  the  beft,  and  fear  Waking :  Bot 
fince  I  find  this  Sleep,  however  de- 
lighifuU  will  turn  to  a  Lethargy,,  I  am 
bound,  in  Love  co  thee,  to  wake  ihee. 
Is  it  therefore  an  Uahappinefs  to  be  al- 
ways thinking  ?  Give  way  bat  to 
Thought,  and  Reafcn  will  fcon  render 
the  Town  more  naufeous  to  thee,  than 
thou  think'ft  it  now  dcfirable:  Yon  fee 
what  your  great  Diverfionsare  already, 
by  what  1  have  faid. 

Tcrvn.  Oh,  my  Dear  !  ycu  have  not 
confider'd  half  our  Diverfions  here  in 
Town ;  all  our  Life  long  is  Diverlion 
and  Pleafure  ?  What  think  you  of  the 
Play,  of  Vifits,  of  Drcfs^  of  Gatoiog, 
of  Love  and  Intrigue  •,  nay,  our  very 
Devotion  too  is  not  unpleafant,  the 
Churches  affording  fuch  a  glorious  fighc 
of  t\\^  Beau  Mond. 

Thmk^.  For  your  fake,  fweet  Lady^ 
I'll  confider  thefe  feveral  things  as  you 
proposed  'em,  tho'  I  can't  tell  where 
ihe  happinefs  is,  to  have  ones  whole 
day  taken  up  in  Trifles,  and  Night  in 
Sleep,  the  life  of  meer  Emits.  Firft 
then,  as  for  the  Play,  if  you  go  purely 
to  bv  diverted  with  the  Entertainment 
of  the  Stage  (provided  it  be  none  of  our 
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fenfelefs  new  Farces,which  are  compos'd 
of  nothiog  butawkardLewdncfs,and  un- 
natural CharadcrsJ  if  you  apprehend 
things  aright^  'tis  the  beft  Diver- 
fion  the  Town  affords  ;  for  the  Co- 
medies  (l  mean  the  beft  of  them; 
will  Inftruft  you  in  the  follies  of  your 
Sex,  the  faifenefs  of  the  Men,  befides 
other  neceflary  Leffons  for  your  Beha- 
viour, andConverfation*,  and  Tragedy 
raife  in  you  a  juft  value  of  Vertue.  But  if 
you  go  into  the  Box,  where  often  a 
Whore  perks  it  in  the  face  of  Quality^ 
to  entertain  an  Addrefs  from  a  Fop 
juft  under  you  in  the  Pit  •,  to  Courte- 
fie  to  all  the  Pit  round  for  half  an 
hour  after  you  ccme  in ;  if  you  go 
into  the  Pit  in  your  Vizor,  to  rally 
this  Fool,  and 'tother  gay  Sot,  to  talk 
fo  loud  in  the  Play  time,  that  you  di- 
fturb  half  the  Houfe  j  'tis  only  to  ex- 
pofcyour  felf  to  the  talk  of  the  Town, 
and  the  Cenfure  of  eVy  Prating  Cox- 
comb •,  or  putting  your  kit  in  an  nn- 
neceffary  danger  of  having  your  heart 
mifled  by  a  Criminal  and  Fatal  Paffion, 
for  one  that  will  make  no  other  ad- 
vantage  of  it ,  but  your  Ruine :  For 
you  can  never  think  an  Amour  began 
in  a  Vizor  in  the  Play- houfe,  will  ever 
G  4  end 
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end  in  the  Church.  But  what  can  be 
more  abfurd  than  the  Cuftom  of  fomc 
young  Ladies,  who,  for  a  Diverfion, 
mingle  with  the  Whores  of  a  lower 
Rank  in  the  Gallery ,  for  the  fake  of 
Banter,  as  they  pretend  ^  that  is,  to 
engage  with  the  impertinent  Chat  of 
a  City  Prentice  with  a  borrow^  Sword, 
or  my  Lord's  Butler.  In  fhort,  wiih 
the  lower  Clafs  of  Sharpers,  Bullies, 
Cullies,  and  Serving-Men  ^  drunken 
Rakes,  and  dirty  Bean^s^  Sportive 
Players,  and  Clumfy  Victuallers ;  be- 
fides  a  number  of  undiftinguilhable 
Mob. 

Tovpn.  Vm  glad,  my  dear,  that  you 
approve  of  Plays,  which  you  have  not 
in  the  Country. 

Think:,  Tho*  wc  have  'em  not  Aftedi 
we  may  read  them  without  the  temp- 
tations of  the  Pit,  which  is  better  j 
and  then  we  cull  'cm,  and  trouble  not 
our  felvcs  with  fuch  as  are  not  worth 
reading. Next  for  yourVifits. 

Town.  Ay,  my  Dear,  I  hope  you 
will  allow  us  fome  Pleafurcs  here  in 
Town;  what  therefore  do  you  think 
of  our  Vifits  ? 

Thwk.  They  are  feldom  well  cuird, 
thofe  from  the  Men    impudent    and 

afTuraing, 


aflcming,   from  Ihc  Women  imperti- 
nent.   And  you  muft  fit  by  the  hour 
to  hear  this  Lady  with    an  affedled 
noife  rally  all  the  abfent  fhe  or  you 
know }   fancying  her  fclf  to  have  a- 
bundance  of  wit^    becaufe  fhe  talks 
much,  and  ill  of  e'ry  body ;  or  to  hear 
another  praife  all  the  Sparks  (he  faw 
lafl;  night  in  the  Mall^  or  Drawing- 
Room,   and  dcfcribe  all  the  Maniocs 
and  Petticoats   that  were  there  (tho' 
there  are  few  guilty  of  that  good  na- 
turM  folly  of  fpeaking  well  of  eVy 
one)  to  hear  this  Old  Lady  that  will 
let  nothing  be  raentionM  but  the  In- 
trigues  of  her  younger  days,    or  at 
lead  the  many  Adorers  fhe  has  had, 
and  the  fereral  efFcfts  of  their  defpe- 
rate  paffions;    or    what   Stratagems 
the   four  Husbands  ihe    has    already 
Bury^d,   usM  to  obtain  her  Ladyfhips 
refervM    affections  ^    not    omitting 
many  times  ihofe  of  fifty  times  the 
number  of  Gallants ;    and  tho^  fhe  be 
in  her  Kingdom,   when  you  talk  of 
Love,    yet  fheMl  never  permit   any 
mention  of  any  of  your  Modern  A- 
mours   into  Competition  with   thofe 
of  her  days  j   and  tho'  fhe  can^c  aft 
them  over  again,  (he'll  have  the  Va- 
G  5  niiy 
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Duy  to  make  you  fee  (be  wants  not 
the  deCre,  tho'  fhe  does  the  power. 
To  hear  n\3it  Coquet  tell  you  all  the 
News  of  the  Town,  who  loves  who, 
what  Adventure  happened  to  fuch  a 
Lady  hft  night,  what  Loves  are  falfe, 
and  who  the  fitteft  to  be  trufted  with 
a  Lady's  Favours  ^  fairly  intimating, 
that  all  the  Company  (he  keeps,  is 
only  to  find  out  one  fhc  may  entruft 
with  her  heart,  and  loofcr  wifhes  ^ 
and  there  fhe  is  generally  deceived, 
and  quits  the  Stage  as  fhe  has  ^Oitd 
on  it,  with  noife  and  afFedtation,  with 
a  loud  Report,  and  rotten  Credit,  if 
not  Perfon,  and  a  Crafie  Fortune, 
with  a  Painted  Face  to  keep  up  the 
Opinion  that  (he  has  been  Handfome, 
though  Unfortunate.  This  Lady  for 
the  Reputation  of  a  good  humourM 
Woman,  will  be  perpetually  laughing 
and  talking  ;  that^  to  pafs  for  Vir- 
tuous, will  be  eternally  railing  at 
Vice  in  Company,  condemning  this 
or  that  Lady  by  name,  never  reckoning 
detradlion  in  the  number  of  Vices, 
tho'  it  commit  as  great  a  Murther  as 
a  (tab  in  the  heart,  killing  the  good 
Mame  and  Reputation,  which  has  no 
Refurreilion.  And  indeed  thefe  Pub- 
lick 
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lick   Decoys  are  compounded    of  af- 
feded  Carriage,   Confident  Difcourfe, 
Mighty    Prctcnfions,     and     Excedive 
Cen^brioufnefs. 

Tomrt.  Bar,  my  Dear,  we  have 
Friends ,  intimate  dear  Creaturesi 
that  unbofome  all  their  Secrets  to 
one. 

Thirjk.  Ay,  and  to  eVy  one  they 
know,  you  arc  not  oblig'd  to  their  Con- 
fidence in  you  for  that,  but  their  na- 
tural weaknefs,  who  can  let  nothing  be 
fecret  they  know,  tho'  it  concern 
themfelves:  Befides,  by  this  intimacy, 
they  gain  your  good  Opinion^  as 
Friends  in  whom  you  may  confide, 
and  fo  furnifli  them  with  talk  for  the 
next  intimate  Friend  they  come  to, 
that  is  ail  their  Acquaintance ;  if  you 
tell  'em  any  Secret  of  your  own,  'cis 
fo  no  longer  than  they  are  in  your 
Company  •,  foon  after  they  arc  gone, 
they  whifper  it  to  one,  and  to  ano- 
ther, 'till  it  rebound  to  your  felf  a- 
gain  by  a  third  dear  Friend,  to  confirm 
her  intereft  with  you. 

Town,  As  I  live,  myDear^  that's 
true,  for  I  told  Mrs.  Fondall^  I  thought 
my  young  Lord  Eafy  was  in  love 
with  me,  as  a  great  Secret,  and  1  had 

it 


k  in  three  days  time  from  his  own 
moaih^  which  put  mc  to  ibc  blulh,  I 
profefs,  and  made  me  fo  afhamM,  that 
1  couM  not  go  to  the  Mall  in  a  Weelc* 

Thinkc    Then  for  your  Male  Vifi- 
tors-— 

Town.  As  you  love  me,  my  Dear, 
don't  exclude  us  from  Converfing  with 
Mankind,  Oh!  ^isfo  Natural. 

Thirk^  Tis  too  Natural,or  atleaft  too 
Cuftomary  ;  which  fome  arc  of  Opi- 
nion is  all  one  :  But  befides  their  Fol- 
lies and  ImperiinencieS)  they  bring 
danger  in  their  Vidts^  and  one  can 
fcarce  admit  of  one  Man  of  a  thoufand, 
without  expofing  ones  Kame  lo  be  the 
Difcourfc  of  ail  the  Companies  he 
keeps-,  they  generally  watch  your 
Eyes,  and  will  give  an  account  of  e'ry 
glance,  from  innocent  Looks  drawing 
what  Conclufions  they  pleafe  j  they 
are  living  Libels,  that  make  it  their 
bufinefs  to  Obferve  and  Enquire  into 
eVy  little  minute  Circumftance  of  ones 
Behaviour^  making  a  iudgment  from 
thence  \  and  for  their  diverfion  in  the 
next  Company  they  come  into,  tell  that 
for  certain,  which  is  only  the  Child  of 
their  Imagination.  If  on  any  Occafion 
oat  whifper,  'tis  certainly  Intrigue; 

if 
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if  one  look  on  *cm  'cis  Lovc^  and  Ad- 
miration, and  Che  impatient  effeft  of 
Defire:  If  one  do  not^  'tis  {till  Love, 
only  fliame  will  not  let  one  behold 
the  Objedt  of  ones  concealM  PafHoo^ 
without  difcoveriijg  it.    If  one  h  un- 
eaile  at  the  intolerable  Nonfence  of 
their  Difcourfe,  'cisftili  the  efTed  of 
Love.    Others,  that  have  once  got  an 
Acquaintance  with  one,  will  purfue  one 
to  e*ry  Place  one  goes  to  }   the  Parkj^ 
the  MmB^    the  Vifits  one  makes,   the 
Plays,  the  Drawing- Room,  or  where- 
ever  it   is,  (hall  be  fure  to  find  the 
diligent  Fops,  and  then  they'll  talk  to 
one  whether  one  will  or  no ;   and  ne- 
ver look  on  cue  but  with  the  mod: 
Languilhing  Dying  Eyes  j  'till  having 
publifhM  their  Pafiion,  and  (hewM  a 
hundred  impudent  Familiarities  with 
one  in  eVy  place  ;  the  world  fufped 
ones  Reputation,     which  always  im- 
proves a  fufpicio"^   into  a  conclufive 
Judgment  ^  and  'tis  well  if  their  impor* 
tunity  gain  not  ones  felf  into  the  De- 
fign  againfi:  ones  felf*,   for   (he  that 
will  (and  few  but  do)    give  opportu- 
nities of  addrefs,    wiU  not  always  be 
able  to  refill. 
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ToxtH,  You  will  not  fure  Condemn 
all  Converfation,  is  Vifiiing  fo  Cri- 
oiiaal  ? 

Think.  Yes,  as  in  ufe  now  in  Town, 
where  'cis  generally  only  on  dcCgn 
both  in  Men  and  Women,  though  I 
know  feme  Ladies  make  their  Houfes 
like  the  Change  at  Noon,  or  the  Draw- 
ing-Room  at  ihe  Kiog^  Livee^  or 
CoHchee^  full  of  hurry  and  Company  ; 
like  my  Lady  Townly  in  Sir  FofUng 
Flntter^  they  arc  fuch  lovers  of  noify 
Convcrfation,  and  News.  I  am  of 
Opinion  'tis  better  Converfing  with 
the  Dead  than  the  Living  of  th?t  Sex ; 
both  becaufe  'tis  fafer,  and  affords 
moie  Pleafure,  becaufe  more  Wit. 
And  3s  for  your  Pleal'ure  of  Drefling^ 
I  can  never  imagine  it  recompenccs  the 
Pain  \  for  what  fretting  and  fuming 
is  ihere,  if  a  Point  be  ill  waih'd.  Knots 
and  Commode  fpoylM  in  the  making 
up,  betides  the  daily  pennanccof  fitting 
three  or  foi/r  hours  under  your  Maids 
handb,  with  the  fupcrnumerary  plague 
of  her  nonfenficalChi^ti  and  all  this 
mecrly  for  the  eujoyment  of  thefe  be- 
nefits I  have  run  through,  and  the  re- 
Hiaining  one  of  Love   and   Intriguef 

v^'hich 
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which  is  the  HUieft^   and  molt  pcrni- 
ciovis  of  ali. 

Torvfi.  Oh,   my  Dear,  never  fpeak 
againft  latrigue,     ^tis  the  pleafantcft 
thing  in  the  World  to  banter  the  Mcd 
with  ihc  thoughts  of  what  a  pafUon  we 
have  for  thecQ  ^    puc  them  to  the  ex- 
pcnce  of  Treats,    and  Bribes  to  ones 
Servants,   and  then  make  'em  wail  a 
hundred  allignations,    and  difappoinl 
them  in  all  -,  yet  flill  keep  'em  in  chafe 
of  you  as  long  as  you  pleafe,   and  put 
them  off  at  laft,  when  they  have  focDt 
fo  nrany  folicitous  Days,  and  watchful 
Nights  after  you. 

Thinks  Ah!  thou  art  as  much  out  in 

thy  Politicks,  asaNigardly  Father  is, 

in  thinking  to  reftrain  the  Profafeaefs 

of  his  Speadlhrift-Son,   by  Lfluing  bis 

allowance,    as  long  as  there  are  any 

of  thofe  kind  Gentlemen  in    Town, 

that  have  the  good  nature  of  Stificad 

to  fupply  his  wants  ^  fcr  Men  are  not 

fo  eafily  deluded  in  their  puriuits  of 

an  Amour,  which  when  you  once  in- 

gage  in  wiih  them,    they  Toon  become 

Mafters,  and  as  foon  as  obtained,  flight 

and  fcorn  you  *,    and  like  Dorimant  in 

Sir  Foflm  Flntter^  eflecm  a  Quarrel  with 

an 
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an  Old  jriijtrifs^  next  to  the  comifig  to 
4  good  Hnderjianding  with  a  new.  Per- 
haps they  give  fomc  Publick  affront, 
or  ruine  a  Lady's  Reputation  for  a  jcft, 
or  the  Vain-glory  of  being  thought  fuc- 
cefsful  in  their  Amours.  Rather  than 
want  a  Quarrel,  they'll  pretend  falfe- 
nefs  on  your  fide,  and  lay  an  imagi- 
nary Intrigue  to  your  Charge,  that 
they  may  fecm  the  more  Innocent, 
and  the  more  plaufibiy  break  off.  Bui 
then  the  Confequence  of  this  is  per- 
haps a  Child,  and  to  be  cafl  off  by 
your  Relations,  forced  to  Profticuic 
your  fel.*"  for  a  Living,  or  Marry  fomc 
Fool-man,  or  Souldicr,  follow  the 
Camp,  anddye  in^in  Hofpital  •,  acbcft 
in  an  old  tatter'd  Manto/arrying  news 
about,  from  one  Acquaintance  to  ano- 
ther, for  a  Mcals-meat,  andaGlafsof 
Wine  If  there  be  any  thing  delight- 
ful, 'tis  but  (here,  and  full  of  Fatigue, 
and  attended  with  certain  ruine  of 
Fortune  and  l^'ame.  The  Wonren  need 
noi  feik  their  undoing  thernfelve?,  as 
they  do,  for  the  Men  hy  Srracagems 
enough  to  mine  'em  The  Indian-Wo- 
mtHy  the  Stmfihtfs^  and  others  that 
you  buye  any  thing  of^   are  often  em- 

ployM 
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ployM  to  betray  you  to  the  Convcrfa- 
cion  of  thofe  who  want  but  opportu- 
nity to  perfwade  you  to  your  Ruine^ 
Bawds  are  now  Company  for  Ladies  of 
Quality,  and  by  their  Garbs  and  De- 
pendants can't  be  diftinguifli'd  *,  fo  that 
there  is  no  Place  nor  Company  fecurc 
for  a  Handfome  Woman,  fingle,  or 
marry'd  in  this  Town  i  the  more  In- 
nocent, the  more  cafily  betrayM  by 
thcfe  Cunning  Traders  in  Intrigue. 

Tmn,  You  amate  me,  my  Dear,  in 
your  account  of  things  \  and  I  begin  to 
fear  all  my  Acquaintance* 

Thinks  Nourifli  that  fear,  and  it 
will  be  the  Parent  of  thy  bappi- 
nefs. 

Town.  But  you  have  forgot  Ga- 
ming. 

Thinks  1  wifh  all  my  Sex  had  forgot 
it  too  \  not  that  1  difallow  an  inno- 
cent diverfion  ac  Cards,  as  we  Play  in 
the  Country  for  fmali  Sums;  but  as 
'tis  usM  here  in  Town,  'tis  only  the 
moft  certain  way  of  Ruine  -,  efpecially 
when  you  Play  with  Men,  who  will  be 
fure,  either  to  Cheat  you  into  their 
Debts,  beyond  the  power  of  Payment, 
that  ihcy  may  fecure  your  Pcrfon  to 

their 


(138) 

their  wills,  or  clfe  let  you  get  of 
them,  with  hopes  to  oblige  you  to 
confidcr  their  complaifance  another 
way.  Laftly,  for  the  Church,  to  ihc 
Scandal  of  Religion:  Indeed 'tis  made 
a  place  of  aflignation,  or  at  beft,  a 
Place  where  the  Ladies  come  to  gain 
Profelytes  to  their  Charms,  and  di- 
vert their  Thoughts  from  Devotion 
to  Heaven,  to  themfelves.  And  a- 
raong  their  extraordinary  Fits  of  De- 
votion, they  (haU  have  fuch  Amorous 
Pangs  for  Heav'n,  that  one  wouM 
think  they  meant  to  let  the  Church  fee 
how  fweet  they  (hou'd  look  in  the 
Extafies  of  Love.  I  wouM  have  thee 
therefore  to  leave  this  Town,  tiiatis 
the  ruinc  of  Youth,  Health,  and  For- 
tune of  both  Sexes,  efpecially  of  ours  ^ 
I  am  for  the  Country  within  thefe 
three  days,  and  (hall  be  glad  of  your 
Company. 

Town.  Pll  confider  of  what  you  fay, 
which  has  had  this  effedt  on  me  al- 
ready, as  to  divert  me  from  my  Walk 
in  the  Park^  and  of  farther  Converfa- 
tion  with  the  noify  part  of  my  Ac- 
quaintance 5  and  fo,  my  Dear,  adieu 
to  tbee. 
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Think:  Adieu^  fweet  Madam,  and  re- 
member this,  that  the  Town  is  but  a 
Medly  of  Hypocrifie,  Nonfenfe,  De- 
fign.  III  Nature,  andRuinej  without 
any  Subftantial  Picafure. 
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